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Welcome to our weekly newsletter. 

What a busy week it has been!  

Nursery have had a lovely week in school and staff have been busy adding new resources to 

areas of provision to support next half term's unit of work about shopping. The children 

have had an excellent first half term back in their new classrooms and we are unbelievably 

proud of how well they have adjusted to this. Our new pupils have all settled beautifully.  

Melbreak and Catbells have had so much fun at Struddabank Farm and learned lots from 

Farmer Kev and Farmer Vicky. We all came away with lots of new knowledge about farming 

too.  I apologise that you may have had to deal with the smell of cow poo when your child 

got home.  

KS1 have had a brilliant week of learning and continue to blow us away with their effort and 

determination. Year 1 and 2 have been weather watchers this week, comparing the weather 

in Whitehaven to the weather in Nairobi.  

It has also been Children's Mental Health Week and Safer Internet Day  in school. I have 

added some links below to our website and other useful websites that we would encourage 

you to use at home.  

 

Have a lovely half term and we ill see you on Monday 23rd March, 

Miss Sapsed 



    

    



 

Upcoming Church Services and Community Events 

 



 



 

Half Term Activities 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Our weekly celebrations 

 

Headteacher Award-  Elsie 

Learners of the week 

Great Gable-  River and Lando 

Melbreak-  Max 

Catbells- Thivein 

Scafell-  Penny  

Skiddaw- Lily L 

 

Handwriters of the week -  Ricardo, Rowan, Georgie and Freddie 

 

Achievements outside of school - Freddie and Blake 

 

Well done to all our our Superstar Readers. 

 



    

 

 



    

 

 



U Dance 

 

U Dance tickets are now on sale through School Money. The deadline for purchase is the 

21st February and tickets are £8.00 each. Numbers are unlimited. We advise getting your 

tickets early, as we have no control over who can get them after this date and from past 

experience know that there are never any spare available due to the large number of 

schools involved. 

The children will need collected from the Carnegie after the second show. 



 



 

 



Safer Internet Day 2026 

 

The theme for this year's Safer Internet Day is Smart tech, safe choices' which explores the 

safe and responsible use of AI. The emphasis is on helping young people develop confidence, 

critical thinking and good judgement when using digital tools, rather than fear or restriction. 

In school, keeping children safe is our upmost priority and internet safety is something we 

take very seriously.  If you would like further information on how we do this in school, please 

see our website or speak to your child's teacher. There are some links to some amazing 

websites to support you with this at home.  

Top tips for parents and carers 

https://saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2026/top-tips-for-parents-

and-carers 

Top tips for children and young people 

https://saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2026/top-tips-for-young-

people 

You can find more information here: 

https://saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2026 

 

https://dbeservices.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ed431e44fddeaf2000b6067f6&id=f8456155f4&e=10780a751b
https://dbeservices.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ed431e44fddeaf2000b6067f6&id=f8456155f4&e=10780a751b
https://dbeservices.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ed431e44fddeaf2000b6067f6&id=35b0a5bf28&e=10780a751b
https://dbeservices.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ed431e44fddeaf2000b6067f6&id=35b0a5bf28&e=10780a751b
https://dbeservices.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ed431e44fddeaf2000b6067f6&id=05830609f9&e=10780a751b


Children's Mental Health Week 

 

This week is Children's Mental Health Week. We support our children in a whole manor of 

ways in school such as through nurture groups, our links with Howgill, Kidsafe, HeartSmart 

etc. However, this is also something parents often chat to us about and ask how they can 

support at home. I have attached a link to our Child Mental Health and Wellbeing web page 

that has books and videos on for you to look at together at home. If you ever have any 

concerns in this area, we are always here to help.  

Child Mental Health and Wellbeing | St James' CofE Infant and Nursery School 

Phonics Screening 

 

In June, Year 1 pupils will have a phonics screening check, which is a national initiative set by 

the government. On the 4th March at 9.00 a.m. we will hold a parent's information session 

to give Y1 parents more advice about the check and how you can support at home. More 

information will follow after half term.  

https://www.st-james-inf.cumbria.sch.uk/child-mental-health-and-wellbeing/


Cars and Vehicles 

 

After half term, Reception pupils are starting a new learning unit about transport and 

vehicles. If you have any cars, trains, trucks etc that your child is no longer using, these 

would be greatly appreciated at school. Thank you.  

Attendance Award 

 

We have been awarded the FFT National School Attendance Award for the autumn term. 

This recognises us as being in the top 25% of all FFT primary schools across the country for 

our attendance. Thank you for your continued support in this area.  



Attendance and punctuality 

 

 

 Melbreak were our attendance winners this week with 96.4%! Well done everyone ! 

The more children are in school the more the children have chances to succeed. Good 

attendance correlates strongly to good attainment and progress.  

Our whole school attendance this week was  95.6 %,  0.9% higher than the Primary National 

average of 94.7%! Well done to everyone who came into school this week. Thank you, we 

appreciate your commitment to helping us secure very good  attendance. It really does pay 

dividends for your child's progress. 

 

• 5 minutes late each day = 3 days lost per year 

• 10 minutes lost per day = 6 days lost per year 

• 15 minutes late each day = 10 days lost per year 

• 20 minutes late every day = 13 days lost per year 

• 30 minutes late every day = 19 days lost per year 



Breakfast club/ After school club 

 

Breakfast and After School Club Bookings are to be made in advance via our online system 

School Money. Please note that you cannot book via School Money on the day, all bookings 

must be made by midnight the day before. For emergency bookings at short notice you can 

still ring the school office. Feel free to book in for any odd sessions that your child would like 

to attend. Sessions run from 3.15pm-5.15pm. The cost is £5.50 for the session, and pick up 

can be anytime up until 5.15pm from the middle Key Stage 1 classroom (door with the ramp 

on the bottom yard).. 

Activities 

Lots of different activities are provided each day for the children. They are welcome to 

choose from a variety of different games, crafts, construction and many other activities as 

well as our set activity for the day. 

 



Lunch Orders 

 

School lunches need to be ordered through the School Money system. They can be ordered 

in advance for the rest of the half term but they must be ordered by the day before at the 

latest. If your child is bringing in a packed lunch from home, please ensure you select that 

option on School Money so that the office are aware. Packed lunches must not contain fizzy 

drinks or (as stated above) any items that contain or may contain nuts.  

 



Upcoming diary dates 

 

 

• 16th February - Half term starts 

• 4th March - Phonics Screening Meeting for Y1 parents (please note change of date) 

• 5th March - World Book Day 

• 16th and 17th March - Individual Parent's Meetings 

• U Dance - 18th March 

• 23rd March 2.45 - Hawse End information Meeting for Parents 

• 26th March - Decorate an egg competition 

*Please note further dates will be added as they arise throughout the spring term.  

Contact Us 

 

 

St James' C of E Infant and Nursery School 

High Street 

Whitehaven 

CA28 7PZ 

01946 691970 

admin@st-james-inf.cumbria.sch.uk 

 

Visit us on the web at www.st-james-inf.cumbria.sch.uk  


