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Another exciting week in school for the children, with lots of super learning. 

We had a visit from our Local Authority General Advisor, Nicky Corfield on Tuesday. She 

spent the morning with me, looking around the classrooms, observing teaching, chatting to 

the children and looking at books. It was a positive visit and she said she'd had a lovely 

morning. She was impressed with the 'high quality adult interactions' in the Early Years, the 

'beautifully presented books' in KS1 and said that behaviour across the school was good. 

Thank you to all the children and staff for making the visit so successful.  

In Nursery this week, pupils have been busy reading 'A Great Big Cuddle' during their 

structured story time, exploring relationships  and developing their vocabulary linked to the 

story. They continue to have fun mark making and exploring lines in areas of provision, both 

of which are early handwriting skills. 

Reception pupils are having a busy time continuing with their learning about changing 

materials, this week they have investigated how ingredients change in Science by making 

some delicious bread. They started their new book 'Ning and The Night Spirits' in Literacy 

and are exploring '0' in maths.  

KS1 pupils have been enjoying their new book 'Bear and the Piano'. They are busy making 

their own mechanisms in DT, which has been a unit of work that they have been thoroughly 

engrossed in. In Maths, Year 2 have been bridging numbers to 10 and Year 1 have been 

adding 2 digit numbers.  

Finally,  a polite request from staff that children do not bring toys, jewellery, coins etc into 

school. They are losing them, which is leading to upset and distracts them from their 

learning. Many thanks.  

Hope everyone has a lovely weekend 

Miss Sapsed 



    

    

    



New SEND Local Offer website for parents.  

 

The local authority have been updating their Send Information page and have asked for it to 

be shared with parents. This is an excellent page to find about SEND services, events, respite 

etc in the local area. The link is as follows, 

https://cumberlandsend.co.uk/cumberland-send 



Upcoming Church Services and Community Events 

 

 



 

Half Term Activities 

 



 

 



Our weekly celebrations 

 

Headteacher Award-  Oliver 

Learners of the week 

Great Gable-  Hannah and Sonny 

Melbreak-  Amelia 

Catbells-  Zara 

Scafell-  Luna 

Skiddaw- Martha 

Handwriters of the week 

Finley, Sasha, Zachary and Ezra 

Achievements outside of school 

Ricardo, Isla, Narla and Rowan 

 



    

    

 



 



 

 



Mud Kitchen 

Miss Deans and Miss Cocksedge have been very busy making us a new mud kitchen for our 

OPAL play. If anyone has any old pans, trays, kitchen utensils etc that they are no longer 

using, we would very much appreciate them in school. Thank you.  

Handwriting in the EYFS 

 

Handwriting in Reception is a key skill and a focus area in the new Writing Framework 

published by the DFE. In Reception, we now teach daily handwriting lessons, in addition to 

handwriting in other areas of learning. It is essential that children from Reception onwards 

have the correct pencil grip and are forming letters correctly, as this makes it easier for them 

as they start to join. In school we have several strategies that we talk the children through 

before they write such as holding their paper, encouraging good posture (bottom, back chair 

and tummy near table) as well as promoting the correct grip.  

We have made a page on our website for further information and advice for parents. Thank 

you for your support with this and if you have any further questions, please talk to your 

child's teacher.  

Handwriting | St James' CofE Infant and Nursery School 

https://www.st-james-inf.cumbria.sch.uk/handwriting/


Attendance and punctuality 

 

 

Catbells were our attendance winners this week with 99.4%! Well done everyone ! 

The more children are in school the more the children have chances to succeed. Good 

attendance correlates strongly to good attainment and progress.  

Our whole school attendance this week was  98.2%,  3.3% higher than the Primary National 

average of 94.9%! Well done to everyone who came into school this week. Thank you, we 

appreciate your commitment to helping us secure very good  attendance. It really does pay 

dividends for your child's progress. 

 

• 5 minutes late each day = 3 days lost per year 

• 10 minutes lost per day = 6 days lost per year 

• 15 minutes late each day = 10 days lost per year 

• 20 minutes late every day = 13 days lost per year 

• 30 minutes late every day = 19 days lost per year 



Breakfast club/ After school club 

 

Breakfast and After School Club Bookings are to be made in advance via our online system 

School Money. Please note that you cannot book via School Money on the day, all bookings 

must be made by midnight the day before. For emergency bookings at short notice you can 

still ring the school office. Feel free to book in for any odd sessions that your child would like 

to attend. Sessions run from 3.15pm-5.15pm. The cost is £5.50 for the session, and pick up 

can be anytime up until 5.15pm from the middle Key Stage 1 classroom (door with the ramp 

on the bottom yard).. 

Activities 

Lots of different activities are provided each day for the children. They are welcome to 

choose from a variety of different games, crafts, construction and many other activities as 

well as our set activity for the day. 

 



Lunch Orders 

 

School lunches need to be ordered through the School Money system. They can be ordered 

in advance for the rest of the half term but they must be ordered by the day before at the 

latest. If your child is bringing in a packed lunch from home, please ensure you select that 

option on School Money so that the office are aware. Packed lunches must not contain fizzy 

drinks or (as stated above) any items that contain or may contain nuts.  

 

 



Upcoming diary dates 

 

 

• 9th February - Melbreak trip to Struddabank Farm  

• 10th February - Safer Internet Day 

• 11th February - Catbells trip to Struddabank Farm 

• 16th February - Half term starts 

• 3rd March - Phonics Screening Meeting for Y1 parents 

• 23rd March 2.45 - Hawse End information Meeting for Parents 

*Please note further dates will be added as they arise throughout the spring term.  

Contact Us 

 

 

St James' C of E Infant and Nursery School 

High Street 

Whitehaven 

CA28 7PZ 

01946 691970 

admin@st-james-inf.cumbria.sch.uk 

 

Visit us on the web at www.st-james-inf.cumbria.sch.uk  


