
 
St James’ Infant and Nursery School – Reception Wider Reading Blanket 

Book Blanket for Wider Reading linked to each topics and books in addition to English Reading Spine) 
                                                                     

“Choose the right path” 

Autumn 1 Week 1 Week 2 Class Focus Book Key questions 

What makes me 
special? 
 
 

My Body 

 
 
Guided Reading 

Exercising 

 
 
Guided Reading 

 
 

 
 
 

 What are the names 
of the body parts? 

 What is a skeleton? 

 What is an xray? 

 How does my body 
work? 

 How do I stay fit and 

healthy? 

Songs/Music  Head, Shoulders, Knees and Toes I got eaten by a Boa Constrictor  
 

Picture Books Starting School – Janet and Allan 
Ahllberg 
My amazing body – Pat Thomas 

Whiffy Wilson – Caryl Hart 
Listening to my body – Gabi 
Garcia 
 

Notable People: 
Past and Present 
 
People and 
Communities 

  Wilhelm Roentgen – Inventor of 
the X Ray 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
St James’ Infant and Nursery School – Reception Wider Reading Blanket 

Book Blanket for Wider Reading linked to each topics and books in addition to English Reading Spine) 
                                                                     

“Choose the right path” 

Autumn 1 Week 3 Week 4 Class Focus Book Key questions 

What makes me 
special? 
 
 

The Birthday Cake 

 
 
Guided Reading 

Birthday Surprise 

 
 
Guided Reading 

 
 

 

 How does my body 
change over time? 

 Who are the people 
in my family? 

 Why do we get old? 

 What happens to our 
bodies as we get 
older? 

 Why do we have 
birthdays? 

Songs/Music  Every day I’m  growing – Twinkl 
 

The Family Song – You Tube 

Picture Books I am growing – Aliki Brandenberg 
Titch – Pat Hutchins 
Owl Babies by Martin Wadell  
 

Superhero Gran – Timothy 
Knapman 
Shine – Sarah Asuquo 

Past and Present 
 
People and 
Communities 
 

 Family and Extended families Family and extended families  

 

 

 

 

 



 
St James’ Infant and Nursery School – Reception Wider Reading Blanket 

Book Blanket for Wider Reading linked to each topics and books in addition to English Reading Spine) 
                                                                     

“Choose the right path” 

 

Autumn 2 Week 5 Week 6 Class Focus Book Key questions 

What makes me 
special? 
 
  

 

Guided Reading 

 
 

Guided Reading 

 
 

 
 

Two weeks 

 Who are your close 
family members? 

 Who else do you 
spend time with? 

 Whats does Gran, 
Grandad, auntie, 
uncle and cousin 
mean? 

 Are all families the 
same? 

 What makes your 
family special? 

 What do you know 
about your parents 
when they were your 
age? 

Songs/Music  My family by Duny Tony We are family by Elf Kids 
 

Picture Books 5 minutes peace by Jill Murphy 
Who is in my family? by Robbie 
Harris 

Whatever Next by Jill Murphy 
It’s Ok to be different by Todd 
Parr 
 

Notable People: 
Past and Present 
People and 
Communities 

 Family members and extended 
family 
 

Family members and extended 
family 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
St James’ Infant and Nursery School – Reception Wider Reading Blanket 

Book Blanket for Wider Reading linked to each topics and books in addition to English Reading Spine) 
                                                                     

“Choose the right path” 

Autumn 2 Week 7 Week 8 Class Focus Book Key questions 

Who lives in the 
woods? 
 
 

The Three Bears 

 
 

Guided Reading 

Where is baby? 

 
 

Guided Reading 

 
 

 
 

Two weeks 

 What season is it? 

 What do you know 
about autumn? 

 What are the key 
characteristics of 
autumn? 

 What colours link to 
autumn? 

 What is the weather 
like in autimn? 

