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Welcome to the first newsletter of the Autumn Term.  

The beginning of the school year is always an exciting time as we welcome our new starters and plan for 

the learning opportunities ahead. The staff have worked hard to create  purposeful and engaging 

classrooms ready for our children to continue to flourish this year. This has been our best start to the 

academic year yet. All of the classes are so settled, displaying the right attitudes to learning right from 

the first day.  

We were delighted to be awarded the Skills Builder Gold standard this week in recognition of our 

commitment to teaching children essential skills. This has largely been achieved by teaching the skills 

explicitly through our STEAM pathway in conjunction with the Sellafield Education Outreach team. Once 

again, thank you to Mrs King for coordinating this work across the school and pulling together the 

evidence required for submission.  

Next week will be the first full week in school. This will be welcome for our early years children as the 

first week focuses on embedding expectations and routines. We will be 'encouraging' your child to tidy 

up and play within designated 'areas' in the classrooms which helps to create an environment conducive 

to learning. Year 1 and 2 are well underway with adapting to the demands of the year group above 

already. First thing on Monday morning they will be detectives, solving a mystery using a trail of clues!  

Have a lovely weekend,  

Mrs Moore 

 



 

       

 



     

       



Nut free school 

 

Please remember that we are a nut free school. This also extends to items which may contain nuts and 

Nutella spreads. We have children in school who have severe nut allergies therefore the risk is high if 

they come in contact with nut products.  

Attendance Matters  

 

Every day in school counts. Regular attendance is vital to ensure children reach their full potential- both 

academically and socially. Research shows that  children with good attendance are more likely to:  

• Achieve higher results across the curriculum 

• Develop positive friendships and social skills 

• Build resilience, confidence and good habits for life 

In contrast, poor attendance can significantly impact over time. Missing days leads to gaps in learning 

which makes it more difficult for your child to keep up and succeed.  

Term time holidays 

The Headteacher is not allowed to authorise absence and any holiday absences in term time are classed 

as 'unauthorised' which can lead to fixed penalty notices being issued by the Local Authority.  

Punctuality 

Our school day begins at 8.40am each morning. Our aim is for all children to arrive at school on time 

ready to start the day. If children are persistently late, this means that they miss a proportion of their 

first lesson and often children do not like entering a class after their peers are settled. Each late mark is 

recorded and tracked through our attendance system.  



Reception Forest School sessions 

 

We have booked three Forest School sessions in the autumn term for each of our Reception classes. The 

sessions will take place on Thursday afternoons at Walk Mill Community Woodland. West Cumbria 

Rivers Trust have kindly secured funding and organised transport through M&I Travel.  

Your child will need to bring a plastic bag (with their name clearly marked on) containing a pair of 

wellies and they will also need to bring a waterproof coat.  

Please see the diary dates at the foot of the newsletter. Catbells are having the first 3 sessions and 

Melbreak will have their 3 sessions later in the term.  

The advantages of forest schools include: 

• Personal and Social Development: Children achieve personal growth and learn to build positive 

relationships.  

• Enhanced Learning Skills: They develop problem-solving skills and improve their communication 

abilities. 

• Emotional Well-being: Forest schools encourage emotional well-being and self-confidence. 

• Environmental Awareness: They learn to respect and care for the natural world, fostering a 

sense of environmental responsibility.  

Multi Skills After School Club 

 

This term we will be offering a multi skills after school sports club for children in Year 1 and 2 on 

Wednesdays between 3.15pm and 4.15pm. If you would like your child to sign up, please register their 

place using the School Money system.  



Book Bags 

 

Year 1 and 2 children need to bring their book bag to school on a daily basis as they will need to change 

their reading books as part of the school reading scheme.  

Reception children will need to do the same once they begin the Read Write Inc phonics programme 

and they begin bringing blending books or their first reading books home.  

Old clean fabric wanted  

 

Key Stage One would be grateful for any donations of old clean fabric next week as they are beginning a 

new unit of Design Technology. If you have any old clothes with different patterns, please send any 

donations into school with your child. They are going to be creating a patchwork by joining fabric 

together using their sewing skills.  



Starting Reception in September 2026 

 

The children may only have started school this week but the application process has now opened for 

Nursery children who will be starting Reception next year.  Parents still have to apply for Reception even 

if you already attend our Nursery as the process is managed through Cumberland Council. 



