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Welcome to our weekly newsletter.  

This week nursery have been immersed in planting based on their class text of 'Jasper's Beanstalk'. They 

have learned what conditions are needed for plant growth and they have loved being hands-on, getting 

their hands dirty to make our school grounds look more colourful with flowers. In maths, the children 

have been learning how to instantly spot number 3 (subitising) using dice, beats of a drum and from 

arrangements of different objects e.g. spots. On Tuesday afternoon the children created natural 

landscape textured collages using natural objects. They found this fun, cutting, sticking and getting 

messy! 

Reception have been focusing on domestic animals (pets) and taking care of living creatures. They have 

been role playing 'vets' and they have been talking about respect for animals. In their art lesson they 

learned about abstract sculpture and they created their own plasticine models inspired by the work of 

Dame Barbara Hepworth. This work is now proudly displayed in our main entrance.  

Year 1 and 2 have been using Oliver Jeffers 'Lost and Found' book as a stimulus for writing their own 

adventure stories based on a lost object. Their science lesson this week was outdoors, the children 

learned how to identify birds through the sounds that they make using the 'Merlin bird ID call' app. They 

were excited to find lots of different birds in the vicinity around our school. In geography, the classes 

have sorted human and physical features of Australia. This afternoon in art the children have learned 

about combining the wax resistant technique with layering textures.  

Next week is the final week in school before we break up for the half term holiday. We have lots to pack 

in, including: Year 2 assessment 'quizzes', Read Write Inc assessments for Reception upwards, a 

Reception visit to the Lake District Wildlife Park and another exciting STEM session for Year 1. Mrs 

Pickering from the Juniors will also be coming to visit to start our Year 2 transition. 

Have a lovely weekend making the most of the sunshine,  

Mrs Moore 



   

   

    



    

    

    



    

       

 

 

 



     

Year 1 and 2 Australia Day 

 

Next Thursday please can Year 1 and 2 can come to school dressed in brightly coloured shorts and t-

shirts as they will be having a themed day all about Australia. This will end their Geography theme 'Do 

you wish you were here, Australia?'  As part of this, they will be playing cricket, having a BBQ and taking 

part in Australia related activities.  



Year 1 phonics check 

 

The Year 1 National phonics screening test will take place week commencing Monday 9th June 2025. 

Each child has been provided with a sound chart which has been highlighted to show the gaps in their 

sound knowledge. In addition we have sent out QR codes which link to extra practice for use at home.  

Please continue to practice your child's sounds using a little and often approach if you can. This extra 

retrieval practice will help their confidence and help them feel fully prepared.  

Year 2 leavers hoodies 

 

Leavers hoodies have been delivered to school. These will be handed out to the children next week. The 

Year 2 children can wear them as part of their uniform after the half term holiday.  



Uniform Orders 

 

We are now taking orders for uniform ready for September. This is an extremely busy time of year for 

our suppliers so it really is advisable to order early to ensure delivery before we break up for the 

summer. Orders can be placed via School Money and we recommend ordering as soon as you can.  Any 

deliveries that come after we break up for summer will only be available to collect when school reopens 

in September. 

Summer Fayre 

 

It's that time of year again where we will be preparing for our Summer Fayre which takes place this year 

on Friday 20th June at 2.00pm. It is always a fun afternoon for parents and children alike.  

In the coming weeks we will giving further arrangements however here are some note-worthy dates for 

you: 

Friday 6th June (first week back after half term) - Non-Uniform day to collect items for our Hampers and 

Chocolate Tombola 

Week commencing 16th June - we will be collecting pre-loved toys for our Toy Stall 

We will also be asking for cakes on the day for our cake stall. 



Messy Church 

 

Mrs Jones will be running another round of Messy Church in June. The theme is Friendship to coincide 

with our next Christian value, following in the footsteps of Jesus.  

The dates are:  

• Thursday 5th June 3.15-4.15pm 

• Thursday 12th June 3.15-4.15pm 

• Thursday 19th June 3.15-4.15pm 

If your child would like to come along, please register on the School Money app. It is £4 per session.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Targeted short breaks for children with SEND 

 

Targeted Short Breaks Registration Window now open! The Targeted Short Breaks registration window 

is now open for families to register their child/ young person. The registration window will be open until 

June 6th. 

Register your child for Targeted Short Break Activities Please note that if your child is already registered 

for Targeted Short Break Activities and you can currently book activities you do not need to re-register 

until October 2025. This registration window is a mid-year window for those who missed the October 

window, or have since become eligible. 

What is a Targeted Short Break? 

Targeted Short Breaks Activities are activities provided in the Cumberland area that are designed to 

meet the needs of children and young people with disabilities. This gives parents and carers the 

opportunity to take a Short Break from caring.  

We offer our own targeted short break services which gives children and young people in Cumberland 

access to 76 hours of free activities across the year.  

Who is eligible?  