Songs/Music  10 little leaves  Autumn Leaves  
 

Picture Books Hedgehog’s Ballon – Nick 
Butterworth 

Percy the Parkeeper – Nick 
Butterworth 

Badger’s Bath – Nick Butterworth 
 

Notable People: 
Past and Present 
People and 
Communities 

 Author Nick Butterworth  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
St James’ Infant and Nursery School – Reception Wider Reading Blanket 

Book Blanket for Wider Reading linked to each topics and books in addition to English Reading Spine) 
                                                                     

“Choose the right path” 

 

Autumn 2 Week 3 Week 4 Class Focus Book Key questions 

Who lives in the 
woods? 
 
 

 
Guided Reading 

 

 
Guided Reading 

 
 
 
 

Two weeks 

 Who do you think 

might live in the 

woods? 

 What does a forest 

look like? Sound like? 

Smell like? 

 Why do you think the 

characters in the story 

like the woods? 

 What do you know 

about squirrels? 

 Why are they gathering 

so much food? 

 What do you notie 

about the pictures? 

 Which other animals 

might store food? 

 What are they storing 

it for? 

Songs/Music  5 Little Squirrels 
 

Hibernation Song – Pink Fong 

Picture Books Can’t you sleep Little Bear – 
Martin Waddell 
Wide Awake Hedgehog – Rosie 
Wellesley 

The Wish Tree – Kylo MaClear 
Tree – Britta Treckentrup 
 

Notable People: 
Past and Present 
People and 
Communities 

  
 

Visit to Stocks Wood to learn 
about Hibernation 

 

 

 



 
St James’ Infant and Nursery School – Reception Wider Reading Blanket 

Book Blanket for Wider Reading linked to each topics and books in addition to English Reading Spine) 
                                                                     

“Choose the right path” 

 

Autumn 2 Week 5 Week 6 Class Focus Book Key questions 

Who lives in the 
woods? 
 
Understanding 
of the World 

 
Guided Reading 

 
Guided Reading 

 

 
 
 

Two weeks 

 What is hiberbation? 

 Which animals 

hibernate? 

 When do they 

hibernate? 

 How do they prepare? 

 How do animals 

survive hibernation? 

 When do the wake 

up? 

 Would you like to 

hibernate? 

 

Songs/Music  Falling Leaves 5 Little Bears 
 

Picture Books Pumpkin Soup – Helen Cooper 
The Leaf Thief – Alice 
Hemming 

We’re Going On A Leaf Hunt - 
Steve Metzger 
Hello Autumn – Jo Lindley 

Notable People: 
Past and Present 
People and 
Communities 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
St James’ Infant and Nursery School – Reception Wider Reading Blanket 

Book Blanket for Wider Reading linked to each topics and books in addition to English Reading Spine) 
                                                                     

“Choose the right path” 

 

Autumn 2 Week 7 Week 8 Class Focus Book Key questions 

What makes 
me special? 
 
Understanding 
of the World 

 
Guided Reading 

 

 
Guided Reading 

 

 
 
 

Two weeks 

 What do you know 
about Christmas? 

 What happened when 
Jesus was born? 

 Can you retell the story 
of the Nativity? 

 What do you do at 
Christmas time? 

 Do all people celebrate 
Christmas in the same 
way? 

 How do you celebrate 
Christmas? 

Songs/Music  Songs from our nativity 
performance  

Away in a Manager 
Twas the Night Before Christmas 
Poem 

Picture Books Father Christmas by Raymond 
Biggs 
Father Christmas needs a wee by 
Nicholas Allan 
The School Nativity by Nick 
Butterworth 

The Virgin Mary’s Got Nits by 
Gervase Phinn 
The Reindeers Christmas Wish by 
Alexandra Robinson 
Twas the Night Before Christmas  

Notable People: 
Past and Present 
People and 
Communities 

Jesus, Mary, Joseph, Shepherds 
and Wise Men 
Santa 
People from other cultures 
Reverend Jackson/Anna Jones 

