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Welcome to our weekly newsletter.  

We have had another busy week in school! This week we welcomed Anna from OPAL who came to 

observe our playtime. She was delighted to see that we have increased our playzones.  The children 

gave her a tour of the areas and chatted to her about what they were doing.  Anna reported back that 

the playground was a "hive of activity" and that "every single child was engaged in an activity of their 

choosing". She said it was "amazing to see and was lovely to experience". We are absolutely delighted 

with the feedback and will continue to work on our provision. 

This week, Nursery have been looking at rhymes and patterns in stories and songs. They had a visit from 

the Blood Bikes on Thursday as part of our theme on People Who Help Us. Many thanks to Graeme and 

Louise who talked to the children about the important volunteer work they do and showed them their 

brand new motorbike too. 

In English, Reception have been continuing to read the book The Tiny Seed.  They have planted their 

own sunflower seeds and have been learning about how plants grow. In Maths they have been learning 

about number bonds to 10. 

This week has been Science Week, Key Stage 1 joined the NFU Science Farm Live lesson learning about 

sustainability and also had an engineering online lesson with Daniel Innes from the Civil Aviation 

Authority who spoke about rocket inventions, the children then designed their own rocket for a 

competition. They have also been planting sunflower seeds and in History they have been learning 

about Neil Armstrong. The Year children have been over to the Junior School this afternoon to play 

cricket with some of the Junior children as a start to their transition programme. 

Myself and Miss Sapsed attended the Coastal Schools Conference which was a brilliant opportunity to 

highlight what amazing things are happening in schools right along the West Coast of Cumbria and 

Lancashire. 

Next week looks to be busy too, Nursery will be having a visit from Cumbria Fire and Rescue as part of 

their topic on People Who Help Us, we will be holding a virtual author event for Reception and Key Stage 

1, Key Stage 1 will also be having an assembly with local artist Amy about creating art with recycled 

materials. We are holding Parent's Evenings which will be an opportunity for you to discuss your child's 

progress and their next steps with the class teacher - see post below regarding bookings. It is also our U-

Dance performances at the Carnegie Theatre. 

Have a lovely weekend.  

Mrs Moore 



    

    

     



 

    

    



School Council - Lunch Survey 

 

Mrs King held a school council meeting this week. The children discussed what food and meals they 

would like to see on our new Summer Term menu. Mrs Hendren and Mrs Broatch are now working hard 

to incorporate their ideas into our new menu for next term. 

U Dance 

 

The children completed their dress rehearsal yesterday. They were fantastic and are very excited about 

their performances next week! Just a reminder that the children will be provided with a school packed 

lunch (you should have ordered a wrap choice for them on School Money for Tuesday) and after their 

early lunch will leave school at 11.30pm to go to the Carnegie Theatre. They will then take part 

alongside the other schools in their rehearsals.  

You should provide a packed tea on the day for them to take with them to eat in between the two 

performances. Please include plenty of drinks/water bottle. The children should be collected from the 

Carnegie Theatre following the second performance which starts at 5.30pm and is due to last about 1 

hour. 



Parents Evenings - next week 

 

Parent's Evenings for Reception, Years 1 and 2 will take place next week on Wednesday and Thursday. 

Links to book your appointment were sent out on Monday. By following the link you will be able to book 

a suitable appointment. If you have had any problems booking an appointment, please see Mrs Brown in 

the school office. 

Nursery parents can sign up to one of our hour long "Stay and Play" sessions on Tuesday and 

Wednesday next week by speaking to the Nursery staff. 

Scholastic Book Fayre 

 

 We will be holding our annual Scholastic Book Fayre during the Parent's Evening next week. You will be 

able to buy some fabulous high quality books for your child and school can earn reward points to put 

towards buying books for school too. You can also use the World Book Day tokens towards your 

purchases. You do not need to bring cash, all payments can be made online. 



 

St James' Juniors 

 

Our fabulous Junior School have joined Facebook. Please give them a like and follow to see what great 

things are happening. 

St James Junior's Facebook Page 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61573422876309&sk=about


Moo-Music 

 

Moo-Music West Cumbria are holding Messy Moo and Moo Music sessions in St James' Community 

Centre during the Easter holidays. These sessions are designed for young children  0-5 but places are 

limited. 

