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Welcome to our weekly newsletter.  

The highlight of this week was our U Dance performance 'We are Water Protectors' at the Carnegie 

Theatre. Our group of dancers did us proud, performing in front of our parents and parents from other 

schools. They remembered their routine well and showcased their talents brilliantly. Once again, a huge 

well done and thank you to all involved.  

It was lovely to hold our parents meetings this week to chat with parents about well-being and pupil 

progress. This time we trialled a new approach to nursery meetings by introducing a 'stay and play' 

session in small groups. This was well received and they both worked out well. The feedback gathered 

showed that parents welcomed the opportunity to play alongside their child in the nursery classroom. 

Thank you for supporting our Scholastic Book Fayre. We have raised £301 over the two nights.  

Nursery have been reading the classic story of 'Elmer' this week, learning about difference. In their 

maths activities, the focus has been on patterns. The children spotted different types of patterns in 

'Elmer' such as stripes, dotted, heart and patchwork and they have created their own versions.  

Reception have been learning about famous landmarks in London as a stimulus for their writing. They 

have been writing sentences to describe why they are iconic. This afternoon they have been using their 

observational drawing skills to draw flowers in their sketchbooks, producing beautiful art work that they 

are proud of! 

In Year 1 and 2, the classes have been focusing on learning their times tables (x2, x 10, x 5). The children 

have recognised this is something that takes lots of practise so they have been playing games and 

rehearsing the number facts with their friends. In their Geography lessons they have been making 

comparisons between the different explorers and in science they have been distinguishing between 

deciduous and evergreen trees outdoors.  

Next week Mrs Chambers will be carrying out her half termly phonics assessments to check where each 

child is in terms of their phonics knowledge across the school. It is also assessment week from Reception 

upwards. This will be our spring term data collection to inform next steps in teaching and learning for 

the summer term. I'm sure our children will have their chance to shine! 

Have a lovely weekend.  

Mrs Moore 



     

    

 



         

 



 

 

 



Parent feedback  

 

Thank you for the very supportive responses to our parent survey at the parent teacher evenings. We 

have taken the time to read every single one and we are delighted with the feedback.  

The main strengths of the school highlighted time and time again are:  

• Welcoming and approachable staff 

• Overall friendliness 

• Staff connections with the children 

• Attentive staff 

• My son loves it here, we have no regrets changing his school 

• Very personalised 

• Keep being as wonderful as you are 

• Excellent and friendly staff 

• We never hear anything negative about this school 

• The staff treat the kids like their own 

• Attention to each of the children 

• Good feedback system 

• I love how the classes are mixed in Y1/2- this brings on the younger children 

• I wish my girls had come here sooner, they adore coming everyday 

• The teachers and staff genuinely care for the children- for parents this means the world 

• Supportive and open teachers- always available to help 

• I love how safe I feel leaving my children here daily and how the staff treat them 

• Great teaching 

• Staff passion for learning and fun engagement- awesome! 

• Overall communication 



• This a fantastic school and my son has come on in leaps and bounds.  

• Very welcoming and happy place for the kids 

• Always lots going on to benefit the kids 

• OPAL play- the variety of play on the playground is great! 

• Children are at the heart of everything this school does 

• Knowledgeable staff and great provision 

• My children have been helped and supported so well to settle into school 

• All the amazing facilities and the way the school is constantly improving  

• Plenty of resources- educational and play based 

• Accommodating for needs 

• Good communication 

• I love how amazing everyone is 

• Such a welcoming place 

• Thank you for always caring about our children as if they were your own 

Some people have provided some pointers for improvement which we value. Again we have taken every 

one on board. Here are the explanations for the suggestions made:  

• Maths lessons for parents- we can provide a 'cakes and calculations' session to model the 

different calculation strategies 

• Disabled access- We would love to do this. We had an Accessibility Audit carried out and the 

cost of the necessary works were in their thousands therefore this is not viable financially at the 

moment for the school.  

• Longer provision of breakfast club- We will keep re evaluating this- we have tried this in the 

summer term last year and it only suited one or two children and the attendance was not 

consistent for staffing costs to be covered.  

We rely heavily on word of mouth recommendations for prospective parents who rightly value the 

opinions of current parents. If you know of any family or friends with little ones approaching three, 

ready to start school, we would really appreciate you letting them know about us and our offer of 

Infant school provision.  

Every recommendation is massively appreciated by all of the staff team here.  