Jesus, Mary, Joseph, Shepherds 
and Wise Men 
Santa 
People from other cultures 
Reverend Jackson/Anna Jones 

 

 



 
St James’ Infant and Nursery School – Reception Wider Reading Blanket 

Book Blanket for Wider Reading linked to each topics and books in addition to English Reading Spine) 
                                                                     

“Choose the right path” 

 

Autumn Term Wider Reading Book Blanket 

Chapter Book/Fiction        Non-Fiction        Picture Book        Poetry        

Communications and language/Literacy 

Selection of RWI books and reading scheme books across the ability ranges  
 

           
       Story books linked to the body  
 
 

                 
                                 Story books linked to growth 
 

                          
  



 
St James’ Infant and Nursery School – Reception Wider Reading Blanket 

Book Blanket for Wider Reading linked to each topics and books in addition to English Reading Spine) 
                                                                     

“Choose the right path” 

 
                                                         Story books linked to who lives in our house and exploring families (People and Communities) 
 

           
 
                                                                                Story books linked to who lives in the forest and  the forest as a habitat  
 
 

                                                  
                                      Christmas                                                                   Christmas                                              Christma 
 

Mathematical Development 

                                                                
               Comparing quantities      Sorting and Comparing         Capacity                                                           Counting and Comparing Numbers 
 



 
St James’ Infant and Nursery School – Reception Wider Reading Blanket 

Book Blanket for Wider Reading linked to each topics and books in addition to English Reading Spine) 
                                                                     

“Choose the right path” 

    
 
        Counting and Comparing Numbers                              Shape 
  

Understanding the World 

                  
                            Nonfiction books linked to growth, the body and understanding similarities and differences. 
 

Creative Development 

 

                         
Prints and collages       Role play and Constructing                      Amazing things around us 
 



 
St James’ Infant and Nursery School – Reception Wider Reading Blanket 

Book Blanket for Wider Reading linked to each topics and books in addition to English Reading Spine) 
                                                                     

“Choose the right path” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PSED 

                                         
  Wellbeing Focus                                Wellbeing Focus                                  Celebrating similarities and differences/Understanding others 

Whole School Value: Creativity and Christian Value links 

                                                          
            Courage                                                            Thankfulness                                                        Christmas  



 
St James’ Infant and Nursery School – Reception Wider Reading Blanket 

Book Blanket for Wider Reading linked to each topics and books in addition to English Reading Spine) 
                                                                     

“Choose the right path” 

Spring 1 Week 1 Week 2 Class Focus Book Key questions 

Do you like gravy on 
your ice cream? 
 

 

All Reception pupils now on RWI 
books so complete daily guided 
reading linked to this. 

All Reception pupils now on RWI 
books so complete daily guided 
reading linked to this. 

 
 

 
 

2 weeks 

 Can you talk about 
the life cycle of a 
butterfly? 

 Whatdid the hungry 
caterpillar eat? 

 Which foods are 
healthy and 
unhealthy? 

 What is your 
favourite food? 

 How do I stay fit and 

healthy? 

Songs/Music  One Potato, Two Potato  Pat a cake, pat a cake 
 

Picture Books Daisy eat your peas by Kes Gray 
and Nick Sharratt 
Magic Porridge Pot – Trad. Tale 
The Giant Jam sandwich by Janet 
Burroway 

Nina the girl who ate and ate by 
Andrew Weale 
Princess and the pea - Trad. Tale 
Little Red Hen - Trad. Tale 

Notable People: 
Past and Present 
 
People and 
Communities 

 Eric Carle – author  
 
 
Local business owners – Mr and 
Mrs McGee who own ‘The 
Hungry Caterpillar’ restaurant 
who will visit school 

Eric Carle – author  
 
 
Local business owners – Mr and 
Mrs McGee who own ‘The 
Hungry Caterpillar’ restaurant 
who will visit school 

 

 

 

 

 



 
St James’ Infant and Nursery School – Reception Wider Reading Blanket 

Book Blanket for Wider Reading linked to each topics and books in addition to English Reading Spine) 
                                                                     

“Choose the right path” 

Spring 1 Week 3 Week 4 Class Focus Book Key questions 

Do you like 
ketchup on your 
ice cream? 
 