Upcoming Parish Events 

 



 



Our weekly celebrations 

 

*No EYFS due to short week 

Learners of the week 

Scafell- Bodhi 

Skiddaw- Indie 

Handwriters of the week 

Zayan and Alexia 

Achievements outside of school 

Finley 



 



 



 



Breakfast club/ After school club 

 

Breakfast and After School Club Bookings are to be made in advance via our online system School 

Money. Please note that you cannot book via School Money on the day, all bookings must be made by 

midnight the day before. For emergency bookings at short notice you can still ring the school office. Feel 

free to book in for any odd sessions that your child would like to attend. Sessions run from 3.15pm-

5.15pm. The cost is £5.50 for the session, and pick up can be anytime up until 5.15pm from the 

Blencathra classroom which is around the back of school past the Nursery class. 

Activities 

Lots of different activities are provided each day for the children. They are welcome to choose from a 

variety of different games, crafts, construction and many other activities as well as our set activity for 

the day. 

 



Lunch Orders 

 

School lunches need to be ordered through the School Money system. They can be ordered in advance 

for the rest of the half term but they must be ordered by the day before at the latest. If your child is 

bringing in a packed lunch from home, please ensure you select that option on School Money so that the 

office are aware. Packed lunches must not contain fizzy drinks or (as stated above) any items that 

contain or may contain nuts.  

 

 



Upcoming diary dates 

 

Thursday 11th September- Cricket coaching for Year 1/2  

Thursday 18th September- Forest School session 1- Catbells  

Monday 22nd September 2.45pm- Year 2 curriculum meeting (for parents new to Year 2) 

Tuesday 23rd Sepetmber 2.45pm- Year 1 curriculum meeting (for parents new to Year 1) 

Thursday 25th September- Andy Tooze Poetry workshops for Year 1 and 2 

                                                Forest School session 2- Catbells 

Friday 26th September- Macmillan Coffee morning/afternoon 

                                           10.30am- Parents of Nursery and Reception children 

                                            2.30pm- Parents of Year 1 and 2 children  

Monday 29th September- Cross curricular orienteering day (Reception, Year 1 and Year 2) 

                                               Nursery  'Three Little Pigs' STEM workshop 

Thursday 2nd October- Forest School session 3- Catbells (final session) 

Friday 3rd October 2pm Prospective Reception new starters open afternoon 

Monday 6th October 2pm- Prospective Nursery new starters open afternoon 

                                       5pm- Prospective Nursery and Reception parents Open Evening 

Tuesday 7th October 10.30am - Harvest Service in church 

Thursday 9th October- Nasal Flu Vaccinations for Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 children 

                                         Forest School session 1- Melbreak 

Monday 13th October- Parents Evening 

Tuesday 14th October- Individual school photos 

                                         Nursery and Reception stay and play sessions 

                                         Parents Evening 



Thursday 16th October- Forest School session 2- Melbreak 

Monday 20th October- Full Governing Body meeting 

Wednesday 22nd October- Whitehaven STEM event at Whitehaven Academy- Year 2 

Thursday 23rd October- Forest School session 3- Melbreak (final session) 

                                            Fancy dress parties (optional attendance) 

                                            Early Years children- 4-5pm 

                                            Year 1 and 2- 5-6pm 

************************************ ****OCTOBER HALF TERM 

******************************************** 

Tuesday 4th November- Library bus visit 

Friday 7th November 10.30am- Remembrance Service for Year 1 and 2 in church 

Friday 14th November- Children In Need 

Monday 17th November- Road Safety Week 

Tuesday 2nd December- Beauty and the Beast pantomime at the Carnegie Theatre 

Friday 5th December 2pm- Christmas Fayre 

Monday 8th December- Early Years Nativities (9.30am and 2.30pm) 

Tuesday 9th December- Year 1 and 2 Nativities (9.30am and 2pm) 

Wednesday 17th December- Christmas jumper day, Christmas dinner and Christmas party 

Friday 19th December- Break up for the Christmas holidays 

*Please note further dates will be added as they arise throughout the autumn term.  

 

 

 



Contact Us 

 

 

St James' C of E Infant and Nursery School 

High Street 

Whitehaven 

CA28 7PZ 

01946 691970 

admin@st-james-inf.cumbria.sch.uk 

 

Visit us on the web at www.st-james-inf.cumbria.sch.uk  


