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We have enjoyed another busy week of learning across the school. On Monday afternoon, 

we welcomed Mrs Todhunter, Headteacher of our Junior School, who spent time touring St 

James’ to see first-hand how our school operates and to learn more about the experiences 

we provide for our children. 

In Nursery, children have been fully immersed in counting songs and have been enjoying 

their focus text, You Choose Fairy Tales. They have also been learning about thunderstorms 

and the different sounds associated with them, whilst exploring the tradition of celebrating 

birthdays and why these special occasions are important to families and communities. 

Reception children have continued their work on comparison, turning their attention this 

week to comparing mass. As part of their science learning, they have been exploring the 

sense of hearing. They were also delighted to welcome two very special visitors, baby Goldie 

and baby Vinnie. A huge thank you to Cece’s mum and Carson-Jaxx’s mum for taking the 

time to visit and talk to the children about caring for babies. 

In Years 1 and 2, geography learning has focused on creating simple bird’s-eye-view maps 

and using matching keys. In Design and Technology, pupils have been developing their 

understanding of moving mechanisms by designing and making slider products. 

Today, we welcomed our School Improvement Consultant for his termly visit. During his time 

in school, he observed learning across classrooms and recognised the strong sense of 

consistency throughout the school, the pride taken in our learning environment and, most 

importantly, the way staff place children at the heart of everything they do. 

Have a wonderful weekend, 

Mrs Moore 



    

 

 

 



Parent's Evenings 

 

We are holding our Year 1 and Year 2 Parent's Evenings on 13th and 14th October from 

3.30pm-5.30pm. We have a new booking system for you to be able to book a slot to see your 

class teacher.  You should have received an email this week inviting you to set up a password 

for a Juniper account. Next week you will be able to book your appointment. Bookings open 

on Monday 5th October and close on Sunday 11th October.  You should also receive an 

email on Monday with a link to book. If you have any problems, please speak to Mrs Brown 

in the school office. Please bear with us as this is a new system for us too. We can only offer 

one appointment per child due to time constraints. If this is a problem please see the class 

teacher. Any duplicate appointments made may be cancelled by the school. 

Parents of children in Nursery and Reception will be able to book a Stay and Play session. 

These will take place on the same days and could you pick a session to attend. This is a great 

opportunity to see your child in their classroom environment with an opportunity to speak 

to the teacher whilst you play! Timetables will be put on the classroom door next week for 

you to pop your name down. 

Year 2 Bassenfell Manor Visit 

 

The Year 2 children will be going to Bassenfell Manor on Friday next week. The children 

should bring a packed lunch and water bottle. They should wear their uniform tops but 

appropriate trousers and shoes for outdoor activities. Please ensure that they have a coat 

too. The children will leave after registers and be back in time for home-time. 



Harvest Service in church 

 

We are delighted to be holding our annual Harvest Celebration Service at St James’ Church 

next week on Tuesday 6th October at 10:30am, alongside our friends from the junior 

school. Children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 will be taking part in the service, while 

Nursery children will remain in school. Parents and carers are warmly invited to join us, the 

service will last for approximately 30 minutes. The service provides an opportunity for the 

children to come together to give thanks for the harvest through songs, prayers and 

readings, while reflecting on the importance of gratitude and helping others. As part of our 

celebrations, we will also be collecting donations for the local Food Bank Harvest Appeal. 

Please see the poster below for suggested items to donate. Thank you for your support and 

generosity. 

 



Fancy Dress Disco 

 

We will once again be holding our spooky fancy dress parties this month. They will take 

place on  Thursday 22nd October. Early Years will be 4pm-5pm and Key Stage 1 will be 5pm-

6pm.  Virtual tickets will be available to buy on SchoolMoney from next week for £4.00. It 

will be a party of fun and games with hot dogs and drinks for refreshments. Children can be 

dropped off at their appropriate time and collected afterwards.  For those children attending 

the After School Club, just bring in their costumes and we will ensure they are dressed ready 

for their party.  

Playground Equipment 

 

Can we please request parent's help in asking the children not to play with our bikes and 

other equipment before and after school. The staff spend a lot of time tidying up at the end 

of the day and we would love to keep our grounds safe and tidy and we don't want any 

accidents when staff aren't available for first aid etc. 



Half-Price Theatre Tickets for Families! 