 

All Reception pupils now on 
RWI books so complete daily 
guided reading linked to this. 
 

All Reception pupils now on 
RWI books so complete daily 
guided reading linked to this. 
 
 

 

 Where does our 
food come from? 

 What is a 
healthy/unhealthy 
food? 

 How can I stay 
healthy? 

 Where do you buy 
your food? 

 How do I know what 
food tastes like? 
(revisit) 

 Does everyome eat 
the same food? 

 Where does fruit 
come from? 

Songs/Music  What did you have for lunch 
today? 

The Healthy Eating Song 

Picture Books Kitchen Disco – Clare Foges 
Oliver’s Fruit Salad – Vivian 
French 

Handa’s Hen – Eileen Browne 
Oliver’s Vegetables – Vivienne 
French 

Notable People: 
 
Past and Present 
 
People and 
Communities 

Eileene Browne- author 
 
 
 
 
Local shops and supermarkets 

 
 
 
 
 
Local shops and supermarkets 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
St James’ Infant and Nursery School – Reception Wider Reading Blanket 

Book Blanket for Wider Reading linked to each topics and books in addition to English Reading Spine) 
                                                                     

“Choose the right path” 

Spring 1 Week 5 Week 6 Class Focus Book Key questions 

What did the 
Hungry Caterpillar 
eat? 
 
 

All Reception pupils now on RWI 
books so complete daily guided 

reading linked to this.  

All Reception pupils now on RWI 
books so complete daily guided 
reading linked to this. 

 
 

 
 

 

 Where do you live? 

 Does everyone eat 
the same food? 

 Do we all eat in the 
same way? 

 Do we all live in the 
same way? 

 Does everyone use a 
knife and fork? 

 Do all countries do 
things in the same 
way we do? 

 Does every human 
look the same? 

Songs/Music  The Fruit Song – The Singing 
Walrus 

Helping to get ready for Chinese 
New Year - Twinkl 

Picture Books Look Out Susie Goose – Peter 
Horacek 
I will not ever nit ever eat a 
tomato – Lauren Child 

Story of Chinese New Year - 
twinkl 
Ruby’s Chinese New Year – Vicky 
Lee 

Notable People: 
Past and Present 
People and 
Communities 

Visit from chef at local Chinese 
restaurant 

Bernard Ashley – Author 
 
Local Chinese restaurant owner 
into school  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
St James’ Infant and Nursery School – Reception Wider Reading Blanket 

Book Blanket for Wider Reading linked to each topics and books in addition to English Reading Spine) 
                                                                     

“Choose the right path” 

  

Spring 2 Week 7 Week 8 Class Focus Book(s) Key questions 

Is there room on 
the bus? 
 
The World 
Past and Present 

All Reception pupils now on RWI 
books so complete daily guided 
reading linked to this. 

All Reception pupils now on RWI 
books so complete daily guided 
reading linked to this. 

 
Fiction 

 

 
Non-Fiction 

 

 How do you travel 
to school? 

 What ways to 
travel can you 
think of? 

 Can you get 
everywhere using 
a car? 

 Does all transport 
have wheels? 

 Have you ever 
been on a ………? 

 What is your 
favourite way to 
travel? 

Songs/Music  We all go travelling by 
 
The wheels on the bus 

The Wheels on the bus 
 
Row, row your boat 

Picture Books On the way home – Jill Murphy 
The journey home from 
Grandpa’s – Jemima Lumley  
The way back home – Oliver 
Jeffers 

Mr Grumpy’s Outing – Ian 
Armitage  
The Runaway Train – Benedict 
Blathwayt 
 

Notable People: 
 
Past and Present 
 
People and 
Communities 

Karl Benz – inventor of the car 
 
 
 
Friends and family 

Karl Benz – inventor of the car 
 
 
 
Friends and family 
 
 
 

 

 



 
St James’ Infant and Nursery School – Reception Wider Reading Blanket 

Book Blanket for Wider Reading linked to each topics and books in addition to English Reading Spine) 
                                                                     

“Choose the right path” 

Summer 2 Week 9 Week 10 Class Focus Book(s) Key questions 

Why were the 
wheels on the bus 
round? 
 
