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Welcome to our weekly newsletter.  

We have had another brilliant week in school. Yesterday the whole school commemorated VE Day with 

a themed picnic on the playground. Key Stage One followed this up in the afternoon, finding out about 

about the significance of the event and why we need to remember those who fought to protect our 

peace. The children wrote their own explanations of what VE Day is and why it is a celebration.  

On Wednesday Mr Beattie visited us to see the children in all the classes as a first step for our transition 

programme this year. After the half term holiday our Year 2 children will begin visits to our Juniors at 

different times of the day. to give them an insight into different aspects of the school day including after 

school clubs. Further details will follow soon.  

Yesterday we had a visit from the Deputy Director of Carlisle Diocese- Laura Watson. She spent the day 

with us: visiting the classrooms, looking at RE books, observing collective worship and she joined in with 

our VE celebrations. The visit was due to the fact that the school is due their SIAMS church inspection at 

some point in the next academic year so she likes to visit before hand to the Christian distinctiveness of 

the school in action.  

Nursery have been learning all about number three this week, being able to spot three objects at a 

glance (subitising) and making groups of three objects of their own. They have also continued their 

theme about animals, matching different animal species to their habitats.  

Reception enjoyed their second forest school session. The children loved exploring outdoors. They had 

the opportunity to swing in hammocks, climb trees, make dens and make woodland crowns using 

natural objects. They can't wait for next week's session already! Back in school, they have been growing 

broad beans and writing 'bean' diaries, documenting their progress! 

Year 1 and 2 have been immersed in their Geography theme about Australia. This week they have been 

comparing the climate in different parts of the country. In their maths lessons, the focus has been about 

money. The children have been practising finding totals and calculating change. This is always a 

challenge at this age. The staff would be grateful of this could be consolidated at home in a real life 

context if you could give your child the opportunity to handle money in shops.  

Looking ahead to the remaining two weeks before half term, our Year 2 children will be having their 

assessments in reading, writing and maths. These will be carried out as normal classroom practice. The 

children may refer to this as 'doing quizzes'. This is in place of the Key stage One SATS tests which were 

abolished as they have now been replaced with the Reception baseline tests.  

Have a lovely weekend,  

Mrs Moore 

Please see the updated dates at the foot of the newsletter for the remainder of the summer term.  



 

     

 



    

    



    

    

 



Nursery Read Write Inc 'drop in' session 

 

Throughout the summer term, nursery begin to learn the pictures from our Read Write Inc phonics 

scheme which correspond to the different sounds. This is the first step on their reading journey on their 

pathway to becoming 'readers'. Mrs Chambers, our Reading lead, will be offering an informal drop in 

session for any parents who are not already familiar with this phonics scheme on Wednesday afternoon 

at 2.45pm in our school library.  

The purpose of the session is to show parents what your child will be learning on a daily basis and Mrs 

Chambers will provide hints and tips of how you can support at home. In addition, it will be an 

opportunity to ask any questions you may have too.  

Please feel free to come along if you can.  

Mrs Chambers will also be adding the sounds taught throughout each week to Tapestry so that your 

child can reinforce their knowledge of the sounds at home.  



Message from Year 1 and 2 teachers 

 

Please could all parents remember to complete entries into your child's reading record, ready to be 

handed in to staff each Friday morning. Please write the date, book title and a brief comment if you 

wish so that we can keep track of how much reading your child is managing to do at home.  

Learning to read is a vital skill as it impacts on all other subjects across the curriculum. To improve 

children's success in reading, we recommend lots of practise to build fluency and accuracy. This in turn 

helps to boost children's confidence.  



