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Welcome to our weekly newsletter.  

This week our Year 1 children have done us proud during their phonics screening checks. It has been 

great to see how much effort they have applied throughout. Well done everyone! We will be sharing the 

children's results with you with their end of year reports. Overall the results are EXCELLENT and they will 

comfortably surpass the National average which makes us all feel very proud! A huge thank you to all 

the staff involved who have gone above and beyond and been so visibly invested to secure the fantastic 

outcomes for the school.  

Year 2 had an interactive afternoon at the Science show yesterday in St Nicholas Gardens. The police fed 

back to the staff that the children were 'lovely and polite, with impressive behaviour and a good 

knowledge of forensics!'. The children viewed and got hands on with the different exhibitions and 

engaged well with the show itself. Well done Year 2!  

This week we have had two lovely 'stay and play' afternoons to welcome our new September starters in 

Nursery and Reception. The staff have enjoyed meeting all our 'newbies' and being able to chat with 

their parents.  

Mrs Pickering spent another morning with us in Key Stage One this week getting to know everyone and 

she commented on how amazing the children's handwriting is for Year 1 and 2. Next week the staff will 

be having a staff meeting with the Junior staff for the handover of our Year 2 children. This all 

contributes to a smooth transition process.  

Nursery have continued their focus on creating AB patterns in maths this week, making use of different 

craft resources such as coloured lolly sticks to show their understanding. In their PSHE lesson they used 

mirrors to compare and contrast their features and they discussed how they are all so different but they 

can all be friends together.  

Reception have been reading a favourite text of theirs 'The Night Pirates' in their English lessons. In 

maths, they have enjoyed consolidating their work on sharing and grouping objects in different contexts 

using a range of equipment. Their theme work this week has continued to revolve around Rainforests 

and the animals that live within the habitat and their adaptations.  

Next week we are looking forward to our summer term fundraiser- our summer fayre. Please look out 

for further details below.  

Have a lovely weekend,  

Mrs Moore 



    

    

    



 

 

 

Class Photographs 

 

On Tuesday morning next week, the school photographer will be in school to take our class 

photographs.  Please ensure that your child comes to school in full uniform with sweatshirt, cardigan or 

hoodie. 

Links will be sent out within a couple of weeks for you to order a photograph should you want one. 



Year 2 Transition Events 

 

On Monday, the Juniors will host an After School Club taster session for any Year 2 children that may 

want to use the club when they move to the Juniors.  If your child would like to attend, just book our 

After School Club as normal. The Junior staff will come and collect the Year 2 children and take them 

over for a variety of fun activities.  This will give the children the chance to familiarise themselves with 

the club.  The children can then be collected by parents at anytime directly from the Juniors.  Mrs 

Thomas who runs the Juniors After School Club has suggested that parents give the children until 

4.30pm if possible to give them a chance to take part in the planned activities. 

Invitations came out last week for further After School Club activities too. Mr Tyson will run an After 

School Football Club and Mrs Maiden will run an After School Zumba Club for the following 3 Mondays: 

23rd June, 30th June and 7th July. Please book via the school office - there are still a few places 

available. 

Reminder that there is a meeting for Year 2 parents at the Junior School at 2.15pm on Tuesday next 

week (17th June). 

Our Year 2's will be visiting the Junior School on Wednesday for Collective Worship and  playtime as part 

of their summer term transition. 

 

 

 



Pre-loved toys collection 

 

We are really looking forward to our Summer Fayre which takes place this year on Friday 20th June at 

2.00pm. It is always a fun afternoon for parents and children alike.  

Next week  we are collecting pre-loved toys for our Toy Stall. If you have any old toys which are in good 

condition, please keep them and bring them in from Monday 16th June. We accept games, jigsaws, 

books, cuddly toys - anything in good condition but no bric-a-brac thanks. 

We will also be asking for home baking, cakes etc. on the day for our cake stall. These can be brought in 

on the morning of the Fayre (20th June). Please remember that we are a nut free school.  

This year we will be doing face painting during the school day this year as a way of reducing the 

queuing. If your child would like their face painted, please send your child to school with a £1 on 

Friday morning to give to their class teacher on arrival.  

We ask that parents come to school to collect your child at 2.00pm then accompany them round the 

Fayre.  Staff will be manning the stalls so a prompt pick up is really appreciated.  

It is always a big success and is an important school fundraiser so we really do appreciate everyone's 

help. If we have any parents willing to help with the setup and manning stalls, please speak to Mrs 

Brown in the school office. 

 



Sports afternoon arrangements 

 

Our sports afternoon will take place on the church grass on the afternoon of Wednesday 25th June. We 

are going to split our sports afternoon into two parts. Nursery will begin their events at 12.15pm 

(lasting approximately 30 mins) and Reception/Key Stage One will follow on afterwards at 1.30pm. 

Nursery parents are welcome to attend from 12.00pm. Please can all other parents come for 1.15pm 

at the earliest.  Once the nursery events are complete, you are welcome to collect your child if you 

would like to (Mrs Chambers will have a signing out sheet).  This will mean that they can watch older 

siblings compete.  

