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What a week it has been in school!  

Our Year 2 children have had an amazing time at Hawes End, once they finally got there! We 

were so proud of their attitude when trying new activities and their willingness to 'have a 

go!' A huge thank you to all the staff for making this possible, they have well and truly 

earned their long weekend.  

Thank you you to Mrs Hetherington and her team from Sellafield Educational Outreach 

Programme, who joined us in school this week. They led sessions across the school using 

Bluebot technology. The children were fully engrossed in their learning and had lots of fun! 

This week the  Nursery children have been setting up a Teddy Bear's Picnic in maths and 

exploring the story 'We're Going on a Bear Hunt'.  

In Reception, the pupils have continued with their learning about growth and the 

environment. I was amazed by the colleges they made in art using natural materials. In 

Literacy, they are continuing to read 'So Much!' and in Maths they are learning about 1 more 

and 1 less. 

Year 1 pupils have been reading 'Tadpole's Promise' and learning about the frog's life cycle.  

In maths they have been learning to tell the time with O'clock and half past.  

Our OPAL play has been in full swing this week, due to the amazing weather. We hope you 

have enjoyed all the lovely photos on Facebook. I have attached a link to a document that 

details what OPAL play is and why play is so valuable to our children.  

7.13 GUIDANCE Power of Playtime!.pdf 

Finally, a huge congratulations to Miss Bibby and Miss Deans who have recieved their HLTA 

qualificication this week. We are all so proud of you.  

Enjoy your bank holiday weekend, 

Miss Sapsed 

https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/st-james-cofe-infant-and-nursery-school/UploadedDocument/8d701ed6-52e3-4e05-b9e0-c33a1587b7f2/7.13-guidance-power-of-playtime.pdf


    

 

 



 

Leavers Hoodies 

 

Year 2 Leavers Hoodies are available to order from the shop on SchoolMoney now. The 

closing date to order is TODAY so that we can get them made up in time for half term. Any 

orders received after the closing date may be subject to additional costs such as postage etc, 

The hoodies will be burgundy with all of the children's names printed inside a 26 outline. 

The Year 2 children will be allowed to wear their hoodies after half term. 



Mrs Moore 

 

Just to let everyone know that Mrs Moore will be returning to the Infant school in 

September and move back into her role as Headteacher. The recruitment process has been 

started for the Junior School and we wish them all the best for the future. It will be lovely to 

have you back Mrs Moore! 



Upcoming Church Services and Community Events 

 

 

1 - FootyTykes run fun and engaging football classes for toddlers and young children. They’re excited to be launching new 
sessions in Whitehaven starting on Sunday 3rd May, designed for children aged 18 months to 5 years. 

Parents can find more information and book a place here: 

https://footytykes.classforkids.io 

Sessions focus on building confidence, coordination, and a love for being active in a friendly and inclusive environment. 

https://footytykes.classforkids.io/


 

 

 



Our weekly celebrations 

 

Headteacher Award-  Aaron  

 

Learners of the week 

Great Gable-   Beau and Brandon 

Melbreak-  Mia 

Catbells- Ruby 

Scafell-  Georgie 

Skiddaw-  Cleo 

 

Handwriters of the week -  Kaitlinn, Sam, Sacha and Ivy 

 

Superstar Readers -  Florrie and Rowan 

 

Golden Wellie -  Noah, Bodhi S, Georgie and Hope 



    

    



Gardeners Required 

 

Have you green fingers and can help us in school? We have various pots and planters around 

the school that need tidied and updated. If you would like to come into school and help us 

with this, it would be greatly appreciated. We will provide everything that is needed, even 

children to lend a hand! Please speak to the school office if this is something you would be 

interested in doing. Thank you so much to Rowan's Grandma who has already been into 

school and helped us with the Nursery yard.  

Pet related soft toys 

 

Reception are looking for cuddly toys that are pet related, as they move onto learning about 

animals. If anyone has any dogs, cats, fish toys that they would like to donate, this would be 

very much appreciated. Thank you.  



Y1 Phonics Screening 

 

This year the Year 1 Phonics Screening Tests will be week beginning 8th June. Staff have been 

busy this week assessing and identifying any gaps in learning that the children may have, so 

you may receive some work home to support your child with this. The test is not stressful 

and very similar to what we do for RWI in school, so nothing to worry about.  For more 

information on the test please use the link below.  

Phonics screening check: information for parents - GOV.UK 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/phonics-screening-check-information-for-parents/phonics-screening-check-2024-information-for-parents-text-only-version


 

 



 

 



Attendance and punctuality 

 

 

Catbells were our attendance winners this week with 97.8%! Well done everyone ! 

The more children are in school the more the children have chances to succeed. Good 

attendance correlates strongly to good attainment and progress.  

Our whole school attendance this week was 96.3%,  0.6% higher than the Primary National 

average of  95.7%! Well done to everyone who came into school this week. Thank you, we 

appreciate your commitment to helping us secure very good  attendance. It really does pay 

dividends for your child's progress. 

 

• 5 minutes late each day = 3 days lost per year 

• 10 minutes lost per day = 6 days lost per year 

• 15 minutes late each day = 10 days lost per year 

• 20 minutes late every day = 13 days lost per year 

• 30 minutes late every day = 19 days lost per year 



Breakfast club/ After school club 

 

Breakfast and After School Club Bookings are to be made in advance via our online system 

School Money. Please note that you cannot book via School Money on the day, all bookings 

must be made by midnight the day before. For emergency bookings at short notice you can 

still ring the school office. Feel free to book in for any odd sessions that your child would like 

to attend. Sessions run from 3.15pm-5.15pm. The cost is £5.50 for the session, and pick up 

can be anytime up until 5.15pm from the middle Key Stage 1 classroom (door with the ramp 

on the bottom yard).. 

Activities 

Lots of different activities are provided each day for the children. They are welcome to 

choose from a variety of different games, crafts, construction and many other activities as 

well as our set activity for the day. 

 



Lunch Orders 

 

School lunches need to be ordered through the School Money system. They can be ordered 

in advance for the rest of the half term but they must be ordered by the day before at the 

latest. If your child is bringing in a packed lunch from home, please ensure you select that 

option on School Money so that the office are aware. Packed lunches must not contain fizzy 

drinks or (as stated above) any items that contain or may contain nuts.  

 



Upcoming diary dates 

 

 

• 4th May - Bank Holiday Monday - School Closed 

• 12th May - Class Photos 

• Sport's Week - Monday 18th May to Friday 22nd May (more details will follow) 

• Sport's Day -  Wednesday 20th May (more details to follow) 

• 22nd May Break up for Half Term (normal finishing times) 

• 2nd June at 2.00 - OPAL Stay and Play session for parents 

*Please note further dates will be added as they arise throughout the term.  

Contact Us 

 

 

St James' C of E Infant and Nursery School 

High Street 

Whitehaven 

CA28 7PZ 

01946 691970 

admin@st-james-inf.cumbria.sch.uk 

 

Visit us on the web at www.st-james-inf.cumbria.sch.uk  


