St James' Church of England Infant and
Nursery School

9th October 2026
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Another busy and exciting week has flown by at St James’! | have been delighted to welcome
many children to my office to share work that they are particularly proud of. It is always a
pleasure to celebrate their achievements and see the enthusiasm they have for their
learning.

This week, it was also wonderful to welcome so many prospective Nursery and Reception
families to our school. We were especially pleased to hear how many parents had chosen to
visit us based on recommendations and positive word of mouth from our current families.
Thank you for your continued support and kind comments. They mean a great deal to us and
reinforce the strong sense of community.

This week in Nursery, the children have enjoyed reading Goldilocks and the Three Bears. In
maths, they have been learning to say number names in order, building on their strong focus
on counting skills. The children have also been creating self-portraits, carefully observing and
painting their own facial features.

Reception have been exploring the sense of touch as part of their science learning,
investigating how we use our hands and skin to learn about the world around us. In maths,
the children have been matching quantities to develop their understanding of number. They
have also been matching sounds to different types of weather while enjoying the story
Bringing the Rain to Kapiti Plain, helping to bring the text to life through listening and
imagination.

We are so proud of Catbells and Scafell classes who have enjoyed working alongside local
artist Alex Jakob Whitworth, creating drawings inspired by The Calabash Cat and
experimenting with a range of artistic techniques. Skiddaw class will have their opportunity
to work with Alex on Monday. Once completed, the children's artwork will be displayed in
the main entrance for everyone to enjoy.

Our Year 2 children have also had a fantastic time at Bassenfell Manor Outdoor Centre on
the shores of Bassenthwaite Lake. They took part in a variety of exciting activities including
tree climbing, sucker archery, orienteering, team-building exercises and problem-solving
challenges. The children represented the school brilliantly and, most importantly, had lots of
fun!




Next week, we look forward to welcoming families into school for our parent-teacher
meetings and Early Years Stay and Play sessions. These opportunities to share your child's
progress and learning journey are always greatly valued. Finally, as many of you will be
aware, we have experienced an internet outage this week as we transition to a new provider.
Thank you for your patience and understanding, particularly as we have been unable to
access Tapestry. We are hopeful that the issue will be resolved by Tuesday at the latest and
normal service will resume as soon as possible.

Have a wonderful weekend,

Mrs Moore
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We are holding our Year 1 and Year 2 Parent's Evenings on 13th and 14th October from
3.30pm-5.30pm. We have a new booking system for you to be able to book a slot to see your
class teacher. You should have received an email this week inviting you to set up a password
for a Juniper account. Next week you will be able to book your appointment. Bookings open
on Monday 5th October and close on Sunday 11th October. If you have any problems,
please speak to Mrs Brown in the school office. Please bear with us as this is a new system
for us too. We can only offer one appointment per child due to time constraints. If this is a
problem please see the class teacher. Any duplicate appointments made may be cancelled
by the school.

Parents of children in Nursery and Reception will be able to book a Stay and Play session.
These will take place on the same days and could you pick a session to attend. This is a great
opportunity to see your child in their classroom environment with an opportunity to speak
to the teacher whilst you play! Timetables will be put on the classroom door next week for
you to pop your name down.




The school photographer will be in school on Wednesday 14th October. All children
including Nursery will have their photographs taken. You will be sent a link with the
opportunity to buy copies.

If you would like a photograph with siblings not in this school, please come at 8.30am before
school starts and we can accommodate this. Children with siblings in school will have their
photos taken together as well as individually during the school morning.

If your child is in Nursery but does not normally attend on Wednesdays, you may bring them
down for 9am for their photo.
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We will once again be holding our spooky fancy dress parties this month. They will take
place on Thursday 22nd October. Early Years will be 4pm-5pm and Key Stage 1 will be 5pm-
6pm. Virtual tickets will be available to buy on SchoolMoney from next week for £4.00. It
will be a party of fun and games with hot dogs and drinks for refreshments. Children can be
dropped off at their appropriate time and collected afterwards. For those children attending
the After School Club, just bring in their costumes and we will ensure they are dressed ready
for their party.




