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Welcome to our weekly newsletter.  

What a lovely week we've had at St James'! We were delighted to welcome our new Nursery and 

Reception children for their Stay and Play sessions — it was wonderful to see so many happy faces 

exploring their new environment, making friends, and settling in so confidently. A big thank you to our 

families for supporting this important transition. We also enjoyed our joint Harvest Service in church, 

where the children contributed beautifully with songs, poems, and donations. It was a reminder of the 

importance of community and giving thanks. Thank you to everyone who joined us. 

Nursery have been carrying out a range of activities linked to their focus traditional tale of Goldilocks 

throughout the week. This morning they were tasting porridge just like the characters from the story. 

This afternoon the focus has been science related- identifying different types of weathers through 

sound. Another area of focus has been work on choosing different emotions to represent different 

situations- with an aim of developing their emotional literacy.  

Reception investigated a range of textured materials to create their own pictures. They were fantastic 

using different vocabulary to describe the key properties. In geography, the learning has been linked to 

their own locality- where they live. In their English lessons the classes have read the folklore Anansi the 

Spider, a tale from Ghana.  

Year 1 and 2 have been finishing their applique bunting flags ready to assemble as a class next week. In 

English the children the children have combined their reporting skills with note taking to create 

documentaries about wolves. They have also been planning and preparing non fiction related facts 

about wolves ready for writing their non chronological reports next week. In maths the classes have 

been looking at doubles, near doubles and adding three one digit numbers.  

Looking ahead to next week we have our parent teacher meetings. These will be an opportunity to find 

out how your child has settled into their new year group and to find out how they are performing so far 

this year.  

Have a lovely weekend,  

Mrs Moore 



    

    

 

 



    

 

    



    

    

 



Year 1 and 2 Geography Walk 

 

On Monday morning Scafell and Skiddaw will be going on a local walk around the harbour linked to their 

current geography unit of work 'What is an island?'. The children will be developing their locational 

knowledge by considering where Whitehaven is placed on the coast line. Additionally, they will be 

identifying physical and human features of the area around the harbour.  

Please can you send your child to school with a waterproof coat as the weather is changeable.  

Parent's Evenings 

 

It's our Parent's Evenings next week. If you have not already signed up for a slot to speak to your child's 

class teacher, please do so before Monday. We are looking forward to seeing you. 



School Photographs 

 

The school photographer will be in school on Tuesday morning next week. All children in school will have 

their photographs taken and there will be an opportunity for you to purchase them online afterwards. 

They make ideal Christmas presents for grandparents etc! 

If you are wanting a photograph taken with family members who do not attend our school, you can 

arrive from 8.15am to have this done before school starts. 

Battery disposal 

 

If you have any batteries at home to recycle, we have a collection box in the office.  

Fancy Dress Parties 

 

We will once again be holding our spooky fancy dress parties before half term. They will take place on 

Thursday 23rd October. Early Years will be 4pm-5pm and Key Stage 1 will be 5pm-6pm.  Virtual tickets 

will be available to buy on SchoolMoney for £4.00. It will be a party of fun and games with hot dogs and 

drinks for refreshments. Children can be dropped off at their appropriate time and collected afterwards. 

For those children attending the After School Club, just bring in their costumes and we will ensure they 

are dressed ready for their party. 



Hawse End 

 

We are delighted to be able to provide the Year 2 children with a wonderful experience again this 

academic year from our annual residential trip to Hawse End on 30th April-1st May 2026. Although it 

seems like a long way off, we know some parents will want to budget as the trip this year will cost £126 

per child. We will of course as always set up a payment plan to spread the cost out over 3 or 4 months, 

however if you would like to start paying earlier or feel that the cost is an issue, please call in to see Mrs 

Brown or Mrs Moore. 

We will be holding a meeting in March for parents to give information about the trip however, if you 

have any concerns or want to discuss the trip please make an appointment to see Mrs Moore. This is 

truly a fantastic experience for the children and we hope that all of the Year 2 children can attend. 



