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Welcome to our weekly newsletter.  

Our nativity rehearsals are ongoing now and it's great to see that they are both taking shape 

already! The classes have been learning the songs and they have had their rehearsals on the 

stage. Some of our youngest children look like they've been up there performing before! All 

of the songs have been uploaded to our website so the children can practice at home. They 

can be found under the "Children" drop down menu on our main page. Our dress rehearsals 

take place on Thursday and the children will have a live audience as some of our Junior 

children are coming over to join us.  

As we get closer to the beginning of December we have lots of exciting Christmas events 

going on in school. The first event we have booked is for the whole school to visit the 

Carnegie Theatre to see the Beauty and the Beast pantomime. Please see further details 

below.  

Nursery have been sculpting leaf designs using a range of different cutting and mark making 

tools. In their maths lessons they have been deepening their understanding of numbers 1, 2 

and 3, looking at how they can recognise different representations at a glance (subitising) 

and they have been thinking about how we can show kindness to our friends.  

Reception have enjoyed reading The Magic Paintbrush by Julia Donaldson, sparking their 

imaginations as they thought about the power of art and storytelling. In Maths, they have 

worked on the concept of ‘one more and one less,’ building strong number sense. Art 

lessons were full of discussion as the children compared figurative and abstract styles, 

learning to express their ideas about what makes each unique. Meanwhile, in Years 1 and 2, 

the children have been captivated by Jim and the Beanstalk, exploring themes of adventure 

and problem-solving. History came alive during a hands-on ‘Toys in the Past’ workshop, 

where the children explored how play has changed over time. In RE, the focus was on the 

symbolism of gifts, encouraging thoughtful conversations about kindness and meaning. 

Our Messy Church group recapped the Bible story of Jonah and the Whale this week and 

they followed this up with a song, game and craft activity. Mrs Jones said that it was lots of 

fun!  

Have a lovely weekend! 

Mrs Moore 



    

     

 



 

    

 

 



Nursery punctuality 

 

We have a number of nursery children who are frequently late to school. We appreciate 

there are days where traffic can be an issue but the staff need to lock the gate to ensure site 

security at 8.50am.  

The teaching session begins at 8.40am. We want our children to develop good habits to 

attendance and punctuality right from the start as we are school nursery.  

 

 

Pantomime 

 

We are taking the whole school to see Beauty and the Beast at the Carnegie Theatre, 

Workington on Tuesday afternoon next week. The payment for this is on SchoolMoney, if 

you have any issues with payments, please call in and see Mrs Brown or Mrs Moore.  We 

think this will be a fantastic experience for the children.  We will have an early lunch as the 

performance starts at 1.30pm and is due to finish at 3.00pm. Traffic permitting we should 

arrive back at school for the end of the school day but be aware we may be a few minutes 

late. 



Christmas Fayre 

Our Christmas Fayre is on Friday 5th December at 2.00pm. We would ask all parents to 

collect their children at 2.00pm and join us at our Fayre. If you cannot join us we will have 

some limited childcare available, but staff will be manning the stalls. 

We will have lots of lovely stalls, cakes, chocolate tombola, raffle, crafts, meet the Grinch, 

festive games and it is always a lovely afternoon. We really appreciate your support in 

attending. 

Face painting / Glitter Tattoos will be available during the morning only.  Children should 

bring in £1 that morning if they would like to participate. 

We would really welcome donations of cakes for our cake stall - these can be brought in on 

the morning of the fayre. 

We will also be selling some specially designed tea-towels at the Christmas Fayre but we 

thought some parents may want to purchase these separately so they will be available to 

buy in the "shop" on SchoolMoney from today. They would make a lovely Christmas gift or 

keepsake, however please be aware we only have limited stock so once they're gone, they're 

gone! 

 



Christmas lights switch on 

 

Each year children can enter a draw to be the child who is drawn out to switch on our school 

Christmas tree lights. If your child would like to be with a chance to win this opportunity, 

please enter via the School Money shop. The cost is £1. All proceeds will go towards 

equipment for the children's benefit.  

Reception Crafty Workshop 

 

On Wednesday 3rd December, The Craft Workshop will coming into school to work with the 

children enhancing their Art curriculum. The children will have a chance to paint a clay 

ornament which will be taken to be fired. They will then be returned to the children to bring 

home. There is a cost for the ornament of £8.50 which has been added to your 

SchoolMoney account. 



Icy mornings 

 

Our play equipment is slippery on icy mornings. Please can you keep your children away 

from the climbing frame and slides before school as we do not want any of our children 

getting hurt.  

We will continue to grit the main walkways to keep the paths safe. Thank you.   

Winter Holiday Activities and Food programme (HAF) 

 

On Monday 10th November Cumberland Council Winter Holiday Activities and Food 

programme (HAF) was launched. HAF provides funded holiday activities for children and 

young people in receipt of means tested free school meals and other groups identified by 

Cumberland Council, these include: 

• Cared for or care experienced. 

• Young carers. 

• Child or young person on a Resettlement Scheme or seeking asylum. 

• Home educated. 

• Child or young person who is classed as SEND or on a EHCP but not on free school 

meals, up to the age of 18. 

