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Welcome to our weekly newsletter.  

We have had a very packed first week back after half term. The classes have all started their 

new units of work this week. Curriculum overviews have been sent home today so hopefully 

you will be able to see what your child will be learning about over the next few weeks on the 

lead up until Christmas.   

Today our Key Stage One children did us proud in church, reflecting on Remembrance and 

the significance of the poppy. Well done to all the children who contributed through 

readings, poetry or prayer. They also demonstrated our value of respect well as they 

observed the silence and listened to the Last Post.  

This week in Nursery, they've been diving into the story Kipper’s Toybox, sparking 

conversations about toys, sharing, and storytelling. In maths, the children have been singing 

number songs to build their counting skills in a fun and engaging way. The class have also 

began exploring different types of weather, getting ready to start our daily weather chart. 

The children loved looking out of the window and reporting on the weather conditions each 

day.  

Reception have had a busy and creative week! They finished their storytelling journey with 

Look Up, using their imaginations to bring the story to life. Outdoors, they explored their 

autumn treasures, which inspired beautiful leaf rubbings and seasonal discussions. In art, 

the children experimented with finger painting, creating both abstract and figurative pieces 

that showcased their creativity and growing confidence with colour and texture. 

Our Year 1 and 2 pupils had a fantastic time at Stocks Wood, diving into the wonders of the 

forest habitat. They investigated different habitats, explored food chains, and enjoyed pond 

dipping to discover aquatic life. The children were full of curiosity and excitement as they 

learned through hands-on experiences and had lots of fun in the great outdoors! 

A brilliant first week back overall!  

Mrs Moore 



       

           

         



Children in Need 

 

BBC Children in Need is a charity that supports children across the UK who face challenges 

such as mental health, poverty and inequality. We will be getting involved by fundraising on 

Friday 14th November. The children are welcome to come to school dressed up, they can 

choose whatever theme they like and be creative in exchange for a £1 donation.  Yellow and 

spotty outfits or pyjamas and onesies tend to be the firm favourites! Please visit Dress Up 

Ideas - BBC Children in Need for inspirational ideas.  

Non Uniform Day 

As mentioned before half term, our Christmas Fayre is fast approaching (Friday 5th 

December at 2.00pm). In our preparations for this we offer a non-uniform day in exchange 

for a donated item for our hampers or chocolate tombola. This year our non-uniform day is 

Friday 21st November.  

We are asking: 

Nursery and Reception to bring 2 items of chocolate for our tombola - any items of 

chocolate would be great from chocolate bars to boxes of chocolates, novelty chocolates etc. 

Year 1 and 2 to bring hamper items according to their class colours 

• Scafell - Silver/Green 

• Skiddaw - Red / Gold 

As always the types of things that can be included are sweet treats, toiletries, small gifts, 

bottles of wine - anything that is in the colour for your class that would make a nice addition 

to a gift hamper.   

This is a big fundraiser for our school so we really appreciate your support with this. 

https://www.bbcchildreninneed.co.uk/schools/nursery-pre-school-2020/dress-up/
https://www.bbcchildreninneed.co.uk/schools/nursery-pre-school-2020/dress-up/


Applying for Childcare codes for January 2026 

 

Families need to apply by the 31st December deadline in order to use their hours from 1st 

January. Families can:  

• Check what support they can get using the childcare support tracker on the Best 

Start in Life 

• Apply online: apply via gov.uk for a code. This code will be needed to access the 

hours.  

Families need to keep their code up to date by reconfirming their details every 3 months via 

their gov.uk account. Families will get a reminder when it is time to renew.  

Free childcare is available for working parents- please visit Free Childcare for Working 

Parents: Apply for free childcare - GOV.UK 

Donations wanted please... 

 

Year 1 and 2 would still be grateful of any donations of children's underwear to use as spares 

when children have accidents in school. Also if anyone can spare any clothes suitable for KS1 

particularly for taller children we would like to add to our stock for changing children. 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/free-childcare-if-working/apply-for-free-childcare-if-youre-working
https://www.gov.uk/free-childcare-if-working/apply-for-free-childcare-if-youre-working


Parent Governor Election 

 

We are holding a parent governor election as there is now a vacancy on our board. Letters 

with information about how to apply has been sent out this afternoon via email to each 

parent/carer. If you have any questions, please see Mrs Brown in the school office  

Upcoming Church Services and Community Centre Events 

 



Our weekly celebrations 

 

Headteacher Award- Bodhi R 

Learners of the week 

Great Gable- Arthur 

Melbreak- Juan 

Catbells- Florrie 

Scafell- Lowe 

Skiddaw- Ricardo 

Handwriters of the week 

Rosie, James, Rory and Ava 

Achievements outside of school 

Ezra- rugby 

Rosie- dancing medals 

Emma- dancing medals 

Alexia- publication in a magazine 

Cora- swimming 



    

    

    



    

    

 

 



 



 



 



 



 



Attendance and punctuality 

 

 

 Catbells were our attendance winners this week with 100%! Well done everyone ! 

The more children are in school the more the children have chances to succeed. Good 

attendance correlates strongly to good attainment and progress.  

Our whole school attendance this week was 96.6% , 1.5% higher than the Primary National 

of 95.1%. Thank you, we appreciate your commitment to helping us secure very good 

attendance. It really does pay dividends for your child's progress.  

 

• 5 minutes late each day = 3 days lost per year 

• 10 minutes lost per day = 6 days lost per year 

• 15 minutes late each day = 10 days lost per year 

• 20 minutes late every day = 13 days lost per year 

• 30 minutes late every day = 19 days lost per year 



Breakfast club/ After school club 

 

Breakfast and After School Club Bookings are to be made in advance via our online system 

School Money. Please note that you cannot book via School Money on the day, all bookings 

must be made by midnight the day before. For emergency bookings at short notice you can 

still ring the school office. Feel free to book in for any odd sessions that your child would like 

to attend. Sessions run from 3.15pm-5.15pm. The cost is £5.50 for the session, and pick up 

can be anytime up until 5.15pm from the middle Key Stage 1 classroom (door with the ramp 

on the bottom yard).. 

Activities 

Lots of different activities are provided each day for the children. They are welcome to 

choose from a variety of different games, crafts, construction and many other activities as 

well as our set activity for the day. 

 



Lunch Orders 

 

School lunches need to be ordered through the School Money system. They can be ordered 

in advance for the rest of the half term but they must be ordered by the day before at the 

latest. If your child is bringing in a packed lunch from home, please ensure you select that 

option on School Money so that the office are aware. Packed lunches must not contain fizzy 

drinks or (as stated above) any items that contain or may contain nuts.  

 

 



Upcoming diary dates 

 

Monday 10th November- Anti Bullying Week 

Tuesday 11th November- Remembrance Day 

Friday 14th November- Children In Need 

Monday 17th November- Road Safety Week 

Tuesday 2nd December- Beauty and the Beast pantomime at the Carnegie Theatre 

Friday 5th December 2pm- Christmas Fayre 

Monday 8th December- Early Years Nativities (9.30am and 2.30pm) 

Tuesday 9th December- Year 1 and 2 Nativities (9.30am and 2pm) 

Wednesday 17th December- Christmas jumper day, Christmas dinner and Christmas party 

Friday 19th December- Break up for the Christmas holidays 

*Please note further dates will be added as they arise throughout the autumn term.  

Contact Us 

 

 

St James' C of E Infant and Nursery School 

High Street 

Whitehaven 

CA28 7PZ 

01946 691970 

admin@st-james-inf.cumbria.sch.uk 

Visit us on the web at www.st-james-inf.cumbria.sch.uk  


