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Welcome to our weekly newsletter.  

The children (& staff!) have earned their week's break, we are really proud with how hard they have 

worked so far and already many of them are showing signs of great progress. It has been lovely to 

see the children's books, speak with them and listen to the staff sharing the children's achievements 

week on week in our celebration assemblies.  

School closes today for the half term holiday and the second half of the autumn term begins on 

Monday 3rd November at 8.40am-it's going to be another busy one! The new after school club 

timetable has been updated at the foot of the newsletter ready for children to choose which nights 

they would like to attend.  

This week we say goodbye to our undergraduate students Miss Crosby, who has been working in 

Catbells and Mr Parr, who has been working in Scafell. They have completed their initial two week 

placement. We are looking forward to welcoming them both back to school for their block teaching 

practice beginning in March.  
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Scafell classroom move 

Scafell will be returning to the 'middle' Key Stage One classroom after the holidays. Please note that 

drop off and collection will now be at the foot of the ramp of the adjacent classroom.  

Read Write Inc phonics- notice for yellow group 

 

Has your child been in yellow group a while now? If so, it is likely due to their reading speed. The 

next reading group after yellow is blue. Mrs Chambers assesses the children each half term and to 

meet the criteria to be in blue group. It is a National theme that children can become 'stuck' in this 

group due to lacking reading fluency.  

Fluency is ‘reading a text aloud accurately with appropriate expression and pacing that reflects the  

meaning of the text’. Children need to be secure in all of the above and be reading at approximately 

70+  WPM (words per minute) to move into the next colour group.  

We will be providing 10 minutes per day of extra reading practice for children who are not new to 

yellow group next half term to boost their reading ability.  

What can you do at home to help your child? 

• Practice reading the 'speedy green words' speedily from the grid of the story book 

• Increase the frequency of reading at home to increase practice 

• Time your child to see how many words they can read in one minute using their yellow story 

book. Can they beat their score each week? This could be a competitive game.  

• See your child's class teacher for a link to the Virtual Classroom which has additional practice 

videos to help at home.  

The next assessment will be at the beginning of December. The aim is for Year 2 children to be 

meeting the criteria for grey group by the end of the autumn term to be classed as on track.  

Football after school club for Year 1 and 2 

 

Mr Lightfoot will be running a football after school club next half term on Wednesdays between 

3.15pm and 4.15pm. If you would like your child to take part, please sign up in the usual way via 

School Money.  



Design Technology resources needed please 

 

 

 



Language development suggestions 

 

We are continuing to have a focus on promoting high quality adult interactions with children in 

nursery and Reception. Research shows that high-quality interactions between adults and children 

make a big difference to how well communication and language skills develop. Children benefit from 

being with responsive and enthusiastic adults who show interest in talking with them.   

Please follow this link for suggestions of what you can do to support your child with speech and 

language Activities for 3-4 year olds - Tiny Happy People 

Stocks Wood visits for Year 1 and 2 

 

A Forest School visit has been planned for each of the Year 1 and 2 classes after half term to Stocks 

Wood. The children will have the opportunity to carry out themed activities related to their current 

unit of science work related to 'living things and their habitats'. Additionally, the children will be able 

to do pond dipping to explore an underwater habitat and discover the species that are common in 

this area.  

Letters have been issued with further details.  

Parent Teacher Association 

 

We are beginning to plan ahead to organise our annual Christmas Fayre. We would like to involve 

our parent community to help us out before and during the event.  

If you feel that you could provide support- please express your interest to Mrs Brown admin@st-

james-inf.cumbria.sch.uk and we will plan a meeting to discuss ideas and roles.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happy-people/3-to-4-year-old-child-development-activities
mailto:admin@st-james-inf.cumbria.sch.uk
mailto:admin@st-james-inf.cumbria.sch.uk


Remembrance 

 

Year 1 and 2 will be leading our annual Remembrance Service in St James Church on Friday 7th 

November at 10.30am. Year 1 and 2 parents are welcome to join us as we remember and pay tribute 

to those that sacrificed so much.  

After half term we will once again be supporting the Royal British Legion by selling Poppies and other 

related items in school. Children can bring in their donations and our School Councillors will be 

visiting each class each day to give the children the chance to buy something. 