There is a wide range of activities taking place over the winter holidays, some of these can 

be accessed by the whole family including tickets to see Carlisle United and Cinema Tickets 

in Carlisle, Workington, and Whitehaven.   Places are filling fast so please can you share our 

winter offer with any family that would be eligible for a funded place.  

The Cumberland offer is available to view here: Cumberland HAF · Eequ   

https://eequ.org/cumberlandhaf


Applying for Reception and Transferring to Junior School 

 

Cumberland School Admissions are reminding parents of the deadline to apply for places in 

Reception and Year 3 for September 2026 is 15th January 2026. All children moving from our 

Nursery to Reception next year still need to apply through Cumberland Council as do our 

current year 2 children moving onto the Juniors. You can use the link below to apply: 

Apply for a school place or change schools | Cumberland Council 

Dentist Places Available 

 

Queen Street Dental Practice have been in touch to say that they have children's places 

available in the dental practice. Please get in touch with them on (01946) 590388 if you need 

a dentist for your child. 

https://www.cumberland.gov.uk/schools-and-education/apply-school-place-or-change-schools


Upcoming Church Services and Community Events 

 

 



 

British Legion Poppy Appeal 

 

Many thanks to everyone who donated to this year's Poppy Appeal from the Royal British 

Legion. We raised a brilliant £177.08 for them. 



Staffing Changes 

 

Mrs Maiden, the School Business Manager at St James' Junior School is moving onto 

pastures new from 8th December. We are sorry to see her go as we have always worked 

closely with staff at the Junior School as part of our St James' family. In the interim period 

until the end of the academic year, Mrs Brown will be splitting her time working at both 

schools. She will, as always, be contactable by email through both schools. 

Nativity 

 

Some children may have received a slip/text asking them to bring in additional clothing for 

our Nativity performances. If you have not received a slip it means that school is providing 

everything your child needs for their part in the plays. 

 

 

 



Our weekly celebrations 

 

Headteacher Award- Josie  

Learners of the week 

Great Gable- Mason 

Melbreak- Rosie 

Catbells- Noah 

Scafell- Georgie 

Skiddaw- Charlie-Cole 

Handwriters of the week 

Ezra, Beau Rout, Oliver and Dan 

Bronze Reading Certificate 

Harper 

Achievements outside of school 

Ezra- rugby 

Isaac and Madison- swimming 

    



    

    



 



 



 

 



Attendance and punctuality 

 

 

Catbells and Skiddaw are our joint attendance winners this week with 98%! Well done 

everyone ! 

The more children are in school the more the children have chances to succeed. Good 

attendance correlates strongly to good attainment and progress.  

Our whole school attendance this week was 94.9% , 0.6% higher than the Primary National 

average of 94.3% but we have had a number of viruses circulating this week. Hopefully we 

will be back up to our usual excellent attendance next week. Thank you, we appreciate your 

commitment to helping us secure very good  attendance. It really does pay dividends for 

your child's progress. 

 

• 5 minutes late each day = 3 days lost per year 

• 10 minutes lost per day = 6 days lost per year 

• 15 minutes late each day = 10 days lost per year 

• 20 minutes late every day = 13 days lost per year 

• 30 minutes late every day = 19 days lost per year 



Breakfast club/ After school club 

 

Breakfast and After School Club Bookings are to be made in advance via our online system 

School Money. Please note that you cannot book via School Money on the day, all bookings 

must be made by midnight the day before. For emergency bookings at short notice you can 

still ring the school office. Feel free to book in for any odd sessions that your child would like 

to attend. Sessions run from 3.15pm-5.15pm. The cost is £5.50 for the session, and pick up 

can be anytime up until 5.15pm from the middle Key Stage 1 classroom (door with the ramp 

on the bottom yard).. 

Activities 

Lots of different activities are provided each day for the children. They are welcome to 

choose from a variety of different games, crafts, construction and many other activities as 

well as our set activity for the day. 

 



Lunch Orders 

 

School lunches need to be ordered through the School Money system. They can be ordered 

in advance for the rest of the half term but they must be ordered by the day before at the 

latest. If your child is bringing in a packed lunch from home, please ensure you select that 

option on School Money so that the office are aware. Packed lunches must not contain fizzy 

drinks or (as stated above) any items that contain or may contain nuts.  

 



Upcoming diary dates 

 

Tuesday 2nd December- Beauty and the Beast pantomime at the Carnegie Theatre 

Friday 5th December 2pm- Christmas Fayre 

Monday 8th December- Early Years Nativities (9.30am and 2.30pm) 

Tuesday 9th December- Year 1 and 2 Nativities (9.30am and 2pm) 

Wednesday 17th December- Christmas jumper day, Christmas dinner and Christmas party 

Friday 19th December- Break up for the Christmas holidays 

*Please note further dates will be added as they arise throughout the autumn term.  

Contact Us 

 

 

St James' C of E Infant and Nursery School 

High Street 

Whitehaven 

CA28 7PZ 

01946 691970 

admin@st-james-inf.cumbria.sch.uk 

 

Visit us on the web at www.st-james-inf.cumbria.sch.uk  