The World 
Past and Present 

All Reception pupils now on RWI 
books so complete daily guided 
reading linked to this. 

All Reception pupils now on RWI 
books so complete daily guided 
reading linked to this. 

 
Fiction 

 

 
 

Non-Fiction 
 

 
 Have you ever been 

on an aeroplane? 

 Would you lke to go 
on an aeroplane? 

 What does an 
aeroplane look like? 

 Who invented the 
first aeroplane? 

 What did aeroplanes 
from the past look 
like? 

 Who was Amelia 
Earhart? 

 How does an 
aeroplane fly? 

 Where would you go 
on an aeroplane? 

Songs/Music  The wheels on the bus 
The aeroplane song by Laurie 
Berkner 

The Wheels on the bus 
10 little aeroplanes 
 
 

Picture Books Car, car, truck, jeep  - Katrina 
Charman  
Taking Flight – The Wright 
Brothers - Hatchen 
 

At the airport – Collins 
The Amazing journey – Cheryl 
Hawkinson 
 
 

Notable People: 
 
Past and Present 
 
People and 
Communities 

Wright Brothers 
 
 
Friends and family 

Amelia Earhart 
 
 
Friends and family 
 
 
 

 

 



 
St James’ Infant and Nursery School – Reception Wider Reading Blanket 

Book Blanket for Wider Reading linked to each topics and books in addition to English Reading Spine) 
                                                                     

“Choose the right path” 

Summer 2 Week 11 Week 12 Class Focus Book(s) Key questions 

Why were the 
wheels on the bus 
round? 
 

 

All Reception pupils now on RWI 
books so complete daily guided 
reading linked to this. 

All Reception pupils now on RWI 
books so complete daily guided 
reading linked to this. 

 
Week 11 

 

 
Week 12 

 Have you ever been on 
a bus? 

 Would you lke to go on 
a bus? 

 What does a bus look 
like? 

 What shape are its’s 
wheels? 

 What did buses from 
the past look like? 

 How does a bus work? 

 Why was the bus 
naughty? 

 Have you been on a 
train? 

 Do you like trains? 

 Are all trains the same? 

 Have trains changed 
from the past? 

 Where would you go 
on a train 

Songs/Music  The wheels on the bus 
 

The Wheels on the bus 
Down at the station 
 

Picture Books You can’t take an elephant on a 
bus – Patricia Cleveland-Pack 
The Hundred Decker Bus – Mike 
Smith 
A day in the life of a bus driver – 
Carol Watkins 

The Train Ride – June Crebbin 
Oi, get off our train – John 
Burnigham 
William and the night train – Mij 
Kelly and Alison Jay 
 

Notable People: 
 
Past and Present 
 
People and 
Communities 

Bus Driver on our school trip 
 
Friends and family 

George Stephenson 
 
Friends and family 
 
 
 

 



 
St James’ Infant and Nursery School – Reception Wider Reading Blanket 

Book Blanket for Wider Reading linked to each topics and books in addition to English Reading Spine) 
                                                                     

“Choose the right path” 

 

Spring 2 Guided Reading Class Focus Book Key questions 

Would you like to 
snuggle up with a 
book? 
 

  

All Reception pupils now on RWI 
books so complete daily guided 
reading linked to this. 
 

 

 

 
 

1 week 

 Can you talk about the story? 

 Can you retell the story? 

 How does thestory make you feel? 

 What do you think happnes next in the 
story? 

 How do you think Jesus felt in the story? 

 What would you do if you saw this 
happening? 

