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Welcome to our weekly newsletter.  

We have had another busy week in school culminating in an unexpected and unfortunate school closure 

today. I hope all of our families have sheltered from the storm and kept safe. As a result of the sudden 

closure, we have not been able to hold our celebration assembly today but we will make sure we are 

back on track next week. I know there are children who are keen to share their achievements from their 

hobbies and interests out of school.  

The classes across the school have all been putting a lot of effort into their learning and we are very 

proud of the children's attitudes. Miss Gillian was in school yesterday working with Miss Powell and our 

large group of 'U Dancers'. Miss Powell is very pleased with how the choreography is coming together 

and the children are now at the stage of rehearsing with props.  

Next week we are welcoming staff from local Nurseries to view our early years provision and we are 

providing professional development for their staff based on approaches grounded in research. We have 

been identified as appropriate support from the local authority to help the staff from elsewhere 

capitalise on the role of the adult in promoting and extending children's learning.  

In addition, we have our phonics consultant visiting us on Monday as part of our partnership with the 

English Hub to observe our practice in phonics teaching. She will be working alongside Mrs Chambers, 

our Reading Lead, to monitor our provision and plan next steps to sustain improvements.  

Fingers crossed for a calmer week next week,  

Mrs Moore 



          

       

 



U Dance Tickets 

 

U Dance tickets are £7.50 each and they are available to purchase on School Money now. There are two 

performances 3.30pm and 5.30pm. Tickets are unlimited but please place your order before the 

deadline of Wednesday 12th February. Please note that all children should be collected from the 

Carnegie following the 5.30pm performance. Each performance is anticipated to last one hour.  

We are a NUT free school 

 

Recently we have had lot of new starters therefore we would like to ensure that all of our school 

community understands that we are a nut free school. We have a number of children with severe nut 

allergies. This also extends to packed lunches (no nutella please) and the same policy applies on school 

visits.  



Is my child too ill to go to school? 

 



Nursery fees increase 

 

Due to rising costs, our nursery fees for those parents that pay for sessions (over and above their free 

entitlement) will be rising to £5.00 per hour (£15 per half day session) from the 1st April in line with 

Government guidelines.  

If you pay for your nursery provision, this change will be reflected on School Money from April.  

SEND Surveys now open 

 

Cumberland SEND Partnership Annual SEND Survey now open! We want to hear your views on SEND 

services and provision in the Cumberland area! The Cumberland SEND Partnership are launching our 

SEND Annual Surveys for 2025. 

We have created two surveys to help us understand what is important to you so that we can work more 

effectively with you.  

One is for children and young people, and the other is for parent carers. Our parent/ carer survey has a 

maximum of 20 questions, and our children and young people survey has a maximum of 12 questions; 

both should take less than 10 minutes to complete.  

Parent 

Cumberland SEND Partnership - Annual SEND Survey for Parents and Carers 

Child 

Cumberland SEND Partnership - Annual SEND Survey for Young People - Word version 

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=fgdLrFinxUuUZTXBkgB3BMEWhslzEV5Ok9qahRG_z0pUNFhQODdBNURWVVFaMTM3MFlRMDIyS0FEWS4u&route=shorturl
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=fgdLrFinxUuUZTXBkgB3BMEWhslzEV5Ok9qahRG_z0pUNE04MlpONzUzMDk5WVpFSjFKREQyTlVKMS4u&route=shorturl


Wanted please... 

Year 1 and 2 

We are looking for the following donations to replenish our stock:  

• Design Technology materials (please see details below) 

• A range of opaque, reflective, conductive and shiny materials for an upcoming STEAM session 

 



 



 



 



 



Attendance and punctuality 

 

 

 

• 5 minutes late each day = 3 days lost per year 

• 10 minutes lost per day = 6 days lost per year 

• 15 minutes late each day = 10 days lost per year 

• 20 minutes late every day = 13 days lost per year 

• 30 minutes late every day = 19 days lost per year 



Breakfast club/ After school club 

 

Breakfast and After School Club Bookings are to be made in advance via our online system School 

Money. Please note that you cannot book via School Money on the day, all bookings must be made by 

midnight the day before. For emergency bookings at short notice you can still ring the school office. Feel 

free to book in for any odd sessions that your child would like to attend. Sessions run from 3.15pm-

5.15pm. The cost is £5.50 for the session, and pick up can be anytime up until 5.15pm from the side 

entrance of the school on the top yard. 

Activities 

Lots of different activities are provided each day for the children. They are welcome to choose from a 

variety of different games, crafts, construction and many other activities. 

Lunch Orders 

 

School lunches need to be ordered through the School Money system. They can be ordered in advance 

for the rest of the half term but they must be ordered by the day before at the latest. If your child is 

bringing in a packed lunch from home, please ensure you select that option on School Money so that the 

office are aware. Packed lunches must not contain fizzy drinks or (as stated above) any items that 

contain or may contain nuts.  

 



Upcoming diary dates 

 

 

Friday 7th February- 'Dream Jobs' STEM lego session for Skiddaw (through Altrad) 

Monday 10th February- Full Governors meeting 

Tuesday 11th February- Reception visit to Strudda Bank Farm, Seascale 

*********************** FEBRUARY HALF TERM WEEK BEGINNING MONDAY 17TH FEBRUARY 

********************* 

Tuesday 25th February- Library bus visit 

Thursday 6th March- World Book Day 

Friday 7th March- 'Dream Jobs' STEM lego session for Scafell (through Altrad) 

Monday 10th March- Reception multi skills event at St Benedicts 

Monday 17th March- Scholastic Book Fayre 

Tuesday 18th March- U Dance Performances at the Carnegie Theatre- 3.30pm and 5.30pm 

Wednesday 19th March- Parents meetings 

Thursday 20th March- Parents meetings 

Monday 31st March 2.45pm - Hawse End meeting for Year 2 parents 

Tuesday 1st April- Easter Gardens for Year 1 and 2 

Wednesday 2nd April- Easter Experience at the church for Year 1 and 2 

Friday 4th April- End of the spring term.  

• Additional dates will be added in bold throughout the term  

• Catbells 'Dream Jobs' session is the following half term.  



Contact Us 

 

 

St James' C of E Infant and Nursery School 

High Street 

Whitehaven 

CA28 7PZ 

01946 691970 

admin@st-james-inf.cumbria.sch.uk 

 

Visit us on the web at www.st-james-inf.cumbria.sch.uk  


