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Our last week of the Spring term has been as busy as ever! 

Thank you to our Nursery parents who came to our 'Stay and Play' sessions. We hope you 

found this useful and enjoyable. The Nursery are looking forward to welcoming more new 

children in the summer term.  

Our staff have also been very busy this week, attending different training sessions. Miss 

Bibby, Miss Bragg and I travelled to Nelson in Lancashire to visit an outstanding school. This 

was to strengthen our practice in delivering high quality interactions in the early years. Mrs 

Frankland and Mrs Pattinson have visited  a school in Wigton for Loose Parts training linked 

to OPAL play, which has given lots of ideas to support our children at lunchtimes. As a 

school, we love to collaborate with other professionals and look at how we can further 

develop key areas in school.  

In Nursery, the children are finishing their learning about shopping and will have a trip to 

Morrisons after Easter to consolidate their knowledge in this area. They have been working 

hard in Literacy and developing their language skills through our structured story sessions. 

There is further information on our website for this using the link below. There is also 

information about our reading curriculum and texts we use throughout the school.  

Our Reading Curriculum | St James' CofE Infant and Nursery School 

Reception children have had a busy week, the highlight being their walk around Whitehaven 

to look at physical and environmental features. They continue to amaze us with their reading 

and writing in school too. 

In KS1 have been loving their book 'The Minpins' and have been busy writing character 

descriptions. In maths they have been working very hard to solve division problems. Well 

done everyone! 

Children have been busy with Easter crafts and we loved all your contributions to the 

'decorate an egg' competition.  

As we head towards the Easter holidays, the staff would like to thank you for your continued 

support, we truly appreciate it. Thank you also to Mrs Jones who has been into school to 

make Easter Gardens and Mr Jones for making wooden crosses for our children.  

Have a restful Easter and we will see you all on the 13th April, 

Miss Sapsed 

https://www.st-james-inf.cumbria.sch.uk/our-reading-curriculum/


    

 

 

    



    

Upcoming Church Services and Community Events 

 



 

 



Our weekly celebrations 

 

Headteacher Award-  Alexia 

 

Learners of the week 

Great Gable-  Norah and Jules 

Melbreak- Ember 

Catbells- Delilah  

Scafell-  Kaitlynn 

Skiddaw-  Xander 

 

Handwriters of the week -  Reggie, Jack,  Mario and Blake 

Achievements outside of school - Skyla, Blake, Toby, Alfie, Hope and Georgie 

Superstar Readers - Skyla 
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Easter Activities 

 

 



 

 



Donations and help needed please! 

We are running low on recycled boxes etc for our areas of provision in KS1 and EYFS. If you 

have any old boxes, yogurt pots etc please can we have for our craft and DT areas. 

We are also looking for wooden cable reels which electricians use. If anyone knows of any 

electricians that could donate to school, please could  you let us know. We use these for 

small world, displays and they are easily painted to use in class. Many thanks.  

Sport's Week 

 

Our Sport's Week is creeping up on us fast this year. This is a week where we offer a range of 

sporting activities to the pupils and also have our annual Sport's Day'. We have some 

coaches booked in, but if we have any parents who are coaches and would like to volunteer 

to do some sessions in school, this would be greatly appreciated. We have had football, 

rugby, personal trainers etc in the past and would welcome any sport that the children could 

be part of. Please let your child's teacher know if you know of anyone or email school admin. 

Sports Week is from Monday 18th May to Friday 22nd May. Sport's Day is the afternoon of 

Wednesday 20th May. Thanks.  



10p swims for Cumberland children 

 

All schoolchildren aged up to 16 years old from the Cumberland area will be able to go for a 

swim in a choice of five indoor pools for only 10p over the Easter school holidays (30 March - 

10 April). The discounted scheme has been put in place by Cumberland Council, with the 

support of Everyone Active, GLL and Wigton Baths Trust.  The council scheme will offer 

discounted swimming opportunities throughout the two weeks. It will be available at the 

following leisure sites at allocated times during the Easter school holidays:   

• The Sands Centre (Carlisle): Weekdays (except bank holidays), 10am - 10.50am.   