Songs and Music Spring Chicken – Out of the Ark 
Songs linked to Easter Service in 
school 

Picture Books We’re Going on an egg hunt by 
Martha Mumford 
 
God gave us Easter by Lisa Bergren 
 

Notable People: 
Past and Present 
 
People and 
Communities 

Jesus 
 
 
Anna Jones from Church 
Friends and families 

 

 

 

 



 
St James’ Infant and Nursery School – Reception Wider Reading Blanket 

Book Blanket for Wider Reading linked to each topics and books in addition to English Reading Spine) 
                                                                     

“Choose the right path” 

Spring Term Wider Reading Book Blanket 

Chapter Book/Fiction        Non-Fiction        Picture Book        Poetry        

Communications and language/Literacy 

Selection of RWI books and reading scheme books across the ability ranges  
 

                                                                                                                          
                  Poetry and Rhyme                                                                                                                                                                                     Storybooks linked to food and taste 
 

Mathematical Development 

                                                                                        
               Comparing quantities      Sorting and Comparing                               Capacity                                                                                    Shape and pattern                                                              
 
 

               
 



 
St James’ Infant and Nursery School – Reception Wider Reading Blanket 

Book Blanket for Wider Reading linked to each topics and books in addition to English Reading Spine) 
                                                                     

“Choose the right path” 

                                                                     Counting and Comparing Numbers 
 
 

Understanding the World 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                         
  
 Story books linked to Chinese New Year and other cultures (People and Communities)                    Nonfiction books linked to people and communities.            
 

                                                                                 
 

           
                                   Picture books about transport and journeys 
                                                                                                



 
St James’ Infant and Nursery School – Reception Wider Reading Blanket 

Book Blanket for Wider Reading linked to each topics and books in addition to English Reading Spine) 
                                                                     

“Choose the right path” 

      
                         Storybooks about Easter  
 
 
 
   
 

            
Non Non fiction books about transport and people associated with it     
 

PSED 

    

                                                  
                                                 Celebrating similarities and differences/Understanding others          
                                                                                 



 
St James’ Infant and Nursery School – Reception Wider Reading Blanket 

Book Blanket for Wider Reading linked to each topics and books in addition to English Reading Spine) 
                                                                     

“Choose the right path” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whole School Value: Creativity and Christian Value links 

      

                                
                Hope                      



 
St James’ Infant and Nursery School – Reception Wider Reading Blanket 

Book Blanket for Wider Reading linked to each topics and books in addition to English Reading Spine) 
                                                                     

“Choose the right path” 

Summer 1 Week 1 Week 2 Class Focus Book(s) Key questions 

Can a frog live in a 
tree? 
 

 

All Reception pupils now on RWI 
books so complete daily guided 
reading linked to this. 

All Reception pupils now on RWI 
books so complete daily guided 
reading linked to this. 

 
 

 

 What is a 
palentologist? 

 How do learn about 
dinosaurs? 

 What did they look 
like? 

 Are they all the same? 

 Did they all live at the 
same time? 

 What is a fossil? 

 What did dinosuars 
eat? 

 Could dinosaurs fly 

 What does extinct 
mean? 

 How big were the 
dinosaurs? 

 What killed the 
dinosuars? 

Songs/Music  10 Little Dinosaurs Stegosaurus Rap - Andy 

Picture Books You can be a palaeontologist – Dr 
Scott 
The dinosaur that popped a 
planet – Tom Fletcher 
T Rex on tour - Chae Strathie 

Harry and his bucket full of 
dinosaurs –  Ian Whybrow 
Gigantasaurus – Johnny Duddle 
Questions and answers about 
dinosaurs – Katie Daynes 

Notable People: 
 
Past and Present 
 
People and 
Communities 

 
 
Vist from Dinosaur Encounters 
 
Andy from Andy’s dinosaur 
adventures 

 
 
 
 
Andy from Andy’s dinosaur 
adventures 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
St James’ Infant and Nursery School – Reception Wider Reading Blanket 

Book Blanket for Wider Reading linked to each topics and books in addition to English Reading Spine) 
                                                                     

“Choose the right path” 

 Week 4 Week 5 Class Focus Book Key questions 

Can a frog live in a 
tree? 
 
