
                                     Subject: Curriculum Overview: History  
 

  

Cycle A Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Nursery   Nursery Rhymes  

Learning nursery 
rhymes– discussion of 
pictures/vocabulary 
role play areas/ 
comparing now and 
then 

  What lives in the 
garden? 
Passing of time linked 
to growth, planting 
and seasons 

Reception What makes me 
special? 
Theme: Human Life 
Cycles - Changes 
within living Memory 
What can I do now?  
What changes can I 
see? 
 
 

  Is there room on the 
bus? 
Theme: Transport –  
Comparing trains and 
planes from the past 
Significant historical 
people  
The Wright Brothers 
Amelia Earhart  
George Stephenson 

 To infinity and 
beyond! 
Theme: Space - 
Significant historical 
people  
Tim Peake first 
astronaut to walk in 
space 

KS1  
 

How have toys and 
technology changed 
over the years? 
(Innovation, invention 
and society) 
Changes within living 
memory  
Identifying and sorting 
old and new toys 
Create timelines  
Understanding of how 
toys have changed over 
time Invention of the 
internet  

 Do all heroes wear a 
cape? (Society and 
legacy) 
Lives of significant 
people  
Grace Darling 
Comparison of Florence 
Nightingale and 
Mary Seacole 

 How has Whitehaven 
changed through the 
years? (Society and 
legacy) 
Significant historical 
events, people and 
places in their own 
locality 
Changes within living 
memory  
Local history  
Changes in 
Whitehaven  
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Cycle B Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Nursery It’s good to be me! 

Own life story and 
family’s history 
 

   What a wonderful 
world 
Passing of time linked 
to growth, planting 
and seasons 

 

Reception What makes me 
special? 
Theme: Human Life 
Cycles - Changes 
within living Memory 
What can I do now?  

What changes can I 
see? 
 
 

  Is there room on the 
bus? 
Theme: Transport –  
Comparing trains and 
planes from the past 
Significant historical 
people  
The Wright Brothers 
Amelia Earhart  
George Stephenson 

 To infinity and 
beyond! 
Theme: Space - 
Significant historical 
people  
Tim Peake first British 
astronaut to walk in 
space 

KS1 1  
 

What was the Great 
fire of London? 
(Society and legacy) 
Events beyond living 
memory and comparing 
aspects of life in 
different periods 
How and why the fire 
started. Compare 
London then and now. 
Impact of fire on 
society. Significant 
people – Samuel Pepys,  
How firefighting has 
changed over the years 

 What makes a great 
explorer? (Exploration, 
trade and legacy) 
Lives of significant 
people 
First moon landing- 
Neil Armstrong  
Discovering the 
Americas – 
Christopher Columbus  

 What happened to 
the Titanic? (Society 
and legacy) 
Events beyond living 
memory and comparing 
aspects of life in 
different periods 
How and why the 
Titanic sank. 
Impact of sinking on 
society. 
Comparing class 
Evolution of safety 
procedures  
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