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Welcome to our weekly newsletter.  

This week we have celebrated Miss Cocksedge being awarded Higher Level Teaching Assistant status. 

Over the past academic year, Miss Cocksedge has been collating evidence towards the standards to 

meet the qualification and she has been observed teaching by an external assessor. We are delighted 

that she has achieved this in recognition of all her hard work. Well done Miss Cocksedge! We are very 

proud of you!  

On Monday the children took part in an exciting cross-curricular orienteering challenge, putting their 

map-reading and symbol-recognition skills to the test. Racing against the clock, the pairs navigated their 

way around the courses on the playground with enthusiasm and determination. Congratulations to our 

speedy winners—Alfie, Hope, Albert, Elijah, Reggie, and Zayan—who showed excellent teamwork and 

navigation skills! 

 In Nursery, children have been learning all about different types of weather and enjoying the book You 

Choose Fairytales as part of their focus on traditional tales. They’ve also been getting creative with junk 

modelling in art and exploring numbers by comparing groups in maths. Reception have been tuning into 

their sense of hearing, taking part in a listening walk and creating their very own non-fiction leaflets in 

English. Meanwhile, Year 1 and Year 2 have been exploring the country of Iceland, discovering its cold 

climate and fascinating geographical features. In design technology, they’ve been showing off their 

sewing skills by making beautiful patchwork quilts! 

Melbreak are beginning their block of forest school sessions at Walkmill Woodland next Thursday 

afternoon so please remember wellies and waterproofs.  

We are very much looking forward to attending the Golden Apple Awards ceremony next Thursday 

evening at Carlisle Racecourse. Luckily we have been placed as finalists in the category of 'Best Early 

Years Provider' across Cumbria. We will be in competition with other pre schools and nurseries for the 

top honour of the award itself.   

Have a lovely weekend,  

Mrs Moore 

NB- We are seeing an increase in children bringing in toys from home, particularly in nursery. our rule is 

no toys from home as children become upset if they lose them and they are a distraction from their 

learning.  



        

    

    



     

Parent's Evenings 

 

We are holding our October Parent's Evenings on Monday 13th October and Tuesday 14th October for 

Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 children. You will receive an email on Monday next week (6th October) at 

about 4pm with a link to book a slot. Please let the office know on Tuesday next week if you have not 

received an email. 

Nursery will be having a Stay and Play session with the chance to speak to the teacher in a more 

informal setting. Mrs Chambers will put up a timetable on the Nursery classroom door on Monday and 

you can sign up for a slot. 



Contacting staff 

 

Staff are available at the classroom doors both in the mornings for drop off and also at home time. Quick 

messages can be passed onto staff at these points. For longer enquiries, please email the office via 

admin@st-james-inf.cumbria.sch.uk to make an appointment.  

Teaching begins at 8.45am and some of our staff are struggling to get started on time due to having 

lengthlier chats with parents and they are also needed at that time to supervise the children.  

It is not appropriate to contact staff directly through social media or through their personal email 

addresses, particularly in the evenings as this is their personal time with their own families.  

Reading at Home 

 

We are keen to promote reading at home as the more practice children do, the more fluent and 

accurate they become. Reading impacts directly on all areas of the curriculum.  

Please record home reading in your child's reading record (ideally we strive for 5 reads per week). Each 

class teacher keeps a log of how much practice each child is doing to enable them to support where 

necessary.  
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Nursery New Starters 2026  

 

As you may have seen advertised on our school Facebook page, we are holding open afternoons for 

prospective new starters.  

Nursery- Monday 6th October at 2pm 

Open evening- Monday 6th October at 5pm for both Nursery and Reception prospective parents 

Prospective parents will have the opportunity to meet our friendly early years team, see our carefully 

planned environment first hand and take part in exciting activities on offer.  

If you know of anyone who would potentially be looking for a place, we would be very grateful if you 

could recommend us as word of mouth and parent perception is so powerful. Further details can be 

provided by expressing an interest to the school office admin@st-james-inf.cumbria.sch.uk  

Harvest Service and appeal 

 

Year 1 and 2 will be taking part in our joint Harvest Service with the Juniors in church on Tuesday 7th 

October. Please note there is a change of time. The service will now take place at 2.30pm. Parents are  

welcome to join us. This year we will be collecting for the Food Bank harvest appeal to support families  

who are in need in the community. If you can support this appeal, please see the poster below of  

suggested items. We will be accepting donations up until the morning of Tuesday 7th October. 
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Upcoming Church Services and Community Centre Events 

 



October Half Term Events 

 



Our weekly celebrations 

 

Headteacher Award- Albert 

Learners of the week 

Great Gable- Lilah 

Melbreak- Emily 

Catbells- Beau 

Scafell- Madison 

Skiddaw- Barnaby 

Handwriters of the week 

Cross curricular orienteering 

Alfie, Albert, Hope, Reggie, Zayan and Elijah 

Achievements outside of school 

Emily and Madison- Gymnastics  

Alfie- Rugby 

    



    

    



          

    



 



 



 



 



Attendance and punctuality 

 

 

Great Gable were our attendance winners this week with 97.3%! Well done everyone ! 