The World 
 
PESD 
 
Creative  
 
 

All Reception pupils now on RWI 
books so complete daily guided 
reading linked to this. 

All Reception pupils now on RWI 
books so complete daily guided 
reading linked to this. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 What is a jungle? 

 Which animals live 
there? 

 Are they all the 
same? 

 What do they eat? 

 What do they look  
like? 

 What is camouflage? 

 What is the weather 
like? 

 What might yiu 
see/hear in the 
jungle? 

 What would you 
need to take wiyh 
you? 

Songs/Music  Down in the jungle I am a greedy crocodile 

Picture Books Walking through the jungle – 
Julie Lancome 
Monkey puzzle –Julia Donaldson 
In the jungle – Axel Schefller 

Wonky Donkey – Craig Smith 
Giraffes can’t dance – Giles 
Andreae 
That’s not my lion/tiger – Fiona 
Watt 

Notable People: 
 

Visit from Pet Encounters 

 

 

 

 



 
St James’ Infant and Nursery School – Reception Wider Reading Blanket 

Book Blanket for Wider Reading linked to each topics and books in addition to English Reading Spine) 
                                                                     

“Choose the right path” 

 Week 6 Week 7 Class Focus Book Key questions 

Can a frog live in a 
tree? 
 
The World 
 
PESD 
 
Creative  
 
Literacy 
 
Communication and 
Language 

All Reception pupils now on RWI 
books so complete daily guided 

reading linked to this.  

All Reception pupils now on RWI 
books so complete daily guided 
reading linked to this. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 Which aniamls do 
you think live on a 
farm? 

 An you name some? 

 Why di we have 
farms? 

 What do farm 
animals wat? 

 What food do we get 
from the farm? 

 What are the 
different jobs that 
farners do on the 
farm? 

 Are all farm animals 
the same? 

 What are the names 
of different animal 
babies? 

 Could you keep a 
farm animal as a pet? 

 Would you help 
Farmer Duck? 

Songs/Music  Old McDonald Baa Baa Black Sheep 
5 Little Ducks 

Picture Books Does a cow say boo? – Judy 
Hindley 
From cow to milk carton – Annie 
Miles 
Hug – Jez Aloborough 

Night, night farm – Roger Priddy 
Owl Babies – Martin Waddell 
Come on Daisy – Jane Simmons 

Notable People: 
Past and Present 
People and 
Communities 

 
  

 



 
St James’ Infant and Nursery School – Reception Wider Reading Blanket 

Book Blanket for Wider Reading linked to each topics and books in addition to English Reading Spine) 
                                                                     

“Choose the right path” 

Summer 2 Week 1 Week 2 Class Focus Book Key questions 

To infinity and 
beyond! 
 
 

All Reception pupils now on RWI 
books so complete daily guided 

reading linked to this.  

All Reception pupils now on RWI 
books so complete daily guided 
reading linked to this. 

    
 
 

   

 
 
 
 

 
 

 If you could travel 
anywhere where 
would you go? 

 What wold you take 
with you? 

 What is an 
imagination? 

 What is am alien? 

 Do you think aliens 
excist? 

 Where is space? 

 What do aliens look 
like? 

 What does space 
look like? 

Songs/Music  5 Little Men in a flying saucer Alien Space Party – Pink Fong 

Picture Books Alien’s Love Underpants – Claire 
Freedman 
Red Rockets and rainbow jelly – 
Nick Sharett and Sue Heap 
 

How to catch a star – Oliver Jeffers 
The Way Back Home  - Oliver Jeffers 

Notable People: 
Past and Present 
People and 
Communities 

Jill MurphyJill Murphy  Julia Donladson 



 
St James’ Infant and Nursery School – Reception Wider Reading Blanket 

Book Blanket for Wider Reading linked to each topics and books in addition to English Reading Spine) 
                                                                     

“Choose the right path” 

 

Summer 2 Week 3 Week 4 Class Focus Book Key questions 

To infinity and 
beyond! 
 