Upcoming Church Services and Community Centre Events 

 



October Half Term Events 

 

 

 



Our weekly celebrations 

 

Headteacher Award- Ayden 

Learners of the week 

Great Gable- Beau 

Melbreak- Mia 

Catbells- Narla 

Scafell- Ella 

Skiddaw- Zayan 

Handwriters of the week 

Isla, Reya, Asal and Ivy 

Achievements outside of school 

Brooklynn-  

Elijah- Blue Peter badge 

Anandi- Red Taekwondo stripe 



       

       

       



 



 



 



 



Attendance and punctuality 

 

 

Melbreak were our attendance winners this week with 98.9%! Well done everyone ! 

The more children are in school the more the children have chances to succeed. Good attendance 

correlates strongly to good attainment and progress.  

Our whole school attendance this week was 97.3% , 1.7% higher than the Primary National of 95.6%. 

Thank you, we appreciate your commitment to helping us secure very good attendance. It really does 

pay dividends for your child's progress.  

 

• 5 minutes late each day = 3 days lost per year 

• 10 minutes lost per day = 6 days lost per year 

• 15 minutes late each day = 10 days lost per year 

• 20 minutes late every day = 13 days lost per year 

• 30 minutes late every day = 19 days lost per year 



Breakfast club/ After school club 

 

Breakfast and After School Club Bookings are to be made in advance via our online system School 

Money. Please note that you cannot book via School Money on the day, all bookings must be made by 

midnight the day before. For emergency bookings at short notice you can still ring the school office. Feel 

free to book in for any odd sessions that your child would like to attend. Sessions run from 3.15pm-

5.15pm. The cost is £5.50 for the session, and pick up can be anytime up until 5.15pm from the 

Blencathra classroom which is around the back of school past the Nursery class. 

Activities 

Lots of different activities are provided each day for the children. They are welcome to choose from a 

variety of different games, crafts, construction and many other activities as well as our set activity for 

the day. 

 



Lunch Orders 

 

School lunches need to be ordered through the School Money system. They can be ordered in advance 

for the rest of the half term but they must be ordered by the day before at the latest. If your child is 

bringing in a packed lunch from home, please ensure you select that option on School Money so that the 

office are aware. Packed lunches must not contain fizzy drinks or (as stated above) any items that 

contain or may contain nuts.  

 



Upcoming diary dates 

 

Monday 13th October- Parents Evening 

Tuesday 14th October- Individual school photos- Family photos from 8.15am 

                                         Nursery stay and play session (please sign up with the nursery staff) 

                                         Parents Evening 

Thursday 16th October- Forest School session 2- Melbreak 

Monday 20th October- Full Governing Body meeting 

Thursday 23rd October- Forest School session 3- Melbreak (final session) 

                                            Fancy dress parties (optional attendance) 

                                            Early Years children- 4-5pm 

                                            Year 1 and 2- 5-6pm 

************************************ ****OCTOBER HALF TERM 

******************************************** 

Tuesday 4th November- Library bus visit 

Wednesday 5th November- Tullie House Toys from the Past interactive workshop for Year 1 and 2 

Friday 7th November 10.30am- Remembrance Service for Year 1 and 2 in church 

Friday 14th November- Children In Need 

Monday 17th November- Road Safety Week 

Tuesday 2nd December- Beauty and the Beast pantomime at the Carnegie Theatre 

Friday 5th December 2pm- Christmas Fayre 

Monday 8th December- Early Years Nativities (9.30am and 2.30pm) 

Tuesday 9th December- Year 1 and 2 Nativities (9.30am and 2pm) 

Wednesday 17th December- Christmas jumper day, Christmas dinner and Christmas party 

Friday 19th December- Break up for the Christmas holidays 

*Please note further dates will be added as they arise throughout the autumn term.  



Contact Us 

 

 

St James' C of E Infant and Nursery School 

High Street 

Whitehaven 

CA28 7PZ 

01946 691970 

admin@st-james-inf.cumbria.sch.uk 

 

Visit us on the web at www.st-james-inf.cumbria.sch.uk  


