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Welcome to our weekly newsletter.  

This week has been another busy week with lots happening.  

In Nursery the children have been learning mapping skills after reading the story "We're Going on a Bear 

Hunt". 

In Reception we have been learning about seasonal change and the features of Autumn. 

In Key Stage 1 on Tuesday we hosted a Pyjama Drama workshop which focused on road safety.  The 

children got to act out ways in which it is safe to cross the road. All three Key Stage 1 classes also visited 

the Walkmill Community Woodland where, along with representatives from West Cumbria Rivers Trust, 

they explored the woodland habitat and learned about seasonal changes. 

Throughout the school we have celebrated Inter-Faith Week to respect and reflect on worldwide views.  

The children have taken part in lots of activities; Nursery made angels for Christmas, Reception made 

biscuits linked to Hanukkah and KS1 looked at Hinduuism and the festival of light Diwali and made Diwa 

lamps. 

Next week is road safety week, on Monday we will be welcoming back our local PCSO Mark Fishpool 

who will talking to the children about how they can keep themselves safe on the roads.  

We are also holding another Open Evening for prospective parents on Tuesday next week (19th 

November) at 5.00pm for any parents who missed the last one and are currently choosing a Nursery or 

Reception place for their child in 2025. Please pass on the details to anyone looking at schools at the 

moment. 

Thank you to everyone who took part and contributed to Children in Need today, we have raised 

£89.00. 

Mrs Moore 



    

    

     

 



             

    

    



OPAL play update 

 

This week our working party team met to discuss next steps for our OPAL play action plan. This week we 

have introduced a new small world area for the children to access. This will be replenished with new 

resources on a half termly basis to maintain the children's interest. Whole staff training will take place 

next week and the team are currently in the process of planning the next 'play zone' to be launched.  

Year 1 and 2 STEAM workshop 

 

On Wednesday morning next week, Year 1 and 2 are going to be making hedgehog houses as part of 

their science unit of work, revisiting learning about seasonal change. The children will work alongside 

STEM ambassadors to create hedgehog houses from plywood cut offs. The wood has been kindly 

donated again by Jacksons Timber. The idea is that the packs of the houses will come in boxes, the 

children talk about the way the houses need to be put together, have a go at using screw driver, hinges 

for lid and hammer nails for fix the wood together (the nails will be hammered in firstly by the STEM 

ambassadors/teachers) then the children have a go hammering the remainder.  They can have the boxes 

to decorate with leaves/moss/twigs found from a nature trail.  



New baby and toddler group 

 

We are planning to launch a new baby and toddler group in the new year. At this stage we are exploring 

different possibilities for when would be best and the way we would like it to run. Between now and 

Christmas the staff are going to be carrying out research and making preparations so that we can start it 

up early in the spring term. Once further details have been finalised we will share our intentions. Please 

keep an eye out for further updates and feel free to let anyone know who you think may be interested. 

We will not be running at the same time as the existing church toddler group. 

PTA meeting 

 

 

 

We would love to start up a PTA (Parent Teacher Association) to help us with fundraising and organising 

activities for the children. We need volunteers with ideas and a small amount of time to help out. Can 

you help? We are holding a short meeting on Monday 18th November at 2.30pm to brainstorm some 

ideas for upcoming events. Everyone is welcome! 

 



Non-Uniform Day - 22nd November 

 

As we rapidly approach the festive season we are now planning for our Christmas Fayre which will take 

place on Friday 6th December at 2.00pm. There will be all of the usual festivities including, cake stall, 

chocolate tombola, Christmas crafts, festive games, refreshments and a surprise guest.  

As in previous years we will be holding a hamper raffle and we now need to collect items for the 

hampers. 

On Friday 22nd November your child can come to school in non-uniform in return for contributing to our 

chocolate tombola and Christmas hampers. We are asking: 

Nursery and Reception to bring 2 items of chocolate for our tombola - any items of chocolate would be 

great from chocolate bars to boxes of chocolates, novelty chocolates etc. 