 

All Reception pupils now on RWI 
books so complete daily guided 

reading linked to this.  

All Reception pupils now on RWI 
books so complete daily guided 
reading linked to this. 

    

 
 

    
 
 
 

 
 

 What is a planet? 

 How many planets 
are there? 

 Can you name them? 

 What are planets 
made from? 

 Is the sun a planet? 

 Where do we live? 

 Could we live on any 
planet? 

 What is a star? 

 What is the moon? 

Songs/Music  
 

Earth and the Moon – You Tube The 8 Planets Song – You Tube 

Picture Books Meet the Planets – Carayl Hart 
Field Trip to the Moon – John 
Hare 

Sadie Sprocker Builds A Rocket – 
Sue Fliess 
Look Up – Nathan Bryon 

Notable People: 
Past and Present 
People and 
Communities 

MurphyVisit from Planetarium  Yuri Gagarin – First Man in space 

 

 



 
St James’ Infant and Nursery School – Reception Wider Reading Blanket 

Book Blanket for Wider Reading linked to each topics and books in addition to English Reading Spine) 
                                                                     

“Choose the right path” 

 

Summer 2 Week 5 Week 6 Class Focus Book Key questions 

To infinity and 
beyond! 
 
 

All Reception pupils now on RWI 
books so complete daily guided 

reading linked to this.  

All Reception pupils now on RWI 
books so complete daily guided 
reading linked to this. 

   

 
 
 

    
 
 
 

 
 

 How do we get to 
space? 

 Have people walked 
on the moon? 

 Who was the first 
man on the moon? 

 What was his 
spaceship called? 

 Can you breath in 
space? 

 What is oxygen? 

 What is gravity? 

 What is an 
astronaut? 

 What do astronauts 
wear? 

 What do astronauts 
eat? 
 

Songs/Music  A Song about Rockets – You 
Tube 

We’re Going on a Rocket Ship 

Picture Books Goodnight Spaceman – Michelle 
Robinson 
Zoom to the Moon – PAT-A CAKE 

Roaring Rockets – Tony Mitton 
Mousetranaut – Mark Kelly 

Notable People: 
Past and Present 
People and 
Communities 

Luna 1 Space Shuttle Neil Armstrong First Man on the 
Moon  

 



 
St James’ Infant and Nursery School – Reception Wider Reading Blanket 

Book Blanket for Wider Reading linked to each topics and books in addition to English Reading Spine) 
                                                                     

“Choose the right path” 

 

Summer Term Wider Reading Book Blanket 

Chapter Book/Fiction        Non-Fiction        Picture Book        Poetry        

Communications and language/Literacy 

Selection of RWI books and reading scheme books across the ability ranges  
 

                           
 

                                                  
Story books linked to topic on animals 
 

            
 Story books linked to space 
 
 
 
 



 
St James’ Infant and Nursery School – Reception Wider Reading Blanket 

Book Blanket for Wider Reading linked to each topics and books in addition to English Reading Spine) 
                                                                     

“Choose the right path” 

 
 

Mathematical Development 

                                                                                 
 

                                           
 

               
                                                                     Counting and Comparing Numbers/quantities                                                                                           Shape and pattern 

Understanding the World 

                             
 
Non fiction books about space 
 
 
 



 
St James’ Infant and Nursery School – Reception Wider Reading Blanket 

Book Blanket for Wider Reading linked to each topics and books in addition to English Reading Spine) 
                                                                     

“Choose the right path” 

 

 

 

 
                                                                                                                                                     

Creative Development 

 

                  
                                      Books about artists                 

Whole School Value: Creativity and Christian Value links 

 

                                
                                            Humility                                                                                       Peace  