Final lunch menus for the summer term 

 

We recognise that pupil voice is vital in school improvement. We like to gather the children's views to 

aid our school development priorities in all aspects of school life. Following a school council meeting last 

week, the children put forward their requests for the summer lunch menu. Suggestions included: An all-

day breakfast, a chicken and tomato pasta bake, cucumber sticks and tray bakes .We have taken their 

ideas on board and a new three week cycle of menus have been created in consultation with our lovely 

kitchen staff.  

Here is an example below of one of the weeks:  

 



Thank you to Mrs Jones 

 

Thank you to Mrs Jones, our lay reader, from the church who has kindly volunteered some time to plant 

some flowers at the entrance to the school and in our court yard.  

OPAL donations welcomed 

 

We would welcome donations for our 'wheelie zone' if your child has outgrown any of the items listed 

below:  

• trikes 

• Little Tykes style cars 

• small go karts 

• 'skuttle bugs' 



    

Easter Egg Decorating Competition 

 

As ever, we will be running our annual competition to find the best decorated eggs (hard boiled of 

course!) Now is the time to start thinking of ideas. Children can bring in their decorated eggs on 

Thursday 3rd April and there will be winners in each class. 

Moo Music sessions during the Easter break 

 

Here are two fun sessions being run in our community centre for children aged 0-5 during the Easter 

holidays. Anyone who attends these sessions speaks very highly of them. They are run by a Nursery 

teacher and teaching assistant, who make them fun and interactive. The first one is 'Messy Moo' and the 

second one is the Easter session 'Music Moo'.  

If you are free, please feel free to book by visiting their Facebook or Instagram pages- 'Moo Music 

West Cumbria'.  



    

Leavers Hoodies for Year 2 

 

Burgundy leavers hoodies are available to order via School Money. The cost is £20. The children can 

wear them in school after the May half term holiday. Please can all payments be made by Friday 28th 

March as they take a while to process due to demand across the country.  



Our weekly celebrations 

 

Headteacher Award- Charlie-Cole 

Learners of the week 

Great Gable-  Beau 

Melbreak- Madison 

Catbells- Sienna 

Scafell- Ollie 

Skiddaw- Indie 

Handwriters of the week 

Well done to Blake, Mollie, Ella and Ayden  

Also a big well done to Remi and Cora for achieving the bronze and gold level reading certificates.  

Well done to the group of children with achievements outside of school. 

     



     

     

 



 



 



 



 



 



Attendance and punctuality 

 

 

Melbreak were our joint attendance winners with 99% ! Well done everyone!    

The more children are in school the more the children have chances to succeed. Good attendance 

correlates strongly to good attainment and progress.  

Our whole school attendance this week was 96.6%, 2% higher than the Primary National of 94.6%.  

 

• 5 minutes late each day = 3 days lost per year 

• 10 minutes lost per day = 6 days lost per year 

• 15 minutes late each day = 10 days lost per year 

• 20 minutes late every day = 13 days lost per year 

• 30 minutes late every day = 19 days lost per year 



Breakfast club/ After school club 

 

Breakfast and After School Club Bookings are to be made in advance via our online system School 

Money. Please note that you cannot book via School Money on the day, all bookings must be made by 

midnight the day before. For emergency bookings at short notice you can still ring the school office. Feel 

free to book in for any odd sessions that your child would like to attend. Sessions run from 3.15pm-

5.15pm. The cost is £5.50 for the session, and pick up can be anytime up until 5.15pm from the 

Blencathra classroom which is around the back of school past the Nursery class. 

Activities 

Lots of different activities are provided each day for the children. They are welcome to choose from a 

variety of different games, crafts, construction and many other activities as well as our set activity for 

the day. 

 



Lunch Orders 

 

School lunches need to be ordered through the School Money system. They can be ordered in advance 

for the rest of the half term but they must be ordered by the day before at the latest. If your child is 

bringing in a packed lunch from home, please ensure you select that option on School Money so that the 

office are aware. Packed lunches must not contain fizzy drinks or (as stated above) any items that 

contain or may contain nuts.  

 



Upcoming diary dates 

 

Monday 31st March 2.45pm - Hawse End meeting for Year 2 parents 

Tuesday 1st April- Easter Gardens for Year 1 and 2 

Wednesday 2nd April- Easter Experience at the church for Year 1 and 2 

Thursday 3rd April- Decorated egg competition 

Friday 4th April- End of the spring term.  

                              1pm Juniors Easter Fayre - all welcome 

• Additional dates will be added in bold throughout the term  

• Catbells 'Dream Jobs' session is the following half term.  

Contact Us 

 

 

St James' C of E Infant and Nursery School 

High Street 

Whitehaven 

CA28 7PZ 

01946 691970 

admin@st-james-inf.cumbria.sch.uk 

 

Visit us on the web at www.st-james-inf.cumbria.sch.uk  


