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Welcome to the final newsletter of the autumn term.  

It has been a joy to be in school this week! At the beginning of the week the children 

performed their Christmas nativities to packed audiences- it was a full house and a lovely 

atmosphere for each show. The children were amazing with their super singing and 

confident speaking!  These were both a lovely start to the festivities! This morning everyone 

went over to watch the Key Stage Two nativity and the children were engrossed. It was 

amazing as usual.  

We have lots more Christmas activities planned for the children for the final few days of the 

term. It promises to be another busy week! 

On behalf of all the staff and Governors I would like to wish all of our families a Merry 

Christmas and we look forward to welcoming everyone back for the start of the spring term 

on Wednesday 7th January.  

Have a lovely Christmas break, best wishes, 

Mrs Moore 



     

    



         

    

     



        

       

       



Christmas Lunch Day 

 

Christmas lunch is available to order through School Money as usual. There will only be one 

lunch option for Wednesday.  

The children can come to school in their Christmas jumpers (no donation needed) and they 

will have their party in the afternoon.  

Christmas Service in Church 

 

On the final day of term we will be holding our Christmas church service at 12.15pm with 

our Junior school. Parents are welcome to join us for Christmas songs, readings and prayers. 

At the end of the service we will bring our children back over to school to go home from 

their classrooms. School will close for Christmas at the earlier time of 1.15pm (the service is 

anticipated to last 45 minutes).  

Please note: Nursery will not be attending the service so they can be collected from their 

classroom door at 1pm.  



Melbreak new classroom 

 

As you are already aware, Mrs Chambers will be teaching Melbreak (one of our Reception 

classes) from January onwards as Miss Sapsed will become Head of School.  

Melbreak are moving into a different classroom next door to Scafell which will make room 

for our new nursery intake. Drop off and collection will be from the classroom at the back of 

school in the new year. The staff will be on hand to let you know where to go if you are 

unsure (your child will be able to help as they know where to go!) 

U Dance 

 

There are 12 remaining places to participate in U Dance 2026 at the Carnegie Theatre in 

March. Please sign up via School Money if your child would like to take part. Once these 

places have been filled, we cannot offer anymore.  

If payment is a barrier, please contact the school office in confidence.  



After school football club 

 

This week we have asked the classes which sport they would like the sports coach (Dan) to 

run after the holidays. The vote went in favour of football! The after school football club will 

continue after Christmas for Key Stage 1.   

Please log on to School Money if you would like your child to take part each Wednesday 

3.15-4.15pm.   

Toilet training 

 

New potty-training guide 

Across the country, 1 in 4 children aren’t toilet trained when they start Reception.  The 

new Potty Training Guide has been developed by the early years sector and offers clear, 

research-based  guidance around when and how to potty train. Please follow the link if you 

would like some hints and tips to best support your child to achieve this.  

https://startingreception.co.uk/potty-training/


Applying for Reception and Transferring to Junior School 

 

Cumberland School Admissions are reminding parents of the deadline to apply for places in 

Reception and Year 3 for September 2026 is 15th January 2026. All children moving from our 

Nursery to Reception next year still need to apply through Cumberland Council as do our 

current year 2 children moving onto the Juniors. You can use the link below to apply: 

Apply for a school place or change schools | Cumberland Council 

https://www.cumberland.gov.uk/schools-and-education/apply-school-place-or-change-schools


Upcoming Church Services and Community Events 

 



 



 



 

 



Our weekly celebrations 

 

Headteacher Award-  Rory 

Learners of the week 

Great Gable- Frankie 

Melbreak- Esther 

Catbells- Delilah 

Scafell- Asal 

Skiddaw- Emelia 

Handwriters of the week 

Indie, Elijah, Cora, Florrie and Bradley 

Bronze and Silver Reading Certificate-  

Lots of children this week - well done! 

Achievements outside of school 

James H , Blake, Mia, Noah and Penny 



    

    

 



    

    



 



 

 



Attendance and punctuality 

 

 

 Skiddaw are our attendance winners this week with 99.2%! Well done everyone ! 

The more children are in school the more the children have chances to succeed. Good 

attendance correlates strongly to good attainment and progress.  

Our whole school attendance this week was 97% , 3.5% higher than the Primary National 

average of 93.5% but we have had a number of viruses circulating this week. Hopefully we 

will be back up to our usual excellent attendance next week. Thank you, we appreciate your 

commitment to helping us secure very good  attendance. It really does pay dividends for 

your child's progress. 

 

• 5 minutes late each day = 3 days lost per year 

• 10 minutes lost per day = 6 days lost per year 

• 15 minutes late each day = 10 days lost per year 

• 20 minutes late every day = 13 days lost per year 

• 30 minutes late every day = 19 days lost per year 



Breakfast club/ After school club 

 

Breakfast and After School Club Bookings are to be made in advance via our online system 

School Money. Please note that you cannot book via School Money on the day, all bookings 

must be made by midnight the day before. For emergency bookings at short notice you can 

still ring the school office. Feel free to book in for any odd sessions that your child would like 

to attend. Sessions run from 3.15pm-5.15pm. The cost is £5.50 for the session, and pick up 

can be anytime up until 5.15pm from the middle Key Stage 1 classroom (door with the ramp 

on the bottom yard).. 

Activities 

Lots of different activities are provided each day for the children. They are welcome to 

choose from a variety of different games, crafts, construction and many other activities as 

well as our set activity for the day. 

 



Lunch Orders 

 

School lunches need to be ordered through the School Money system. They can be ordered 

in advance for the rest of the half term but they must be ordered by the day before at the 

latest. If your child is bringing in a packed lunch from home, please ensure you select that 

option on School Money so that the office are aware. Packed lunches must not contain fizzy 

drinks or (as stated above) any items that contain or may contain nuts.  

Christmas Dinner Day change: see above 

 



Upcoming diary dates 

 

Wednesday 17th December- Christmas jumper day, Christmas dinner and Christmas party 

Friday 19th December- Joint Christmas Carol service at church (12.15pm) 

                                          Break up for the Christmas holidays (1.15pm) 

Wednesday 7th January 8.40am- School reopens for the beginning of the Spring Term 

Contact Us 

 

 

St James' C of E Infant and Nursery School 

High Street 

Whitehaven 

CA28 7PZ 

01946 691970 

admin@st-james-inf.cumbria.sch.uk 

 

Visit us on the web at www.st-james-inf.cumbria.sch.uk  