If anyone has any gazebos that we could borrow (which would accommodate a class of roughly 25 

children) please let us know.  

Each class will be displaying the children's coloured teams on their classroom doors this week. Please 

check your child's colour as we would like the children to wear a t-shirt of their team colour on the day. 

Some children may have been moved into a different colour this year to ensure that the teams are 

balanced.  

For safeguarding purposes, we have children who do not have photo permission so please only take 

photos of your own child.  

Things to remember:  

• apply sun cream and please send children with caps if it is warm 

• coloured t shirts (if possible)  

• refillable water bottles 

Year 2 end of year performance of The Lion King 

Our Year 2 children will perform their Lion King shows on Thursday 3rd July at 9.30 and again at 5pm 

for parents and grandparents. Tickets are now available to purchase via School Money. We will also be 

selling raffle tickets on the day of the performances to raise money for our school funds.  



Birthday treats 

 

We have had an increasing amount of requests to send in birthday treats for the classes which is a lovely 

thing to do. However we now have 17 various allergies to cater for across the school. Due to this we 

have had to make the difficult decision to ask that sweet treats are not brought into school. We need to 

ensure the safety of our children at all times throughout the school day.  

Playground Equipment 

 

As you know we have provided some fabulous activities through our OPAL play in the playgrounds for 

the children to use during their playtimes.  Could we kindly ask parents not to let the children use the 

equipment before and after school as staff have worked hard each day to put everything away tidily. 

Can we also ask you to make sure the children are well supervised as you leave after collecting your 

child, we don't want an accidents from children climbing and falling etc. 



Upcoming Church Services and Community Centre Events 

 



 



Our weekly celebrations 

 

Headteacher Award- Ayden 

Learners of the week 

Great Gable- Jason and Max G 

Melbreak- Emma 

Catbells- James 

Scafell- Rory 

Skiddaw- Xander 

Handwriters of the week 

Riley S, Zachary, Martha and Cleo 

Achievements outside of school 

Taekwondo - Skyla 

Football- Georgie, Seb and Sophie 

Caring and responsibility for pets award- Albie 

    



 

    

 

 



 



 



 



Attendance and punctuality 

 

 

 Skiddaw were our attendance winners for the second week running with 100%! Well done everyone!    

The more children are in school the more the children have chances to succeed. Good attendance 

correlates strongly to good attainment and progress.  

Our whole school attendance this week was  95.9% , 1.4 higher than the Primary National of 94.5%. 

Thank you, we appreciate your commitment to helping us secure very good attendance. It really does 

pay dividends for your child's progress.  

 

• 5 minutes late each day = 3 days lost per year 

• 10 minutes lost per day = 6 days lost per year 

• 15 minutes late each day = 10 days lost per year 

• 20 minutes late every day = 13 days lost per year 

• 30 minutes late every day = 19 days lost per year 

 



Breakfast club/ After school club 

Breakfast and After School Club Bookings are to be made in advance via our online system School 

Money. Please note that you cannot book via School Money on the day, all bookings must be made by 

midnight the day before. For emergency bookings at short notice you can still ring the school office. Feel 

free to book in for any odd sessions that your child would like to attend. Sessions run from 3.15pm-

5.15pm. The cost is £5.50 for the session, and pick up can be anytime up until 5.15pm from the 

Blencathra classroom which is around the back of school past the Nursery class. 

Activities 

Lots of different activities are provided each day for the children. They are welcome to choose from a 

variety of different games, crafts, construction and many other activities as well as our set activity for 

the day. 

 



Lunch Orders 

 

School lunches need to be ordered through the School Money system. They can be ordered in advance 

for the rest of the half term but they must be ordered by the day before at the latest. If your child is 

bringing in a packed lunch from home, please ensure you select that option on School Money so that the 

office are aware. Packed lunches must not contain fizzy drinks or (as stated above) any items that 

contain or may contain nuts.  

 



Upcoming diary dates 

 

Tuesday 17th June- Class photos 

Wednesday 18th June- Year 2 visit to the Juniors for breaktime and collective worship.  

Friday 20th June 2pm- Summer Fayre 

Monday 23rd June- Sports week begins 

Wednesday 25th June 12.15pm- Nursery sports afternoon (parents welcome) 

                                         1.30pm- Reception, Year 1 and 2 sports afternoon (parents welcome) 

Monday 30th June- Full Governing Body meeting 

                                    Wheelchair Basketball 

Wednesday 2nd July- Move up transition morning 

Thursday 3rd July 9.30am and 5pm - Year 2 'Lion King' performances  

Friday 4th July- Reports out to parents 

Monday 14th July- Nursery trip to Maryport Aquarium (to be accompanied by a parent or 

Grandparent) 

Wednesday 16th July 2.30pm - Year 2 Leavers Service at the church (Year 2 parents welcome) 

Friday 18th July 1pm- End of summer term 

• Additional dates will be added in bold throughout the term  



Contact Us 

 

 

St James' C of E Infant and Nursery School 

High Street 

Whitehaven 

CA28 7PZ 

01946 691970 

admin@st-james-inf.cumbria.sch.uk 

 

Visit us on the web at www.st-james-inf.cumbria.sch.uk  


