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Happy New Year and welcome to our first newsletter of 2026! 

It may have been a short week, but it has been a busy one. All of the children have settled 

back into school brilliantly. Melbreak and Great Gable are enjoying being in their new 

classrooms and already have excellent relationships with their new teachers. 

On that note, I would like to take this opportunity to welcome Miss Johnstone, our Nursery 

teacher, and Mr Wilkinson who is now working in Melbreak. We know you will both enjoy 

being at our lovely school.  

It has already been a jam packed few days of learning. In the Nursery, children have started 

their theme of Nursery Rhymes and it would be brilliant if you could practise singing Nursery 

Rhymes with your child at home to support this. They have enjoyed exploring new areas of 

provision set out in their classrooms and learning their new routines.  

Reception pupils have started their learning about the numbers 4 and 5 in Maths and staff 

have introduced their learning about food and where it comes from through the book 

Farmyard Hullabaloo.  

In KS1 the children have started their new literacy book 'The Bear Under the Stairs' by Helen 

Cooper and are learning about Addition and Subtraction to 100 in Maths. 

Our UDance rehearsals are now underway with Miss Gillian and it looks to be another 

amazing performance this year.  Please see Miss Powell if you would like further information 

about this. We will let you know when it is time to book tickets.  

Finally, I would just like to say a massive good luck to Mrs Moore as she starts her Executive 

Headship over the Infants and the Juniors. I am sure you will agree, she will do an amazing 

job as she has here at the Infants.  

Have a lovely weekend! 

Miss Sapsed 



   

    

 



Applying for Reception and Transferring to Junior School 

 

Cumberland School Admissions are reminding parents of the deadline to apply for places in 

Reception and Year 3 for September 2026 is 15th January 2026. All children moving from our 

Nursery to Reception next year still need to apply through Cumberland Council as do our 

current year 2 children moving onto the Juniors. You can use the link below to apply: 

Apply for a school place or change schools | Cumberland Council 

https://www.cumberland.gov.uk/schools-and-education/apply-school-place-or-change-schools


Upcoming Church Services and Community Events 

Socks!! 

EYFS staff have a shortage of socks for when children need changed. We would greatly 

appreciate any donations of old ones you may have at home. Thank you.  

OPAL 

We are currently updating our areas of OPAL pay on the playground and are looking to 

restock our small world cupboard. We would appreciate any donations of small world toys 

such as animals, sea creatures, dinosaurs etc to add to this if your child has any which they 

no longer play with. Many thanks.   

Missing Book! 

 

Please can Reception parents check to see if their child has our book 'little Red' at home. It is 

one of our Literacy scheme books and staff think it may have been mixed up with our books 

that go home. It is an expensive one to buy, so we wanted to do a final check before 

ordering.  



Junior School Breakfast Club 

 

As of Monday, St James CE Junior School will open Breakfast Club from 7.40p.m. each 

morning in line with the Infants.  

Our weekly celebrations 

 

Headteacher Award-  Anandi  

Learners of the week 

Great Gable- Paige  

Melbreak-  Freddie 

Catbells-  Dan 

Scafell- Alexia 

Skiddaw-  Remi 

Handwriters of the week 

Skyla, Madison, Mollie and Zara. 

Achievements outside of school 

None this week. 



     

    



 



 

 



Attendance and punctuality 

 

 

Great Gable were our attendance winners this week with 100%! Well done everyone ! 

The more children are in school the more the children have chances to succeed. Good 

attendance correlates strongly to good attainment and progress.  

Our whole school attendance this week was 98.2% , only 3.1% higher than the Primary 

National average of 95.1%! Well done to everyone who came into school this week. Thank 

you, we appreciate your commitment to helping us secure very good  attendance. It really 

does pay dividends for your child's progress. 

 

• 5 minutes late each day = 3 days lost per year 

• 10 minutes lost per day = 6 days lost per year 

• 15 minutes late each day = 10 days lost per year 

• 20 minutes late every day = 13 days lost per year 

• 30 minutes late every day = 19 days lost per year 



Breakfast club/ After school club 

 

Breakfast and After School Club Bookings are to be made in advance via our online system 

School Money. Please note that you cannot book via School Money on the day, all bookings 

must be made by midnight the day before. For emergency bookings at short notice you can 

still ring the school office. Feel free to book in for any odd sessions that your child would like 

to attend. Sessions run from 3.15pm-5.15pm. The cost is £5.50 for the session, and pick up 

can be anytime up until 5.15pm from the middle Key Stage 1 classroom (door with the ramp 

on the bottom yard).. 

Activities 

Lots of different activities are provided each day for the children. They are welcome to 

choose from a variety of different games, crafts, construction and many other activities as 

well as our set activity for the day. 

Our new timetable will be available next week. 

 

 

 

 



Lunch Orders 

 

School lunches need to be ordered through the School Money system. They can be ordered 

in advance for the rest of the half term but they must be ordered by the day before at the 

latest. If your child is bringing in a packed lunch from home, please ensure you select that 

option on School Money so that the office are aware. Packed lunches must not contain fizzy 

drinks or (as stated above) any items that contain or may contain nuts.  

 



Upcoming diary dates 

 

• 16th January - Reception Dental Survey 

• 16th February - Half term starts 

• 3rd March - Phonics Screening Meeting for Y1 parents 

*Please note further dates will be added as they arise throughout the spring term.  

Contact Us 

 

 

St James' C of E Infant and Nursery School 

High Street 

Whitehaven 

CA28 7PZ 

01946 691970 

admin@st-james-inf.cumbria.sch.uk 

 

Visit us on the web at www.st-james-inf.cumbria.sch.uk  


