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Welcome to our weekly newsletter.  

This morning we have had so many generous donations for our chocolate tombola and summer fayre 

hampers- thank you for all of the kind donations. This will help massively towards our fundraising efforts 

which are all reinvested in the children.  

It's been all go in Year 1 and 2! The rehearsals for the Year 2 Disney production of 'The Lion King' are 

underway. The children have auditioned for the roles that they have put themselves forward for and 

they are beginning to learn their lines and practise the songs from the show. Their maths lessons have 

been very active and practical. The classes have been focusing on measuring linked to capacity, mass 

and length. They've had lots of fun with this, especially having the chance to measure using coloured 

water in the water tray.  

Nursery have started their new 'Under the Sea' theme for the second half of the summer term. As part 

of this, they have been reading 'The Rainbow Fish' and they have been creating art work of the fish with 

the glittery scale in connection with the text.  

In their PSHE session, they have been considering the phrase 'I can do it' and what it means to have a 

positive attitude and how to demonstrate perseverance. During maths this week, the focus has been on 

counting with 1:1 correspondence to 5 and singing number rhymes to reinforce their knowledge and 

understanding.  

Reception have been learning about the layers of the Rainforest using their stimulus of 'The Great Kapok 

Tree'. The children have been surprised to find out that trees help us to breathe and are vital to life on 

Earth. Yesterday they spent their maths lesson in the hall, practising sharing by grouping. This was tricky 

at first to create even groups but they soon recognised the difference between odd and even numbers 

and the relationship between halving.  

On Wednesday the Director of Carlisle Diocese, Charlotte Tudway, visited our school and spent time 

observing the classes. She enjoyed her tour and praised the children's 'superb attitude to learning which 

was evident across the school'.  

It looks like another busy week ahead! Next week the Year 2 children have been invited to visit 

Whitehaven Science Show, we have stay and play sessions planned for prospective new Nursery and 

Reception children and Mrs Pickering will be spending a morning with us to get to know our children 

who are transitioning to the Juniors.  

Good luck to our Year 1 children, who will be undertaking their phonics screening checks too. We know 

how well prepared you are and we are confident you are going to be amazing as always!  

Have a lovely weekend,  

Mrs Moore 



         

         



     

     

 



     

     

    



     

 



Year 2 Transition Events 

 

As always we are working closely with the Junior School to give our Year 2 children the best transition as 

they move to Year 3 in September. 

On 16th June, the Juniors will host an After School Club taster session for any Year 2 children that may 

want to use the club when they move to the Juniors.  If your child would like to attend, just book our 

After School Club as normal. The Junior staff will come and collect the Year 2 children and take them 

over for a variety of fun activities.  This will give the children the chance to familiarise themselves with 

the club.  The children can then be collected by parents at anytime directly from the Juniors.  Mrs 

Thomas who runs the Juniors After School Club has suggested that parents give the children until 

4.30pm if possible to give them a chance to take part in the planned activities. 

Invitations came out yesterday for further After School Club activities too. Mr Tyson will run an After 

School Football Club and Mrs Maiden will run an After School Zumba Club for the following 3 Mondays: 

23rd June, 30th June and 7th July. Please send in your reply slips to our school office or give them a ring 

if your child would like to take part.  Places are limited however so it essential to be prompt. 

Year 1 phonics check 

 

The Year 1 National phonics screening test will take place next week. The tests will be administered by 

your child's class teacher on an individual basis.  

Here is a DFE link for further information to answer any queries about the tests: Information for parents: 

Phonics screening check 2024 (publishing.service.gov.uk) 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/664c87774f29e1d07fadcba9/2024_Information_for_parents_assessment_phonics_screening_check_WEBHO.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/664c87774f29e1d07fadcba9/2024_Information_for_parents_assessment_phonics_screening_check_WEBHO.pdf


Nursery trip to Maryport Aquarium 

As part of nursery's current theme 'Under the Sea', they will be visiting Maryport Aquarium on Monday 

14th July. This will be an opportunity for the children to bring the theme to life, view and handle sea 

creatures and find out about underwater habitats. A letter will be sent out with further details about 

timings, uniform requirements and packed lunches.  

Please note that each child attending the trip will need to be accompanied by a parent or grandparent 

as the aquarium will be open to the public.  

Attendance Award 

 

We are delighted to receive an attendance award for the spring term in recognition of our excellent 

school attendance. This award places us in the top 25% of similar schools in England. Although this is 

amazing, our previous certificate was in the top 10% so we would like to see improvements to achieve 

the highest standard going forward.  

Attendance at school is vital for success. Please support us in ensuring that your child attends every 

single day when they are well. This really does make a difference. Poor attendance leads to learning 

becoming disjointed and gaps emerging in children's understanding which can have a knock on effect on 

your child.  

 



Nursery message about summer events 

 

If your child is currently part time in Nursery, they are welcome to attend the sports afternoon, summer 

fayre and school trip without needing to swap their sessions. We like to make sure that each child can 

be included in all events that we offer so that they have a fuller experience of school life.  