Year 1 and 2 to bring hamper items according to their class colours 

• Catbells - Red 

• Scafell - Silver/Green 

• Skiddaw - Gold/Yellow 

As always the types of things that can be included are sweet treats, toiletries, small gifts, bottles of wine 

- anything that is in the colour for your class that would make a nice addition to a gift hamper.  

 

This is a big fundraiser for our school so we really appreciate your support with this. 

 



Parent Governor vacancy 

 

Details were sent out to parents earlier in the week via email about our parent  governor election. Each 

parent in our school has 1 vote and there are two candidates standing. The closing date date to cast 

your vote is Monday 18th November and this can be done by following the link in the email. We will let 

everyone know the outcome next week. 

Shoebox Appeal 

 

Thank you to those that have brought filled shoeboxes for our annual Operation Christmas Child appeal. 

We are taking them to our local drop off point on Monday morning so there's still a chance to take part 

and bring yours in on Monday morning. 



Our weekly celebrations 

 

Headteacher Award- Leo G 

Learners of the week 

Great Gable-  Emily 

Melbreak- Harper 

Catbells- Hope 

Scafell- Ella 

Skiddaw- Skiddaw 

Handwriters of the week 

Well done Mollie, Rory and Reece! 

Congratulations also to Sofia, Kain and Charlotte for their achievements outside of school. Well done!  



    

 

       



 

 

 



 



 



 



Attendance and punctuality 

 

 

   Scafell were our attendance winners this week with 100%! Well done everyone!   

 

• 5 minutes late each day = 3 days lost per year 

• 10 minutes lost per day = 6 days lost per year 

• 15 minutes late each day = 10 days lost per year 

• 20 minutes late every day = 13 days lost per year 

• 30 minutes late every day = 19 days lost per year 

•  



Breakfast club/ After school club 

 

Breakfast and After School Club Bookings are to be made in advance via our online system School 

Money. Please note that you cannot book via School Money on the day, all bookings must be made by 

midnight the day before. For emergency bookings at short notice you can still ring the school office. Feel 

free to book in for any odd sessions that your child would like to attend. Sessions run from 3.15pm-

5.15pm. The cost is £5.50 for the session, and pick up can be anytime up until 5.15pm from the side 

entrance of the school on the top yard. 

Activities 

Feel free to book any session as a one-off if your child would like to attend that activity.  

Please see below for the overview of available activities for after school club.  

 



Lunch Orders 

 

School lunches need to be ordered through the School Money system. They can be ordered in advance 

for the rest of the half term but they must be ordered by the day before at the latest. If your child is 

bringing in a packed lunch from home, please ensure you select that option on School Money so that the 

office are aware. Packed lunches must not contain fizzy drinks or (as stated above) any items that 

contain or may contain nuts.  

 



Upcoming diary dates 

 

Monday 18th November- Road Safety week  

Wednesday 20th November- STEAM experience for Year 1 and 2- Making hedgehog houses 

Friday 22nd November- Non uniform day in exchange for item donations for Christmas hampers 

Wednesday 27th November- Crafty Workshop visitor for Year 1 and 2 

Friday 6th December 2pm- Christmas fayre  

Monday 9th December- 9.30am and 2.30pm- Early Years nativities 

Tuesday 10th December-9.30am and 2pm Year 1 and 2 nativities  

Thursday 12th December- A group of Year 1 and 2 children will be singing Christmas songs at a local 

care home for the residents 

Wednesday 18th December- Christmas dinner and party afternoon 

Friday 20th December 12.15pm- Christmas service at church (joint with our Juniors) 

Break up for the Christmas holidays after the service in church.  

*Further dates will be added throughout the term in bold 



Contact Us 

 

 

St James' C of E Infant and Nursery School 

High Street 

Whitehaven 

CA28 7PZ 

01946 691970 

admin@st-james-inf.cumbria.sch.uk 

 

Visit us on the web at www.st-james-inf.cumbria.sch.uk  