The more children are in school the more the children have chances to succeed. Good attendance 

correlates strongly to good attainment and progress.  

Our whole school attendance this week was 97.3% , 1.7% higher than the Primary National of 95.6%. 

Thank you, we appreciate your commitment to helping us secure very good attendance. It really does 

pay dividends for your child's progress.  

 

• 5 minutes late each day = 3 days lost per year 

• 10 minutes lost per day = 6 days lost per year 

• 15 minutes late each day = 10 days lost per year 

• 20 minutes late every day = 13 days lost per year 

• 30 minutes late every day = 19 days lost per year 

•  



Breakfast club/ After school club 

 

Breakfast and After School Club Bookings are to be made in advance via our online system School 

Money. Please note that you cannot book via School Money on the day, all bookings must be made by 

midnight the day before. For emergency bookings at short notice you can still ring the school office. Feel 

free to book in for any odd sessions that your child would like to attend. Sessions run from 3.15pm-

5.15pm. The cost is £5.50 for the session, and pick up can be anytime up until 5.15pm from the 

Blencathra classroom which is around the back of school past the Nursery class. 

Activities 

Lots of different activities are provided each day for the children. They are welcome to choose from a 

variety of different games, crafts, construction and many other activities as well as our set activity for 

the day. 

 



Lunch Orders 

 

School lunches need to be ordered through the School Money system. They can be ordered in advance 

for the rest of the half term but they must be ordered by the day before at the latest. If your child is 

bringing in a packed lunch from home, please ensure you select that option on School Money so that the 

office are aware. Packed lunches must not contain fizzy drinks or (as stated above) any items that 

contain or may contain nuts.  

 



Upcoming diary dates 

 

Monday 6th October 2pm- Prospective Nursery new starters open afternoon 

                                       5pm- Prospective Nursery and Reception parents Open Evening 

Tuesday 7th October 2.30pm- Harvest Service in church for Year 1 and 2 parents *Please note change of 

time 

Thursday 9th October- Nasal Flu Vaccinations for Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 children 

                                         Forest School session 1- Melbreak 

Monday 13th October- Parents Evening 

Tuesday 14th October- Individual school photos 

                                         Nursery stay and play session 

                                         Parents Evening 

Thursday 16th October- Forest School session 2- Melbreak 

Monday 20th October- Full Governing Body meeting 

Wednesday 22nd October- Whitehaven STEM event at Whitehaven Academy- Year 2 

Thursday 23rd October- Forest School session 3- Melbreak (final session) 

                                            Fancy dress parties (optional attendance) 

                                            Early Years children- 4-5pm 

                                            Year 1 and 2- 5-6pm 

************************************ ****OCTOBER HALF TERM 

******************************************** 

Tuesday 4th November- Library bus visit 

Wednesday 5th November- Tullie House Toys from the Past interactive workshop for Year 1 and 2 

Friday 7th November 10.30am- Remembrance Service for Year 1 and 2 in church 

Friday 14th November- Children In Need 

Monday 17th November- Road Safety Week 



Tuesday 2nd December- Beauty and the Beast pantomime at the Carnegie Theatre 

Friday 5th December 2pm- Christmas Fayre 

Monday 8th December- Early Years Nativities (9.30am and 2.30pm) 

Tuesday 9th December- Year 1 and 2 Nativities (9.30am and 2pm) 

Wednesday 17th December- Christmas jumper day, Christmas dinner and Christmas party 

Friday 19th December- Break up for the Christmas holidays 

*Please note further dates will be added as they arise throughout the autumn term.  

Contact Us 

 

 

St James' C of E Infant and Nursery School 

High Street 

Whitehaven 

CA28 7PZ 

01946 691970 

admin@st-james-inf.cumbria.sch.uk 

 

Visit us on the web at www.st-james-inf.cumbria.sch.uk  


