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What a week it has been in school! 

Firstly, thank you to all of you who attended Parent's Meetings this week. As always we are 

so grateful for your lovely feedback and ideas for the future. There were so many amazing 

comments, some of which I have shared below. 

• "Since my children have come to St James' School, they have thrived" 

• The school is "very inclusive and supportive" 

• "Such lovely and caring staff, that go above and beyond every day" 

• "Our children love coming to school and are very happy - they belong" 

• Great supportive environment 

Some suggestions for the future were for more outdoor forest school experiences for KS1 

and more trips. We do try to offer a wide range of enrichment activities for our pupils, 

whether it is visitors in to school or trips. Some experiences that we offer are forest school 

through Stocks Wood and Moresby Woods,  Struddabank Farm, Aquarium visits, shopping 

trips, cinema trips, walks around Whitehaven, autumn walks, Hawes End, Science Road 

Shows etc. We do however, have to be mindful of the cost implications for all of our families 

and ensure we are not asking for too many contributions.  

Another suggestion was making our Facebook page private. Although, we understand the 

concern here school Facebook accounts are typically public to maximise accessibility for 

parents, wider family members, boost community engagement and serves as advertising 

tool for perspective parents. We do allow parents to opt out online photos if this is a 

concern for you as a family.  

This week our KS1 pupils amazed us at UDance. We were all so proud of their amazing 

performance and behaviour on the day. We have lots of superstars in the making! A huge 

thank you to Miss Powell, Miss Gillian and Mrs Bennett for all your hard work and making 

this experience possible for the children.  



It has been assessment week in school this week, so our children have all been working so 

hard. The teachers are delighted with the children's progress and, as ever, are blowing us 

away with their knowledge. Mrs Chambers is busy assessing Read, Write, Inc and you will 

find out which colour group your child is in after Easter.  

Just a reminder that we finish for Easter next Friday at the usual time of 3.15p.m. 

Have a restful weekend, 

Miss Sapsed 

 

 



    

Upcoming Church Services and Community Events 

 



 

 



Our weekly celebrations 

 

Headteacher Award-  Mahnaz 

 

Learners of the week 

Great Gable-  Margot and Frankie 

Melbreak- Ezra 

Catbells- James 

Scafell-  Toby 

Skiddaw-  Hope 

 

Handwriters of the week -  William, Emily, Emma and Barnaby 

Achievements outside of school - UDance Team Daisy M, Lowe and Anandi 

Superstar Readers - Esther,  Emilia,  and Bodhi 

 

    



    

    

    



    

    

 



 

 



 

 



Water Bottles 

 

We have been advised that some water bottles that come into school have a rubber ring 

stopper that can come loose and is a choking hazard. Children do drink in the classroom, so 

we are able to see them. However, please could parents regularly check the bottles at home 

to see if the ring remains in tact. Thank you.  

Reception Walk 

 

On Monday, Catbells are Melbreak are going on a walk around the harbour and town linked 

to their Geography lessons. We ae hoping for nice weather, but please can parents ensure 

the children have appropriate footwear and a waterproof coat. Thank you.  



Easter Activities 

 

 

 



Decorate an Egg Competition  

 

It is time for our annual 'Decorate an Egg Competition'. For those new to the school, we 

invite you to decorate a hard boiled egg into a person or theme of your choice. This can be 

linked to learning from school, a book or anything else you would like to do. In the past we 

have had footballers, animals, Ameiia 'Eggheart', Minecraft and a whole host of fabulous 

ideas. I have attached some photos below for 'eggstra' ideas. If your child would like to take 

part, eggs should be brought into school on Thursday 26th March and winners will be 

announced on the last day.  

    

 



Attendance and punctuality 

 

 

Skiddaw were our attendance winners this week with 98.5%! Well done everyone ! 

The more children are in school the more the children have chances to succeed. Good 

attendance correlates strongly to good attainment and progress.  

Our whole school attendance this week was   98.2%,  2.9% higher than the Primary National 

average of  95.3%! Well done to everyone who came into school this week. Thank you, we 

appreciate your commitment to helping us secure very good  attendance. It really does pay 

dividends for your child's progress. 

 

• 5 minutes late each day = 3 days lost per year 

• 10 minutes lost per day = 6 days lost per year 

• 15 minutes late each day = 10 days lost per year 

• 20 minutes late every day = 13 days lost per year 

• 30 minutes late every day = 19 days lost per year 



Superstar Readers 

Thank you to everyone who bought books at the Book Fayre. This meant that school were 

able to chose over £250 books for the children.  

Also, a reminder about or Superstar Reader initiative for Reception to Year 2 pupils. If your 

child reads 5 times in one week and this is recorded in their reading records, they can earn 

points towards a bronze, silver or gold certificate. When they reach gold, they are able to 

choose a new book to take home too.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Breakfast club/ After school club 

 

Breakfast and After School Club Bookings are to be made in advance via our online system 

School Money. Please note that you cannot book via School Money on the day, all bookings 

must be made by midnight the day before. For emergency bookings at short notice you can 

still ring the school office. Feel free to book in for any odd sessions that your child would like 

to attend. Sessions run from 3.15pm-5.15pm. The cost is £5.50 for the session, and pick up 

can be anytime up until 5.15pm from the middle Key Stage 1 classroom (door with the ramp 

on the bottom yard).. 

Activities 

Lots of different activities are provided each day for the children. They are welcome to 

choose from a variety of different games, crafts, construction and many other activities as 

well as our set activity for the day. 

 



Lunch Orders 

 

School lunches need to be ordered through the School Money system. They can be ordered 

in advance for the rest of the half term but they must be ordered by the day before at the 

latest. If your child is bringing in a packed lunch from home, please ensure you select that 

option on School Money so that the office are aware. Packed lunches must not contain fizzy 

drinks or (as stated above) any items that contain or may contain nuts.  

 



Upcoming diary dates 

 

 

• 23rd March 2.45 - Hawse End information Meeting for Parents 

• 23rd March PM - Nursery Stay and Play Sessions - Staff have slots for you to sign up 

to in class 

• 26th March - Decorate an egg competition 

•  Friday 27th March 3.15p.m. - Break up for Easter 

• 13th March - Children return to school 

• 30th March to 1st April - Hawes End for Y2 

• 4th May - Bank Holiday Monday - School Closed 

• 12th May - Class Photos 

*Please note further dates will be added as they arise throughout the spring term.  

 

 

 



Contact Us 

 

 

St James' C of E Infant and Nursery School 

High Street 

Whitehaven 

CA28 7PZ 

01946 691970 

admin@st-james-inf.cumbria.sch.uk 

 

Visit us on the web at www.st-james-inf.cumbria.sch.uk  