To be eligible for the Targeted Short Breaks service in Cumberland, your child or young person must: 

be ordinarily resident in Cumberland, and have a disability as defined in the Equality Act 2010, and have 

an Education, Health and Care Plan, and be within the academic year groups Year 1 to Year 13.  If you 

would like to speak to someone directly about Short Breaks or have any questions surrounding eligibility 

or the registration process, please call: 0300 3038 165. You can also email the service at: 

shortbreaks@cumberland.gov.uk 

Eligible children and young people will be offered access to Targeted Short Break Activities. Most of our 

providers are only able to support children and young people with low to moderate level needs. They 

are unable to support children or young people that have a higher-level need. 

If your child has a higher level of need, Specialist Services Short Breaks may be appropriate for you. For 

more information, please contact the Children with Disabilities Team on: 03332 401 727. 

Please register if you are eligible: 

https://central.digital.cumberland.gov.uk/w/webpage/new-case-log-

link?service=shortbreaks&council=cumberland  

https://central.digital.cumberland.gov.uk/w/webpage/new-case-log-link?service=shortbreaks&council=cumberland
https://central.digital.cumberland.gov.uk/w/webpage/new-case-log-link?service=shortbreaks&council=cumberland


Upcoming Church Services and Community Centre Events 

 



 



Our weekly celebrations 

 

Headteacher Award- Martha 

Learners of the week 

Great Gable- Margot 

Melbreak- Georgie 

Catbells- Zayan 

Scafell- Bonnie 

Skiddaw- Sophie 

Handwriters of the week 

Well done to Tex, Liv Ferne, Martha and Archie 

Reading Awards 

Well done to our large group of bronze and silver award winners.  

Golden Welly Award winners for OPAL play 

Bodhi S and Rudie D 

Achievements outside of school 

Swimming- Charlotte, Sienna and Sonny 

Gymnastics and dancing- Alexia 

Football- Sam and Reese 



    

    

       



 



 



 



Holiday Activities 

 

 



Attendance and punctuality 

 

 

Scafell were our attendance winners with 100% ! Well done everyone!    

The more children are in school the more the children have chances to succeed. Good attendance 

correlates strongly to good attainment and progress.  

Our whole school attendance this week was 96%, 1% higher than the Primary National of 95%.  

 

• 5 minutes late each day = 3 days lost per year 

• 10 minutes lost per day = 6 days lost per year 

• 15 minutes late each day = 10 days lost per year 

• 20 minutes late every day = 13 days lost per year 

• 30 minutes late every day = 19 days lost per year 

 

 

 



Breakfast club/ After school club 

 

Breakfast and After School Club Bookings are to be made in advance via our online system School 

Money. Please note that you cannot book via School Money on the day, all bookings must be made by 

midnight the day before. For emergency bookings at short notice you can still ring the school office. Feel 

free to book in for any odd sessions that your child would like to attend. Sessions run from 3.15pm-

5.15pm. The cost is £5.50 for the session, and pick up can be anytime up until 5.15pm from the 

Blencathra classroom which is around the back of school past the Nursery class. 

Activities 

Lots of different activities are provided each day for the children. They are welcome to choose from a 

variety of different games, crafts, construction and many other activities as well as our set activity for 

the day. 

 



Lunch Orders 

 

School lunches need to be ordered through the School Money system. They can be ordered in advance 

for the rest of the half term but they must be ordered by the day before at the latest. If your child is 

bringing in a packed lunch from home, please ensure you select that option on School Money so that the 

office are aware. Packed lunches must not contain fizzy drinks or (as stated above) any items that 

contain or may contain nuts.  

 

 

 

 



Upcoming diary dates 

 

 

Wednesday 21st May- Year 1 STEM workshop- 'Who uses this?' aspiration session 

Wednesday 21st May- Reception visit to the Lake District Wildlife Park (letters have been sent out 

about this) 

***************************MAY HALF TERM WEEK COMMENCING MONDAY 26TH 

MAY***************************** 

Wednesday 4th June- Visit from Director of Carlisle Diocese- Charlotte Tudway 

Friday 6th June- Non uniform day 

Monday 9th June- Year 1 phonics screening check week 

Tuesday 10th June- Library bus visit 

Thursday 12th June- Science Show at St Nicholas Gardens for Year 2 

Tuesday 17th June- Class photos 

Friday 20th June 2pm- Summer Fayre 

Monday 23rd June- Sports week begins 

Wednesday 25th June 12pm- Nursery sports afternoon (parents welcome) 

                                         1.30pm- Reception, Year 1 and 2 sports afternoon (parents welcome) 

Monday 30th June- Full Governing Body meeting 

                                    Wheelchair Basketball 

Wednesday 2nd July- Move up transition day 

Thursday 3rd July- Year 2 performances (times will follow) 

Friday 4th July- Reports out to parents 

Wednesday 16th July 2.30pm - Year 2 Leavers Service at the church 

Friday 18th July 1pm- End of summer term 

• Additional dates will be added in bold throughout the term  



Contact Us 

 

 

St James' C of E Infant and Nursery School 

High Street 

Whitehaven 

CA28 7PZ 

01946 691970 

admin@st-james-inf.cumbria.sch.uk 

 

Visit us on the web at www.st-james-inf.cumbria.sch.uk  


