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Welcome to our weekly newsletter.  

Thank you for the very generous cake donations and donations made at the coffee morning/ afternoon 

for Macmillan. We have raised £300 for this very worthy cause. As always both events were very well 

supported and it was lovely to see parents and grandparents in school early in the academic year.  

Nursery have enjoyed their new book this week 'Kipper's Birthday' This will lead into the launch of a 

birthday themed week on Monday. In small groups, the children have been painting themselves and 

their families. They have been trying hard to select appropriate colours and brush sizes to do their very 

best to produce beautiful paintings!  

Reception have continued with their 'Where the Wild Things Are' focused text. They have been 

designing their own 'wild things' to generate a range of suitable adjectives. In maths, the children have 

been comparing quantities using the vocabulary of more and fewer. This afternoon in art the class have 

been learning to draw facial features in preparation for drawing their own self- portraits. Miss Sapsed 

and Mrs Irwin are very impressed with the children's phonics in their Read Write Inc groups. You can 

support your child learning their green words coming home today and watching the mini videos 

uploaded to Tapestry.  

Year 1 and 2 have began their new unit of work linked to 'The Journey Home'. In art the children have 

been developing their drawing skills by creating illustrations in the style of the illustrator from 'Hairy 

Maclary'. We will be sharing examples of their work from their sketchbooks very soon.  

On Monday we are starting a new initiative, Opal Play (Outdoor Play and Learning) as our next step in 

school improvement. We have our first meeting with our OPAL consultant Anna who will be coming to 

observe playtimes and support us in our audit of next steps to make our playtimes and lunchtimes even 

better! Our mission is to make sure that EVERY child has an amazing playtime everyday! More details 

will follow in next week’s newsletter.  

Have a lovely weekend,  

Mrs Moore 



    

   

    



    

    

 



    

Harvest Appeal 

 

On Tuesday 8th October at 10.30am we are joining our Junior school for a Harvest Service in church. All 

families are welcome to come along. We will be collecting donations for the Food Bank ahead of the 

service. Please bring any donations to your child's class and we will pass them on. The good news is that 

last year, the number of people asking for food parcels dropped slightly, the first time in 5 years. The 

bad news is, so have donations. So the Food Bank still need your support more than ever. 

 



Reception notice 

If your child is in Reception, please could they bring in three photographs next week as they are going to 

be learning about how they have changed over time. Please could you send a baby, toddler and a more 

recent one for them to order.  

Open afternoons for Nursery and Reception new starters  

As you may have seen advertised on our school Facebook page, we are holding two open afternoons for 

prospective new starters.  

Nursery- Monday 7th October at 2.30pm 

Reception- Friday 4th October at 2.30pm 

Please feel free to pass this on to anyone you know who may be interested with a child of this age. It will 

be an opportunity for them to meet our staff and see what we offer first hand.  

 



 

 

 

 



Our weekly celebrations 

 

Headteacher Award- Ivy 

Learners of the week 

Great Gable- Tehillah 

Melbreak- Emma 

Catbells- Zayan 

Scafell- Bodhi 

Skiddaw- Vera 

Handwriters of the week 

Charlotte, Rudy and Rudi 

Well done to all of the children we have congratulated this week for achievements outside of school in 

football, rugby and dancing.  

     



    

Vacancy for midday supervisor 

 

We are looking for that special someone to join our lovely lunchtime team! Do you know someone who 

enjoys working with children? Can they be flexible and work well as part of a team? All details can be 

found at: 

https://www.st-james-inf.cumbria.sch.uk/vacancies/ 

https://www.st-james-inf.cumbria.sch.uk/vacancies/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR0-nd6D6mYaknQlV1T6724smd_tF408kY3m7hekmwqjnzFfhGhWKL-PTqw_aem_-vm83Pdk3th08wk1IRYh0Q


 

 



 



 



Attendance and punctuality 

 

 

Scafell were our attendance winners this week with 100%  for the second week in a row.   

 

• 5 minutes late each day = 3 days lost per year 

• 10 minutes lost per day = 6 days lost per year 

• 15 minutes late each day = 10 days lost per year 

• 20 minutes late every day = 13 days lost per year 

• 30 minutes late every day = 19 days lost per year 



Breakfast club/ After school club 

 

Breakfast and After School Club Bookings are to be made in advance via our online system School 

Money. Please note that you cannot book via School Money on the day, all bookings must be made by 

midnight the day before. For emergency bookings at short notice you can still ring the school office. Feel 

free to book in for any odd sessions that your child would like to attend. Sessions run from 3.15pm-

5.15pm. The cost is £5.50 for the session, and pick up can be anytime up until 5.15pm from the side 

entrance of the school on the top yard. 

Activities 

Feel free to book any session as a one-off if your child would like to attend that activity.  

Please see below for the overview of available activities for after school club.  

 



Lunch Orders 

 

School lunches need to be ordered through the School Money system. They can be ordered in advance 

for the rest of the half term but they must be ordered by the day before at the latest. If your child is 

bringing in a packed lunch from home, please ensure you select that option on School Money so that the 

office are aware. Packed lunches must not contain fizzy drinks or (as stated above) any items that 

contain or may contain nuts.  

 



Upcoming diary dates 

 

Tuesday 1st October 2.30pm- Nursery new starters open afternoon (date change- see below) 

Friday 4th October 2.30pm- Reception new starters open afternoon 

Monday 7th October (pm)- Botley Robotics STEM workshop for Year 1 and 2 

                                  2.30pm- Nursery new starters open afternoon 

Tuesday 8th October 10.30am- Harvest Service in church (joint with our Juniors) 

Thursday 10th October- Hello Yellow non uniform day for mental health awareness 

Monday 14th October- Parent teacher meetings  

Tuesday 15th October- Individual school photos 

                                         Parent teacher meetings 

Wednesday 16th October- Parent teacher meetings 

Monday 21st October- Full Governors meeting 

Tuesday 22nd October- Whitehaven cluster STEM event (details tbc) 

******************* OCTOBER HALF TERM  (Monday 28th October to Friday 1st November) 

*************************** 

Monday 4th November- KS1 Great Fire of London workshops and Bonfire safety talk from Cumbria Fire 

Service 

Friday 15th November- Children In Need 

Monday 18th November- Road Safety week 

Friday 22nd November- Non uniform day in exchange for item donations for Christmas hampers 

Friday 6th December- Christmas fayre (pm) 

Monday 9th December- Early Years nativities 



Tuesday 10th December- Year 1 and 2 nativities  

Wednesday 18th December- Christmas dinner and party afternoon 

Friday 20th December 12.15pm- Christmas service at church (joint with our Juniors) 

Break up for the Christmas holidays after the service in church.  

*Further dates will be added throughout the term in bold 

Contact Us 

 

 

St James' C of E Infant and Nursery School 

High Street 

Whitehaven 

CA28 7PZ 

01946 691970 

admin@st-james-inf.cumbria.sch.uk 

 

Visit us on the web at www.st-james-inf.cumbria.sch.uk  


