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Welcome to our weekly newsletter.  

It’s been a very busy start to December in school! Our whole school enjoyed a trip to the 

theatre to watch Beauty and the Beast, which was an unforgettable experience for everyone. 

We were also delighted to welcome staff from a local Infant school, giving us the opportunity 

to share good practice and strengthen our community links. Meanwhile, the excitement is 

building as dress rehearsals for our nativity plays are in full swing and our Christmas Fayre 

helped us to get into the festive spirit. Thank you to all the staff for their contributions to the 

organisation of the fayre.  

Looking ahead, we can’t wait to share the joy of our nativity productions with you next 

week!  

Have a lovely weekend! 

Mrs Moore 

 

    



 

 

    

    



    

    

 



    

Parent Governor Election Result 

 

Bryony Hendren (Beau Robertson's Mum) had the most votes in our Parent Governor 

election ballot. We would like to welcome Bryony to our team. She will be able to attend and 

contribute to the next Full Governors meeting in the spring term.  



Early Years Packed Lunches 

 

Fruit Preparation Guidance for Under-5s 

From September 2025, the updated EYFS framework includes stronger "Safer Eating" 

requirements. We have implemented these in school.  

       Why We’re Slicing Fruit for Your Child 

• Reduce choking risk: Firm or round fruit (e.g. grapes or cherries) should be cut 

lengthwise then quartered.  

• Citrus fruits (oranges, tangerines): Naturally pulpy and less likely to form hazard 

shapes, pose lower choking risk, but still need to be segmented and skin removed.  

• Large or firm fruits: Apples, melon, etc., should be sliced into thin batons or wedges, 

softened if needed.  

• Remove hard parts: Stones, pips, tough skins, and seeds must be discarded before 

serving.  

                 What This Means for Parents 

• Please send apples in packed lunches chopped into smaller pieces.  

• Please avoid sending whole grapes, cherry tomatoes, nuts, or citrus segments with 

skins, as these pose hazards to young children. 

Thank you for your understanding and support in keeping our youngest learners safe. 



No hooped/ dangly earrings policy 

 

Some children are starting to come to school wearing lovely Christmas earrings. Due to the 

danger of hooped and dangly earrings, please could we ask that these are worn at home 

only. Our children are very active in school and they can easily become caught which would 

result in a nasty injury.  

Nativity 

 

Our Nativity performances are next week. They are ticket only events. Due to fire 

regulations, tickets are limited to 2 per family per show. These are available to buy on 

SchoolMoney.  

Early Years (Nursery and Reception) will be on Monday (8th December) at 9.30am and 

2.30pm. 

Key Stage 1 (Year 1 and Year 2) will be on Tuesday 9th December at 9.30am and 2.00pm. 



Applying for Reception and Transferring to Junior School 

 

Cumberland School Admissions are reminding parents of the deadline to apply for places in 

Reception and Year 3 for September 2026 is 15th January 2026. All children moving from our 

Nursery to Reception next year still need to apply through Cumberland Council as do our 

current year 2 children moving onto the Juniors. You can use the link below to apply: 

Apply for a school place or change schools | Cumberland Council 

https://www.cumberland.gov.uk/schools-and-education/apply-school-place-or-change-schools


Upcoming Church Services and Community Events 

 



 

 



Our weekly celebrations 

 

Headteacher Award- Beau Rou 

Learners of the week 

Great Gable- Stormi 

Melbreak- Ember 

Catbells- Bodhi 

Scafell- Zachary 

Skiddaw- Oliver 

Handwriters of the week 

Sam, Lowe, Deliliah and Max  

Silver Reading Certificate- group of children from Skiddaw 

Achievements outside of school 

Blake and Noah J- Rugby 

Chloe- swimming and Razzmatazz  



    

    

       



 



 

 



Attendance and punctuality 

 

 

Skiddaw are our attendance winners this week with 100%! Well done everyone ! 

The more children are in school the more the children have chances to succeed. Good 

attendance correlates strongly to good attainment and progress.  

Our whole school attendance this week was 96.2% , 2.7% higher than the Primary National 

average of 93.5% but we have had a number of viruses circulating this week. Hopefully we 

will be back up to our usual excellent attendance next week. Thank you, we appreciate your 

commitment to helping us secure very good  attendance. It really does pay dividends for 

your child's progress. 

 

• 5 minutes late each day = 3 days lost per year 

• 10 minutes lost per day = 6 days lost per year 

• 15 minutes late each day = 10 days lost per year 

• 20 minutes late every day = 13 days lost per year 

• 30 minutes late every day = 19 days lost per year 



Breakfast club/ After school club 

 

Breakfast and After School Club Bookings are to be made in advance via our online system 

School Money. Please note that you cannot book via School Money on the day, all bookings 

must be made by midnight the day before. For emergency bookings at short notice you can 

still ring the school office. Feel free to book in for any odd sessions that your child would like 

to attend. Sessions run from 3.15pm-5.15pm. The cost is £5.50 for the session, and pick up 

can be anytime up until 5.15pm from the middle Key Stage 1 classroom (door with the ramp 

on the bottom yard).. 

Activities 

Lots of different activities are provided each day for the children. They are welcome to 

choose from a variety of different games, crafts, construction and many other activities as 

well as our set activity for the day. 

 



Lunch Orders 

 

School lunches need to be ordered through the School Money system. They can be ordered 

in advance for the rest of the half term but they must be ordered by the day before at the 

latest. If your child is bringing in a packed lunch from home, please ensure you select that 

option on School Money so that the office are aware. Packed lunches must not contain fizzy 

drinks or (as stated above) any items that contain or may contain nuts.  

 



Upcoming diary dates 

 

Monday 8th December- Early Years Nativities (9.30am and 2.30pm) 

Tuesday 9th December- Year 1 and 2 Nativities (9.30am and 2pm) 

Wednesday 17th December- Christmas jumper day, Christmas dinner and Christmas party 

Friday 19th December- Joint Christmas Carol service at church (12.15pm) 

                                          Break up for the Christmas holidays (1.15pm) 

Wednesday 7th January- School reopens for the beginning of the Spring Term 

Contact Us 

 

 

St James' C of E Infant and Nursery School 

High Street 

Whitehaven 

CA28 7PZ 

01946 691970 

admin@st-james-inf.cumbria.sch.uk 

 

Visit us on the web at www.st-james-inf.cumbria.sch.uk  


