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Welcome to our weekly newsletter.  

It has been lovely to welcome Miss Sapsed back in school this week after her recent surgery on her 

hand. She is hoping to be back in class after the half term holiday, all being well. Mr Weir is covering the 

majority of the next two weeks to ensure consistency for the Reception. Miss Sapsed will be working in 

school with amended duties for the next two weeks.  

The children have enjoyed a wide range of learning opportunities this week. Nursery have continued 

their Superhero theme. Reception have been doubling in maths. In English, they have been reading 'The 

Magic Paintbrush' and writing letters to the villagers in the story. In science the children have been 

exploring simple reversible changes with materials such as ice. Today they have looked at Costa Rica on 

the map and they have found out about the journey of a banana.  

Year 1 and 2 have been investigating the suitability of different materials for different purposes- the 

children liked the hands on approach! In English, the children have started reading their new book 'Leo 

and the Octopus' and they have been thinking about how they are all unique. In Geography, the focus 

has been comparing physical and human features in England and Scotland. Everyone has been working 

hard and pushing themselves with all their subjects- great perseverance.  

It's been nice for the classes to enjoy some of their playtimes in the sun this week and make more use of 

the playground resources.  

Have a lovely weekend,  

Mrs Moore 

 

   



    

    

    

    

   



Beegu Writing Awards 

 

One of our objectives for raising the profile of writing is for children to write for specific audiences and 

purposes. This week the children have been writing to the fictional story character of 'Beegu'. Beegu has 

looked through all of the pieces of writing and she has selected three stand out entries.  

The winners this week have been Sienna, Kain and Elijah.  

 

 



Supervision after school 

 

This week we have had a couple of near misses after school. One child ran across the road as they were 

not beside their adult and other children have narrowly missed accidents from falling from the trees/ 

external walls of the school.  

Please can we ask that all children are with their adults and closely supervised after school to avoid 

these type of things happening. The children should not be climbing on trees and playing on our play 

equipment unsupervised after 3.15pm.  

We would appreciate your support with this to ensure the safety of all of our children. 

Reception visit to Strudda Bank Farm 

 

Payments are now live on School Money for the Reception Visit to Strudda Bank Farm on Thursday 13th 

February. Further details are available on the letters issued this week.  



Hawse End Residential for Year 2 

 

The countdown is on for our annual residential to Hawse End outdoor centre in Portinscale. The visit is 

due to take place on Thursday 1st and Friday 2nd May, to hopefully take advantage of warmer weather. 

The initial deposit is due by Friday 28th February to secure your child's place. In preparation for the 

visit, we will be talking to the children about what to expect, the types of outdoor activities involved and 

what they will be doing. We will also be holding a meeting for parents to share key information and an 

equipment list closer to the time.  

We recognise that staying away from home overnight can be a big step, particularly if children aren't 

used to sleep overs. If you have any questions related to the trip, please contact us and we will be happy 

to help.  

New Scouts group: Squirrels 

 

1st Hensingham scouts group are hoping to start a ‘squirrels’ group 

(https://www.scouts.org.uk/squirrels/) 

This is for 4-6 year olds, but they need to gather interest before they can get it up and running, if anyone 

would like to register their interest they can by filling in the short form at the bottom of this 

page https://www.scouts.org.uk/groups/10012538?loc=Whitehaven&slug=1st-Hensingham 

https://www.scouts.org.uk/squirrels/
https://www.scouts.org.uk/groups/10012538?loc=Whitehaven&slug=1st-Hensingham


Our weekly celebrations 

 

Headteacher Award- Finley 

Learners of the week 

Great Gable-  Amelia 

Melbreak- Ivy 

Catbells- Charlotte 

Scafell- Mahnaz 

Skiddaw- Xander 

Handwriters of the week 

Well done to Emma, Myla, Charlie-Cole and Remi 

Congratulations to our group of bronze, silver and gold reading award winners.  

Well done to Mario, Charlotte and Seb for achievements in gymnastics, Brownies and football this week.  

       



     

 

      



 



 



 



 



Attendance and punctuality 

 

 

 Melbreak and Catbells were our joint attendance winners with 100%! Well done everyone!    

The more children are in school the more the children have chances to succeed. Good attendance 

correlates strongly to good attainment and progress.  

Our whole school attendance this week was 96%, 1.4% higher than the Primary National of 94.6%.  

 

• 5 minutes late each day = 3 days lost per year 

• 10 minutes lost per day = 6 days lost per year 

• 15 minutes late each day = 10 days lost per year 

• 20 minutes late every day = 13 days lost per year 

• 30 minutes late every day = 19 days lost per year 



Breakfast club/ After school club 

 

Breakfast and After School Club Bookings are to be made in advance via our online system School 

Money. Please note that you cannot book via School Money on the day, all bookings must be made by 

midnight the day before. For emergency bookings at short notice you can still ring the school office. Feel 

free to book in for any odd sessions that your child would like to attend. Sessions run from 3.15pm-

5.15pm. The cost is £5.50 for the session, and pick up can be anytime up until 5.15pm from the side 

entrance of the school on the top yard. 

Activities 

Lots of different activities are provided each day for the children. They are welcome to choose from a 

variety of different games, crafts, construction and many other activities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lunch Orders 

 

School lunches need to be ordered through the School Money system. They can be ordered in advance 

for the rest of the half term but they must be ordered by the day before at the latest. If your child is 

bringing in a packed lunch from home, please ensure you select that option on School Money so that the 

office are aware. Packed lunches must not contain fizzy drinks or (as stated above) any items that 

contain or may contain nuts.  

 

 

 



Upcoming diary dates 

 

 

Monday 3rd February- Children's Mental Health week 

Friday 7th February- 'Dream Jobs' STEM lego session for Skiddaw (through Altrad) 

Monday 10th February- Full Governors meeting 

Tuesday 11th February- Safer Internet Day 

Thursday 13th February- Reception visit to Strudda Bank Farm, Seascale 

*********************** FEBRUARY HALF TERM WEEK BEGINNING MONDAY 17TH FEBRUARY 

********************* 

Tuesday 25th February- Library bus visit 

Thursday 6th March- World Book Day 

Friday 7th March- 'Dream Jobs' STEM lego session for Scafell (through Altrad) 

Monday 10th March- Reception multi skills event at St Benedicts 

Monday 17th March- Scholastic Book Fayre 

Tuesday 18th March- U Dance Performances at the Carnegie Theatre- 3.30pm and 5.30pm 

Wednesday 19th March- Parents meetings 

Thursday 20th March- Parents meetings 

Monday 31st March 2.45pm - Hawse End meeting for Year 2 parents 

Tuesday 1st April- Easter Gardens for Year 1 and 2 

Wednesday 2nd April- Easter Experience at the church for Year 1 and 2 

Friday 4th April- End of the spring term.  

• Additional dates will be added in bold throughout the term  

• Catbells 'Dream Jobs' session is the following half term.  



Contact Us 

 

 

St James' C of E Infant and Nursery School 

High Street 

Whitehaven 

CA28 7PZ 

01946 691970 

admin@st-james-inf.cumbria.sch.uk 

 

Visit us on the web at www.st-james-inf.cumbria.sch.uk  