We are delighted to be working in partnership with Rosehill Theatre to offer St James’
families half-price tickets for Gaby Gulliver’s Travels during the October half-term holiday-
Monday 26th October at 2pm. Thanks to this special arrangement, tickets are available for

just £6 per person instead of the usual £12. This exciting family show is recommended for
children aged 5+ and promises a fun-filled adventure for all ages. A limited number of
discounted tickets have been reserved for our school, so please book your tickets via School
Money to secure your places. We hope many of our families will take advantage of this

fantastic opportunity to enjoy live theatre at a reduced price!

For further information please visit:
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Sensory Room
(Bookable)

Howgill Babbling Babies
10:00am - 11:00am

#Coffee & Craic
2:00pm - 5:00pm

Family Hub Hangout 11+
4:00pm - 6:00pm

Play Space
@ Valley Family Hub
9:30am - 11:30am

Baby Buddies
@ Valley Family Hub
1:30pm - 2:30pm

Sensory Room
(Bookable)

Baby Buddies
9:30am - 10:30am

Weaning Workshop
10:30am - 11:30am
Bookable
(22™ September only)

Play Space
1:00pm - 3:00pm

Home Education Chess
Club
1:00pm - 2:30pm
(8" September 13" October)

Infant Massage
@ Valley Family Hub
Bookable
10:00am - 11:30am
(68" October to 3" November)
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Sensory Room
(Bookable)

Childminders Drop In
10:00am - 11:30am
(21* October)

Benefits & Employment
Drop in
10:30am - 11:30am

Little Learners
1:00pm - 2:30pm

Baby Buddies
@ Egremont Family Hub
10:30am - 11:30am

Little Strollers
@ Egremont Family Hub
11:30am - 12:30pm

Sensory Room
(Bookable)

Together We Sling
Library
11:30am - 1:30pm
(3™ & 17" September,
1% & 15" October,
5" & 19" November,
3 & 17" December)

Little Storytellers
@ Egremont Family Hub
1:00pm - 2:30pm
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Sensory Room
(Bookable)

Play Space
10:00am - 12:00pm

Family Hub Cuppa &
Chat
1:00pm - 3:00pm

Play Space
1:00pm - 3:00pm



https://www.rosehilltheatre.co.uk/whats-on/gaby-gullivers-travels

Sensory Room: A calm and engaging space designed to stimulate senses
through light, sound, texture and movement. Suitable for ages 0-19 (25 with
SEND). Please contact the Family Hub to book.

Play Space: A parent led drop-in session where parent/carers are encouraged
to play and interact with your child/ren in a friendly environment. Suitable for
children 0-5 years.

Baby Buddies: An interactive group for bumps and babies 0-12 months and
their parent/carers.

Weaning Workshop: Join us for a friendly session to help parents and carers
feel confident as their baby begins the journey onto solid foods.

Infant Massage: An opportunity to help you to learn the techniques of baby
massage and the benefits to your baby. Suitable from 6 weeks - mobile.
Please contact the Family Hub to book.

Little Learners: Opportunity for children to play and learn together aged 1-4
years. Regular workshop sessions will be held focusing on eating, dental health,
toileting and more.

Family Hub Cuppa & Chat: Family Hub Cuppa & Chat: A friendly drop in for
parents and carers to chat about parenting, family life and any worries you
have. Come and find out what support is available from your local Family Hub.

Family Hub Hangout 11 +: Family Hub Hangout 11+: A drop-in session for
children and young people aged 11+ in a relaxed space to socialise, take part in
activities and develop new skills. Come along to talk to the Family Hub team to
get information or support on things that matter to you.

Benefits & Employment Drop In: Offering support on finances, benefits,
employment and getting back to work.

Howgill Babbling Babies: Ran by Howgill - A drop in session with stories,
rhymes and activities. From birth to active walking.

Together We Sling Library: Support for parents to carry their child with
different types of carriers and slings.

#CoffeeandCraic: A drop in session for care experienced young people to
speak to a Personal Adviser and access support from other organisations.

Home Education Chess Club: Join our friendly and welcoming club for home
educated children and young people.

Childminders Drop In: Join us for our Childminders Drop-In session at the

Family Hub. This is a welcoming space for childminders to meet, network,
share ideas, and access information about local services and support.

Valley Family Hub - Whinlatter Road, Whitehaven, CA28 8DA

Egremont Family Hub - Southey Avenue, Egremont, CA22 2HH

on the first Sunday
of each month
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Cumbria Fostering
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Find out about

fostering?

