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Welcome to this week's newsletter! 

The weeks seem to be flying by at the moment and as always, we have lots going on in 

school.  

I have had  the pleasure of spending time in classes this week, observing lessons, looking at 

books and chatting to the children. As always, I am astounded by our children's wonderful 

attitude to learning, their outstanding knowledge and excellent behaviour.  The lessons that 

the staff deliver are amazing, as were the interactions I saw between the staff and pupils. A 

huge well done everyone! 

Year 1 and 2 have been lucky enough to visit the Beacon this week, as part of their learning 

in History. A huge thank you to Alan from The Beacon, who brings history to life for our 

pupils whenever we visit. The teachers commented on the children's brilliant behaviour and 

their readiness to learn. 

Reception are having a busy week.  They are been looking at the work of Dame Barbara 

Hepworth and this week used plasticine to design and make their own sculpture. They are 

reading 'So Much' in English and have been looking at number bonds to 10.  

I was lucky enough to teach our older Nursery children this week and can see how ready 

they now are for Reception. They are sitting beautifully and participating  in whole class 

discussions. They loved showing me how they can hold a pencil in the correct grip, which is 

something they are working hard on as a class. They are reading 'Tad' in English and learning 

new words such as 'hope' and 'gulp'. Younger Nursery are reading 'We're going on a bear 

hunt' and are enjoying joining in the repeating refrains in the book. They put on their wellies 

and walked through 'thick oozy mud' and the children have enjoyed taking our 'Everywhere 

Bear' home at night. He has been shopping, played on a slide and even had his hair brushed.  

Have a lovely weekend, 

Miss Sapsed 



    

 

    



 

Upcoming Church Services and Community Events 

 



 

 



Our weekly celebrations 

 

Headteacher Award-   Mario 

 

Learners of the week 

Great Gable-   Abdulbarr and Zain 

Melbreak-  Soolihah 

Catbells- Rowan 

Scafell-  Beau  

Skiddaw- Reggie   

 

Handwriters of the week - Freddie, Florrie, Asal and Daisy  

Superstar Readers -  Nero, Lily S and Reggie 

Golden Wellie -  Charlie- Cole and Georgie 

Out of school achievement - Brooklynn and Martha 



    

    



    

    



Pet related soft toys 

 

Reception are looking for cuddly toys that are pet related, as they move onto learning about 

animals. If anyone has any dogs, cats, fish toys that they would like to donate, this would be 

very much appreciated. Thank you.  

If anyone can source us two wooden palettes to use as a stage, we would very much 

appreciate it. Thank you.  

Y1 Phonics Screening 

 

This year the Year 1 Phonics Screening Tests will be week beginning 8th June. Staff have been 

busy this week assessing and identifying any gaps in learning that the children may have, so 

you may receive some work home to support your child with this. The test is not stressful 

and very similar to what we do for RWI in school, so nothing to worry about.  For more 

information on the test please use the link below.  

Phonics screening check: information for parents - GOV.UK 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/phonics-screening-check-information-for-parents/phonics-screening-check-2024-information-for-parents-text-only-version


Sport's Week 

 

Our annual sport's week will start on Monday 18th May. During this week have have visits 

from lots of coaches, providing children with different sporting experiences. Children can 

come to school in PE kits all week and wear suitable footwear for sporting activities.  

Sport's Day 

 

Our Sport's afternoon will be held on Wednesday 20th May on the church yard, opposite 

school. Nursery and Reception will start us off from 12.00pm and Key Stage 1 will have their 

races from 1.30pm onwards. 

You will be told in the coming week which colour team your child is in and children can wear 

a t-shirt or clothing to match their team that day.  

Nursery and Reception pupils can be collected from school after their events are finished to 

either watch their siblings race or go home. KS1 pupils will be brought back to school after 

their events have finished and they too can be collected from school. After school club will 

run as normal for those who cannot make it. 

As always, the children will be on one side of the church yard and parents on the other. We 

politely request that you do not cross over the track for safeguarding reasons, thus ensuring 

that staff can monitor the children safely. Please do not take any child from the church yard, 

they must only be collected from school.  Mrs Brown will be on hand to take photographs for 

Facebook, so please can we ask that parents refrain from taking their own photographs. We 

have several children who are not allowed to be on social media for safeguarding reasons. 

Thank you for your cooperation and we hope to see you all there.  



Class Photographs 

 

We are having our class photographs taken on Tuesday next week. We ask that all children 

come into school in the correct uniform. The photos will be available to buy online once they 

have been processed. 



 

 



 

 



Attendance and punctuality 

 

 

Melbreak were our attendance winners this week with 98.5%! Well done everyone ! 

The more children are in school the more the children have chances to succeed. Good 

attendance correlates strongly to good attainment and progress.  

Our whole school attendance this week was 95.4%,  0.1 % lower than the Primary National 

average of  95.5%. Well done to everyone who came into school this week. Thank you, we 

appreciate your commitment to helping us secure very good  attendance. It really does pay 

dividends for your child's progress. 

 

• 5 minutes late each day = 3 days lost per year 

• 10 minutes lost per day = 6 days lost per year 

• 15 minutes late each day = 10 days lost per year 

• 20 minutes late every day = 13 days lost per year 

• 30 minutes late every day = 19 days lost per year 



Breakfast club/ After school club 

 

Breakfast and After School Club Bookings are to be made in advance via our online system 

School Money. Please note that you cannot book via School Money on the day, all bookings 

must be made by midnight the day before. For emergency bookings at short notice you can 

still ring the school office. Feel free to book in for any odd sessions that your child would like 

to attend. Sessions run from 3.15pm-5.15pm. The cost is £5.50 for the session, and pick up 

can be anytime up until 5.15pm from the middle Key Stage 1 classroom (door with the ramp 

on the bottom yard).. 

Activities 

Lots of different activities are provided each day for the children. They are welcome to 

choose from a variety of different games, crafts, construction and many other activities as 

well as our set activity for the day. 

 



Lunch Orders 

 

School lunches need to be ordered through the School Money system. They can be ordered 

in advance for the rest of the half term but they must be ordered by the day before at the 

latest. If your child is bringing in a packed lunch from home, please ensure you select that 

option on School Money so that the office are aware. Packed lunches must not contain fizzy 

drinks or (as stated above) any items that contain or may contain nuts.  

 



Upcoming diary dates 

 

 

• 12th May - Class Photos 

•  Monday 18th May to Friday 22nd May  -Sport's Week - (more details will follow) 

• 19th May - Reception trip to Lake District Wildlife Park 

•  Wednesday 20th May (more details to follow) - Sport's Day  

• Friday 22nd May -  Break up for Half Term (normal finishing times) 

• 2nd June at 2.00 - OPAL Stay and Play session for parents 

*Please note further dates will be added as they arise throughout the term.  

Contact Us 

 

 

St James' C of E Infant and Nursery School 

High Street 

Whitehaven 

CA28 7PZ 

01946 691970 

admin@st-james-inf.cumbria.sch.uk 

 

Visit us on the web at www.st-james-inf.cumbria.sch.uk  