Spare Clothing 

 

We are in need of spare underwear and socks for when children have a little accident in school. Sizes 

needed are for anything from 3 years to 9 year old sizing.  

Children In Need 

 

BBC Children in Need is a charity that supports children across the UK who face challenges such as 

mental health, poverty and inequality. We will be getting involved by fundraising on Friday 14th 

November. The children are welcome to come to school dressed up, they can choose whatever 

theme they like and be creative in exchange for a £1 donation.  Yellow and spotty outfits or pyjamas 

and onesies tend to be the firm favourites! Please visit Dress Up Ideas - BBC Children in Need for 

inspirational ideas.  

https://www.bbcchildreninneed.co.uk/schools/nursery-pre-school-2020/dress-up/


Upcoming Church Services and Community Centre Events 

 



 



October Half Term Events 

 

 

 



Our weekly celebrations 

 

Headteacher Award- Zayan 

Learners of the week 

Great Gable- Mylo 

Melbreak- Elsie 

Catbells- Rowan 

Scafell- Mario 

Skiddaw- Anandi 

Handwriters of the week 

Thivein, Isla, Leo and Emma 

Achievements outside of school 

Rugby- Beau Rob 

Football- Elijah  

Swimming- Ricardo, Skyla, Josie and Charlie-Cole 

Well done to our group of children in Scafell for achieving their bronze level reading award this 

week.  



    

    

    



    

    

    



 



 



 



 



 



 



Attendance and punctuality 

 

 

Melbreak were our attendance winners this week with 98.8%! Well done everyone ! 

The more children are in school the more the children have chances to succeed. Good attendance 

correlates strongly to good attainment and progress.  

Our whole school attendance this week was 96.7% , 1.6% higher than the Primary National of 95.1%. 

Thank you, we appreciate your commitment to helping us secure very good attendance. It really 

does pay dividends for your child's progress.  

 

• 5 minutes late each day = 3 days lost per year 

• 10 minutes lost per day = 6 days lost per year 

• 15 minutes late each day = 10 days lost per year 

• 20 minutes late every day = 13 days lost per year 

• 30 minutes late every day = 19 days lost per year 

 

 



Breakfast club/ After school club 

Breakfast and After School Club Bookings are to be made in advance via our online system School 

Money. Please note that you cannot book via School Money on the day, all bookings must be made 

by midnight the day before. For emergency bookings at short notice you can still ring the school 

office. Feel free to book in for any odd sessions that your child would like to attend. Sessions run 

from 3.15pm-5.15pm. The cost is £5.50 for the session, and pick up can be anytime up until 5.15pm 

from the middle Key Stage 1 classroom enter via the door with the ramp on the bottom yard. 

 

 



Lunch Orders 

 

School lunches need to be ordered through the School Money system. They can be ordered in 

advance for the rest of the half term but they must be ordered by the day before at the latest. If 

your child is bringing in a packed lunch from home, please ensure you select that option on School 

Money so that the office are aware. Packed lunches must not contain fizzy drinks or (as stated 

above) any items that contain or may contain nuts.  

 



Upcoming diary dates 

 

Tuesday 4th November- Library bus visit 

                                           Skiddaw visit to Stocks Wood 

Wednesday 5th November- Tullie House Toys from the Past interactive workshop for Year 1 and 2 

Thursday 6th November- Scafell visit to Stocks Wood 

Friday 7th November 10.30am- Remembrance Service for Year 1 and 2 in church 

Friday 14th November- Children In Need 

Monday 17th November- Road Safety Week 

Tuesday 2nd December- Beauty and the Beast pantomime at the Carnegie Theatre 

Friday 5th December 2pm- Christmas Fayre 

Monday 8th December- Early Years Nativities (9.30am and 2.30pm) 

Tuesday 9th December- Year 1 and 2 Nativities (9.30am and 2pm) 

Wednesday 17th December- Christmas jumper day, Christmas dinner and Christmas party 

Friday 19th December- Break up for the Christmas holidays 

*Please note further dates will be added as they arise throughout the autumn term.  

 

 

 

 



Contact Us 

 

 

St James' C of E Infant and Nursery School 

High Street 

Whitehaven 

CA28 7PZ 

01946 691970 

admin@st-james-inf.cumbria.sch.uk 

 

Visit us on the web at www.st-james-inf.cumbria.sch.uk  