Upcoming Church Services and Community Centre Events 

 



 



Our weekly celebrations 

 

Headteacher Award- Beau R 

Learners of the week 

Great Gable- Rowan 

Melbreak- Harper 

Catbells- Isaac 

Scafell- Riley S 

Skiddaw- Ollie 

Handwriters of the week 

Well done to Rory, Rudie, Ferne and Georgie 

Reading Awards 

Charlotte (second bronze) and Josie (gold) 

Golden Welly Award winners for OPAL play 

Bodhi R and Reggie 

Achievements outside of school 

Ava, Sonny, Charlotte, James, Sam, Bodhi R and Elijah 

    



    

    

 



 



 



 



Holiday Activities 

 

 

 



Attendance and punctuality 

 

 

Skiddaw were our attendance winners with 98.1% ! Well done everyone!    

The more children are in school the more the children have chances to succeed. Good attendance 

correlates strongly to good attainment and progress.  

Our whole school attendance this week was 96.8%, 2.4% higher than the Primary National of 95.4%.  

 

• 5 minutes late each day = 3 days lost per year 

• 10 minutes lost per day = 6 days lost per year 

• 15 minutes late each day = 10 days lost per year 

• 20 minutes late every day = 13 days lost per year 

• 30 minutes late every day = 19 days lost per year 

 

 

 



Breakfast club/ After school club 

 

Breakfast and After School Club Bookings are to be made in advance via our online system School 

Money. Please note that you cannot book via School Money on the day, all bookings must be made by 

midnight the day before. For emergency bookings at short notice you can still ring the school office. Feel 

free to book in for any odd sessions that your child would like to attend. Sessions run from 3.15pm-

5.15pm. The cost is £5.50 for the session, and pick up can be anytime up until 5.15pm from the 

Blencathra classroom which is around the back of school past the Nursery class. 

Activities 

Lots of different activities are provided each day for the children. They are welcome to choose from a 

variety of different games, crafts, construction and many other activities as well as our set activity for 

the day. 

 



Lunch Orders 

 

School lunches need to be ordered through the School Money system. They can be ordered in advance 

for the rest of the half term but they must be ordered by the day before at the latest. If your child is 

bringing in a packed lunch from home, please ensure you select that option on School Money so that the 

office are aware. Packed lunches must not contain fizzy drinks or (as stated above) any items that 

contain or may contain nuts.  

 

 

 



Upcoming diary dates 

 

Tuesday 13th May- Year 1 and 2 'Blue Bots' STEM computing session with Sellafield Education Outreach 

Team 

Wednesday 14th May at 2.45pm- Nursery Read Write Inc 'drop in' demonstration (for parents new to 

nursery) 

Wednesday 21st May- Year 1 STEM workshop- 'Who uses this?' aspiration session 

Date to be confirmed due to transport- Reception visit to the Lake District Wildlife Park  

***************************MAY HALF TERM WEEK COMMENCING MONDAY 26TH 

MAY***************************** 

Wednesday 4th June- Visit from Director of Carlisle Diocese- Charlotte Tudway 

Friday 6th June- Non uniform day 

Monday 9th June- Year 1 phonics screening check week 

Tuesday 10th June- Library bus visit 

                                   Reception athletics event at St Benedicts 

Thursday 12th June- Science Show at St Nicholas Gardens for Year 2 

Tuesday 17th June- Class photos 

Friday 20th June 2pm- Summer Fayre 

Monday 23rd June- Sports week begins 

Wednesday 25th June 12pm- Nursery sports afternoon (parents welcome) 

                                         1.30pm- Reception, Year 1 and 2 sports afternoon (parents welcome) 

Monday 30th June- Full Governing Body meeting 

                                    Wheelchair Basketball 

Wednesday 2nd July- Move up transition day 

Thursday 3rd July- Year 2 performances (times will follow) 

Friday 4th July- Reports out to parents 

Wednesday 16th July 2.30pm - Year 2 Leavers Service at the church 

Friday 18th July 1pm- End of summer term 

• Additional dates will be added in bold throughout the term  



Contact Us 

 

 

St James' C of E Infant and Nursery School 

High Street 

Whitehaven 

CA28 7PZ 

01946 691970 

admin@st-james-inf.cumbria.sch.uk 

 

Visit us on the web at www.st-james-inf.cumbria.sch.uk  