...and how you can change
children’s lives

Come along to our information drop in at
Workington Library on Wednesday 14 October
between 1pm and 2pm. Speak to our friendly
team and foster carers and start your journey.

0300 019 0200

cumbriafostering.org.uk




Headteacher Award
Florrie

Learners of the week
Great Gable- Noa
Melbreak- Norah
Catbells- Narla

Scafell- Juan

Skiddaw- Max
Handwriters of the week
Sasha

Achievements outside of school
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Cumbria Safeguarding
Children Partnership

g concern call:
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6‘/!:" . Integrated Care
¢¥ attendanywhere NHS Foundation Trust

E-School Nurse 2

Video Clinics

K

(By appointment only) * Chteran 1o

Twice weekly online health support and advice for
parents, carers and professionals who are supporting
children and young people aged 5-19 years old.

Tuesday and Thursday

You will be able to talk to the nurse over a eo link using

Attend Anywhere. The link is pri secure, confidential and

convenient

In S S| e child or young person’'s
pport and advice needed

Please read the information leaflet or visit:
www.cumbria.gov.uk/ph5to19
You can telephone for an appointment
01228 603973 Mon-Fri 8-4pm
SCAN ME

happierhealthiercommunities
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Breakfast and After School Club Bookings are to be made in advance via our online system
School Money. Please note that you cannot book via School Money on the day, all bookings
must be made by midnight the day before. For emergency bookings at short notice you can
still ring the school office. Feel free to book in for any odd sessions that your child would like
to attend. Sessions run from 3.15pm-5.15pm. The cost is £5.50 for the session, and pick up
can be anytime up until 5.15pm from the Scafell classroom which is around the back of
school.

Activities
Lots of different activities are provided each day for the children. They are welcome to

choose from a variety of different games, crafts, construction and many other activities as
well as our set activity for the day.




School lunches need to be ordered through the School Money system. They can be ordered
in advance for the rest of the half term but they must be ordered by the day before at the
latest. If your child is bringing in a packed lunch from home, please ensure you select that
option on School Money so that the office are aware. Packed lunches must not contain fizzy
drinks or (as stated above) any items that contain or may contain nuts.
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Margherita Pizza Chicken or Quorn Beef Meatballs, Fishcakes, Potato
Nuggets, Potato Mashid Potato with Wedges with Tomato gmgt&zzzttvsh
or Wufﬁes and Beans Carrots and Gravy Ketchup Paas
Vegetuble Noodles or
with Naan Bread or o -
Roast Salmon, New
Minced Beef & Potato Potatoes, Green Beef Lasugne
Peas Pie with Broccoli Beans & Tomato Lan?:boa\gg:r;n’zoust
Ketchup Spaghetti Hoops
Syrup Sponge &
(?ustard Anzac Biscuit Chocolate Mousse Pot Fruity Jelly or Elapiccl
Fruit Fruit Fruit Yoghurt F'fii!
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Tuesday 13th October- Parents Evening and Reception stay and play
Wednesday 14th October- Individual school photos

Nursery stay and play

Parents Evening
Monday 19th October- Full Governing Body meeting
Tuesday 20th October- Whitehaven STEM event at Whitehaven Academy- Year 2
Thursday 22nd October- Fancy dress parties (optional attendance)

Early Years children- 4-5pm

Year 1 and 2- 5-6pm
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Friday 6th November 10.30am- Remembrance Service for Year 1 and 2 in church
Monday 15th November- Road Safety Week

Friday 20th November- Children In Need

Monday 30th November- Snow White pantomime at the Carnegie Theatre
Friday 4th December 2pm- Christmas Fayre

Monday 7th December- Early Years Nativities (9.30am and 2.30pm)

Tuesday 8th December- Year 1 and 2 Nativities (9.30am and 2pm)

Tuesday 15th December- New nursery home visits




Wednesday 16th December- Christmas jumper day, Christmas dinner and Christmas party
Friday 19th December- Christmas carol service in church
Break up for the Christmas holidays

*Please note further dates will be added as they arise throughout the autumn term.

St James' C of E Infant and Nursery School
High Street

Whitehaven

CA28 7Pz

01946 691970

admin@st-james-inf.cumbria.sch.uk

Visit us on the web at www.st-james-inf.cumbria.sch.uk
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