Labelled school uniform 

 

We are finding an increasing amount of jumpers around school and school hoodies which have no 

names in. This makes it difficult for staff to reunite the jumpers with the children who have misplaced 

them. Despite it being late in the school year, please check that each item of uniform is clearly labelled 

with your child's name.  

 

 

 

 



Summer Fayre 

 

We are really looking forward to our Summer Fayre which takes place this year on Friday 20th June at 

2.00pm. It is always a fun afternoon for parents and children alike.  

Thank you everyone for your donations of Chocolate and Hamper items today for our non-uniform day. 

You can still bring in items to donate next week too if you forgot today. 

Week commencing 16th June - we will be collecting pre-loved toys for our Toy Stall. If you have any old 

toys which are in good condition, please keep them and bring them in from Monday 16th June. We 

accept games, jigsaws, books, cuddly toys - anything in good condition but no bric-a-brac thanks. 

We will also be asking for home baking, cakes etc. on the day for our cake stall. These can be brought in 

on the morning of the Fayre. 

We ask that parents come to school to collect your child at 2.00pm then accompany them round the 

Fayre.  Staff will be manning the stalls so a prompt pick up is really appreciated.  

It is always a big success and is an important school fundraiser so we really do appreciate everyone's 

help. If we have any parents willing to help with the setup and manning stalls, please speak to Mrs 

Brown in the school office. 

 



Upcoming Church Services and Community Centre Events 

 



 



 



Our weekly celebrations 

 

Headteacher Award- Noah C 

Learners of the week 

Great Gable- Skyla and Ezra 

Melbreak-Mollie 

Catbells-Reese 

Scafell- Sam 

Skiddaw- Anandi 

Handwriters of the week 

Olivia, Leo, Miami and Xander 

Reading Award 

James 

Achievements outside of school 

Rugby Union- Alfie, Toby, James and Finley 

Gymnastics- Lowe 

Football- Gabe 



    

    

    



 



 



 



Attendance and punctuality 

 

 

 Skiddaw were our attendance winners with 98%! Well done everyone!    

The more children are in school the more the children have chances to succeed. Good attendance 

correlates strongly to good attainment and progress.  

Our whole school attendance this week was  95.4% ,1.7% higher than the Primary National of 93.7%. 

Thank you, we appreciate your commitment to helping us secure very good attendance. It really does 

pay dividends for your child's progress.  

 

• 5 minutes late each day = 3 days lost per year 

• 10 minutes lost per day = 6 days lost per year 

• 15 minutes late each day = 10 days lost per year 

• 20 minutes late every day = 13 days lost per year 

• 30 minutes late every day = 19 days lost per year 



Breakfast club/ After school club 

 

Breakfast and After School Club Bookings are to be made in advance via our online system School 

Money. Please note that you cannot book via School Money on the day, all bookings must be made by 

midnight the day before. For emergency bookings at short notice you can still ring the school office. Feel 

free to book in for any odd sessions that your child would like to attend. Sessions run from 3.15pm-

5.15pm. The cost is £5.50 for the session, and pick up can be anytime up until 5.15pm from the 

Blencathra classroom which is around the back of school past the Nursery class. 

Activities 

Lots of different activities are provided each day for the children. They are welcome to choose from a 

variety of different games, crafts, construction and many other activities as well as our set activity for 

the day. 

 



Lunch Orders 

 

School lunches need to be ordered through the School Money system. They can be ordered in advance 

for the rest of the half term but they must be ordered by the day before at the latest. If your child is 

bringing in a packed lunch from home, please ensure you select that option on School Money so that the 

office are aware. Packed lunches must not contain fizzy drinks or (as stated above) any items that 

contain or may contain nuts.  

 

 



Upcoming diary dates 

 

Monday 9th June- Year 1 phonics screening check week 

Thursday 12th June- Science Show at St Nicholas Gardens for Year 2 

Tuesday 17th June- Class photos 

Wednesday 18th June- Year 2 visit to the Juniors for breaktime and collective worship.  

Friday 20th June 2pm- Summer Fayre 

Monday 23rd June- Sports week begins 

Wednesday 25th June 12pm- Nursery sports afternoon (parents welcome) 

                                         1.30pm- Reception, Year 1 and 2 sports afternoon (parents welcome) 

Monday 30th June- Full Governing Body meeting 

                                    Wheelchair Basketball 

Wednesday 2nd July- Move up transition morning 

Thursday 3rd July 9.30am and 5pm - Year 2 'Lion King' performances  

Friday 4th July- Reports out to parents 

Wednesday 16th July 2.30pm - Year 2 Leavers Service at the church (Year 2 parents welcome) 

Friday 18th July 1pm- End of summer term 

• Additional dates will be added in bold throughout the term  



Contact Us 

 

 

St James' C of E Infant and Nursery School 

High Street 

Whitehaven 

CA28 7PZ 

01946 691970 

admin@st-james-inf.cumbria.sch.uk 

 

Visit us on the web at www.st-james-inf.cumbria.sch.uk  