Messy Moo sessions are planned carefully to be totally play based and sensory rich experiences where 

learning happens by “hands on” exploration. The sessions are enhanced by parents/carers getting 

involved and supporting play based learning 

Moo Music sessions combine a music session followed by messy play. 

Sessions are planned for 8th and 15th April, full details of how to book can be found on their Facebook 

and Instagram pages - Moo Music West Cumbria. 

Easter Egg Decorating Competition 

 

As ever, we will be running our annual competition to find the best decorated eggs (hard boiled of 

course!) Now is the time to start thinking of ideas. Children can bring in their decorated eggs on 

Thursday 3rd April and there will be winners in each class. 



Leavers Hoodies for Year 2 

 

Burgundy leavers hoodies are available to order via School Money. The cost is £20. The children can 

wear them in school after the May half term holiday. Please can all payments be made by Friday 28th 

March as they take a while to process due to demand across the country.  

Our weekly celebrations 

 

Headteacher Award- Alfie 

Learners of the week 

Great Gable-  Esther 

Melbreak- Ava 

Catbells- Sebastian 

Scafell- Fred 

Skiddaw- Lily 

Handwriters of the week 

Well done to Penny, Jessie, Charlie-Cole and Theo! 

Also a big well done to Isaac for gaining his Captain's Armband for football and Isla for achieving her 

gymnastics certificate! 



 

    

 



 

    



 



 



 



 



 



Attendance and punctuality 

 

 

Skiddaw were our joint attendance winners with 98.3% ! Well done everyone!    

The more children are in school the more the children have chances to succeed. Good attendance 

correlates strongly to good attainment and progress.  

Our whole school attendance this week was 96.6%, 2% higher than the Primary National of 94.6%.  

 

• 5 minutes late each day = 3 days lost per year 

• 10 minutes lost per day = 6 days lost per year 

• 15 minutes late each day = 10 days lost per year 

• 20 minutes late every day = 13 days lost per year 

• 30 minutes late every day = 19 days lost per year 



Breakfast club/ After school club 

 

Breakfast and After School Club Bookings are to be made in advance via our online system School 

Money. Please note that you cannot book via School Money on the day, all bookings must be made by 

midnight the day before. For emergency bookings at short notice you can still ring the school office. Feel 

free to book in for any odd sessions that your child would like to attend. Sessions run from 3.15pm-

5.15pm. The cost is £5.50 for the session, and pick up can be anytime up until 5.15pm from the 

Blencathra classroom which is around the back of school past the Nursery class. 

Activities 

Lots of different activities are provided each day for the children. They are welcome to choose from a 

variety of different games, crafts, construction and many other activities as well as our set activity for 

the day. 

 



Lunch Orders 

 

School lunches need to be ordered through the School Money system. They can be ordered in advance 

for the rest of the half term but they must be ordered by the day before at the latest. If your child is 

bringing in a packed lunch from home, please ensure you select that option on School Money so that the 

office are aware. Packed lunches must not contain fizzy drinks or (as stated above) any items that 

contain or may contain nuts.  

 



Upcoming diary dates 

 

 

Monday 17th March- Nursery Fire Service visit 

Tuesday 18th March- U Dance Performances at the Carnegie Theatre- 3.30pm and 5.30pm 

Wednesday 19th March- Parents meetings and Scholastic Book Fayre 

                                            Reception NHS health screening- heights and weights 

Thursday 20th March- Parents meetings and Scholastic Book Fayre 

Monday 31st March 2.45pm - Hawse End meeting for Year 2 parents 

Tuesday 1st April- Easter Gardens for Year 1 and 2 

Wednesday 2nd April- Easter Experience at the church for Year 1 and 2 

Thursday 3rd April- Decorated egg competition 

Friday 4th April- End of the spring term.  

                              1pm Juniors Easter Fayre - all welcome 

• Additional dates will be added in bold throughout the term  

• Catbells 'Dream Jobs' session is the following half term.  



Contact Us 

 

 

St James' C of E Infant and Nursery School 

High Street 

Whitehaven 

CA28 7PZ 

01946 691970 

admin@st-james-inf.cumbria.sch.uk 

 

Visit us on the web at www.st-james-inf.cumbria.sch.uk  