 

We are delighted to be working in partnership with Rosehill Theatre to offer St James’ 
families half-price tickets for Gaby Gulliver’s Travels during the October half-term holiday- 

Monday 26th October at 2pm. Thanks to this special arrangement, tickets are available for 

just £6 per person instead of the usual £12. This exciting family show is recommended for 

children aged 5+ and promises a fun-filled adventure for all ages. A limited number of 

discounted tickets have been reserved for our school, so please book your tickets via School 

Money to secure your places. We hope many of our families will take advantage of this 

fantastic opportunity to enjoy live theatre at a reduced price! 

For further information please visit: Gaby Gulliver’s Travels | Rosehill 

Whitehaven Family Hub 

 

 

https://www.rosehilltheatre.co.uk/whats-on/gaby-gullivers-travels


Starting School in 2027 

 

The children may only have started school but the application process has now opened for 

Nursery children who will be starting Reception next year.  Parents still have to apply for 

Reception even if you already attend our Nursery as the process is managed through 

Cumberland Council. 

Please follow the link to complete the online form:  

Apply for a reception place | Cumberland Council 

For anyone who does not already attend our school but would like their child to start next 

year in either Nursery or Reception we have arranged some Open afternoons and an Open 

Evening. Please note that if your child already attends our school you do not need to come 

to these. Please pass these dates onto family or friends who may wish to join our lovely 

school. 

https://www.cumberland.gov.uk/schools-and-education/apply-school-place-or-change-schools/apply-reception-place


 

 



Church and Community Events 

 

 



 

 

 



Our weekly celebrations 

 

Headteacher Award 

Georgie 

Learners of the week 

Great Gable- Brandon 

Melbreak- Sonny 

Catbells- Nero 

Scafell- Blake 

Skiddaw-  James 

Handwriters of the week 

Reuben, Reggie C, Esther and Max 

Achievements outside of school 

Penny, Lowe, Delilah and Bodhi S 

    



    

    



 



 

Breakfast club/ After school club 

 

Breakfast and After School Club Bookings are to be made in advance via our online system 

School Money. Please note that you cannot book via School Money on the day, all bookings 

must be made by midnight the day before. For emergency bookings at short notice you can 

still ring the school office. Feel free to book in for any odd sessions that your child would like 

to attend. Sessions run from 3.15pm-5.15pm. The cost is £5.50 for the session, and pick up 

can be anytime up until 5.15pm from the Scafell classroom which is around the back of 

school. 

Activities 

Lots of different activities are provided each day for the children. They are welcome to 

choose from a variety of different games, crafts, construction and many other activities as 

well as our set activity for the day. 



Lunch Orders 

 

School lunches need to be ordered through the School Money system. They can be ordered 

in advance for the rest of the half term but they must be ordered by the day before at the 

latest. If your child is bringing in a packed lunch from home, please ensure you select that 

option on School Money so that the office are aware. Packed lunches must not contain fizzy 

drinks or (as stated above) any items that contain or may contain nuts.  

 



Upcoming diary dates 

 

Monday 5th October 2pm- Prospective Nursery new starters open afternoon 

                                       5pm- Prospective Nursery and Reception parents Open Evening 

Wednesday 7th October 2pm Prospective Reception new starters open afternoon 

Tuesday 6th October 10.30am - Harvest Service in church 

Tuesday 13th October- Parents Evening and Reception stay and play 

Wednesday 14th October- Individual school photos 

                                         Nursery stay and play 

                                         Parents Evening 

Monday 19th October- Full Governing Body meeting 

Tuesday 20th October- Whitehaven STEM event at Whitehaven Academy- Year 2 

Thursday 22nd October-  Fancy dress parties (optional attendance) 

                                            Early Years children- 4-5pm 

                                            Year 1 and 2- 5-6pm 

************************************ ****OCTOBER HALF TERM 

******************************************** 

Friday 6th November 10.30am- Remembrance Service for Year 1 and 2 in church 

Monday 15th November- Road Safety Week 

Friday 20th November- Children In Need 

Monday 30th November- Snow White pantomime at the Carnegie Theatre 

Friday 4th December 2pm- Christmas Fayre 

Monday 7th December- Early Years Nativities (9.30am and 2.30pm) 

Tuesday 8th December- Year 1 and 2 Nativities (9.30am and 2pm) 

Tuesday 15th December- New nursery home visits 



Wednesday 16th December- Christmas jumper day, Christmas dinner and Christmas party 

Friday 19th December- Christmas carol service in church  

                                          Break up for the Christmas holidays 

*Please note further dates will be added as they arise throughout the autumn term.  

Contact Us 

 

St James' C of E Infant and Nursery School 

High Street 

Whitehaven 

CA28 7PZ 

01946 691970 

admin@st-james-inf.cumbria.sch.uk 

 

Visit us on the web at www.st-james-inf.cumbria.sch.uk  
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