• Cockermouth Leisure Centre: Weekdays, 1pm - 1.50pm.  

• Workington Leisure Centre: Monday 30 March and Wednesday 1 - Friday 3 April, 

10am - 10.50am. Tuesday 31 March, 1pm - 1.50pm. Monday 6 - Friday 10 April, 10am 

- 10.50am.  

• Copeland Pool and Fitness Centre (Whitehaven): Weekdays (except Wednesday 1 

and 8 April) 1pm - 1.50pm.  

• Wigton Baths: Monday 30 March, 3pm - 4pm. Tuesday 31 March and 7 April, 

11.30am - 12.30pm and 3.45pm - 4.45pm. Wednesday 1 April and Wednesday 8 

April, 3.15pm - 4.15pm. Thursday 2 and Thursday 9 April, 3pm -4pm. Friday 10 April, 

11am - 12pm.  

Disability Access Fund 

 

If your child is in Nursery and receives Disability Living Allowance (or you receive it for them) 

please let Mrs Brown in the office know. If you do, we can then apply access additional 

funding to help support them even more in class. 



Attendance and punctuality 

 

 

Catbells were our attendance winners this week with 98.4%! Well done everyone ! 

The more children are in school the more the children have chances to succeed. Good 

attendance correlates strongly to good attainment and progress.  

Our whole school attendance this week was   95.9%,  2.8% higher than the Primary National 

average of  93.1%! Well done to everyone who came into school this week. Thank you, we 

appreciate your commitment to helping us secure very good  attendance. It really does pay 

dividends for your child's progress. 

Well done to everyone who received our attendance certificates this term too.  

 

• 5 minutes late each day = 3 days lost per year 

• 10 minutes lost per day = 6 days lost per year 

• 15 minutes late each day = 10 days lost per year 

• 20 minutes late every day = 13 days lost per year 

• 30 minutes late every day = 19 days lost per year 



Breakfast club/ After school club 

 

Breakfast and After School Club Bookings are to be made in advance via our online system 

School Money. Please note that you cannot book via School Money on the day, all bookings 

must be made by midnight the day before. For emergency bookings at short notice you can 

still ring the school office. Feel free to book in for any odd sessions that your child would like 

to attend. Sessions run from 3.15pm-5.15pm. The cost is £5.50 for the session, and pick up 

can be anytime up until 5.15pm from the middle Key Stage 1 classroom (door with the ramp 

on the bottom yard).. 

Activities 

Lots of different activities are provided each day for the children. They are welcome to 

choose from a variety of different games, crafts, construction and many other activities as 

well as our set activity for the day. 

 



Lunch Orders 

 

School lunches need to be ordered through the School Money system. They can be ordered 

in advance for the rest of the half term but they must be ordered by the day before at the 

latest. If your child is bringing in a packed lunch from home, please ensure you select that 

option on School Money so that the office are aware. Packed lunches must not contain fizzy 

drinks or (as stated above) any items that contain or may contain nuts.  

 



Upcoming diary dates 

 

 

•  Friday 27th March 3.15p.m. - Break up for Easter 

• 13th April - Children return to school 

• 30th March to 1st April - Hawes End for Y2 

• 4th May - Bank Holiday Monday - School Closed 

• 12th May - Class Photos 

• Sport's Week - Monday 18th May to Friday 22nd May (more details will follow) 

• Sport's Day -  Wednesday 20th May (more details to follow) 

*Please note further dates will be added as they arise throughout the spring term.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Contact Us 

 

 

St James' C of E Infant and Nursery School 

High Street 

Whitehaven 

CA28 7PZ 

01946 691970 

admin@st-james-inf.cumbria.sch.uk 

 

Visit us on the web at www.st-james-inf.cumbria.sch.uk  


