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St James' Church of England Infant and
Nursery School

23rd October 2026




As we reach the end of the first half of the Autumn Term, | would like to thank all of our
children, families and staff for a fantastic start to the year. | have been incredibly pleased
with how well the children have settled into their new classes and routines. They have
shown great resilience, enthusiasm and, most importantly, our current Christian value of
Courage, embracing new challenges and opportunities with confidence.

Our Nursery children have been busy reciting the poem Wash Your Hands, creating
wonderful collage self-portraits and developing their understanding of the seasons through
sorting different types of clothing. It has been lovely to see their confidence and
independence growing each week. In Reception, the children have continued to enjoy their
focus story, Anansi the Spider. They showed great creativity when designing "lost" posters
for Anansi and have been learning about their senses in Science, with a particular focus on
smell. They have also demonstrated impressive observational skills whilst creating portraits
of their friends, carefully replicating their features. This week has been a checkpoint week
for Year 1 and Year 2, providing opportunities to revisit and assess learning from across the
half term. The children have been immersed in the beautiful text We Are Water Protectors
and have shown great understanding and engagement during their discussions. In Maths,
they have been representing numbers using tens and ones, whilst in RE they have been
sorting stories from the Old and New Testament.

After a well-deserved half-term break, we return to school on Monday 2nd November. We
have an exciting term ahead, including STEM experiences, additional outdoor learning
opportunities, a visit to Levels for our Year 1 and 2 children and the beginning of
preparations for our Nativity performances. It promises to be a busy and memorable few
weeks!

Have a wonderful week,

Mrs Moore




We are delighted that one of our parents has expressed an interest in establishing a new and
active PTA for our school. A PTA can play an important role in supporting fundraising
activities, helping at school events and bringing our school community together.

If you would be interested in being part of this exciting group and attending our first

meeting, please email the school office at admin@st-james-inf.cumbria.sch.uk. We would
love to hear from you.
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We would also like to ask for your support with Nursery attendance. We have noticed that 8
out of the 10 children currently classed as persistently absent (below 90%) are of Nursery
age. Developing good attendance habits from the very beginning of a child's education is
extremely important and helps children make the most of the opportunities available to
them. We understand that there are occasions when children are unwell, but we kindly ask
families to ensure children attend whenever possible. Nursery staffing ratios are calculated
based on the places allocated for each session and regular attendance helps children build
friendships, establish routines and make the best possible progress in their learning.

We hope you all have a wonderful half-term break and look forward to welcoming everyone
back refreshed and ready for another exciting half term at St James'.




Following a recent meeting with Mrs King, our School Council discussed ways that we can
help people in our local community who may have less than others. The children shared
some thoughtful ideas and one suggestion stood out in particular: rather than collecting
donations for the Food Bank only at Harvest time, why not support it throughout the whole
year? We were so impressed with this idea that we have decided to put it into action. A Food
Bank Collection Point will now be available in our main entrance, making it easy for families
to donate whenever they can. To help maintain a steady flow of donations, we will introduce
a different focus item each month. We are incredibly proud of our School Council for
showing such compassion, leadership and commitment to helping others.
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As part of Black History Month, our Year 1 and Year 2 children have been learning about
individuals who have helped to bring about positive change. The children refreshed their
knowledge of the story of Rosa Parks before learning about the life and achievements of

Martin Luther King Jr. and our

local trailblazer, John Kent, Cumbria's first Black police officer.

Through assemblies led by Mrs Butterworth and Mrs Cocksedge, the children explored how
our Christian values of respect, courage, dignity and justice can help us to make a positive
difference today. The children were shocked to learn how unfairly people were treated in the

past and had some thoughtful
kindness, fairness and respect.

discussions about the importance of treating everyone with




As part of their learning about woodland habitats and their autumn topic, Reception
children will be visiting Stocks Wood on Friday 13 November. This exciting outdoor learning
experience will give the children the opportunity to explore seasonal changes and observe
woodland wildlife in its natural environment. Further details will be shared in a letter shortly,
but children should come dressed in their school jumper, with joggers or leggings suitable
for outdoor activities, and wellies. We are looking forward to a wonderful day of autumn

exploration! <

As many of you will be aware, we have been working with the council to secure a lease for
the area of land adjacent to our nursery. Our aim is to expand our outdoor green space and
create a dedicated nature area where children can enjoy Forest School experiences, outdoor
learning and opportunities to connect with the natural world.

This has been a lengthy process, involving extensive discussions and legal work to establish a
lease agreement. We are delighted that we are now nearing the end of the process and are
one step closer to bringing this exciting vision to life.

In order to make use of the land, we need to either relocate our existing boundary fence or
install a new one. To date, we have obtained two quotations for moving and reinstating the
current fence, with the lowest quote coming in at approximately £13,000. As a small school
with limited financial resources, this cost is unfortunately beyond our current budget.

We are therefore seeking support. If anyone is aware of grant funding opportunities,
charitable organisations, local businesses or community groups that may be able to help us
fund this project, we would be incredibly grateful to hear from you.

This development would provide a valuable outdoor learning environment for our children
for many years to come, supporting their wellbeing, curiosity, creativity and appreciation of
the natural world. Any support in helping us achieve this vision would be greatly
appreciated.




We have a small maintenance job and wondered if anyone could help. We have two wooden
doors in our photocopying room that need rehanging. They have come off the
runners/sliding mechanism and are no longer operating correctly.

If you are able to help, or know someone who may be able to assist, please could you
contact the school office.

Email: admin@st-james-inf.cumbria.sch.uk
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We're delighted to be offering another round of our popular Storysacks and Craft Club,
delivered by Whitehaven Library Service.

The sessions will run every Tuesday from 3 November to 8 December (six weeks) from
3.15pm to 4.15pm.

Each session will include a storytelling activity followed by a craft linked to the story,
providing children with a fun and engaging opportunity to develop their love of books,
creativity and imagination.

Parents and carers are very welcome to stay and enjoy the sessions with their child if they
wish; however, parent attendance is entirely optional.

Places can be booked via School Money. We look forward to welcoming lots of children to
this exciting after-school club.




Year 1 and 2 will be leading our annual Remembrance Service in St James Church on Friday
6th November at 10.30am. Year 1 and 2 parents are welcome to join us as we remember
and pay tribute to those that sacrificed so much.

We will once again be selling poppies and other items in aid of the Royal British Legion when
we return after half term. Our School Councillors will be taking the collection box round the
classes each day in the run up to Remembrance Day. If your child would like to buy a poppy,
wristband, cross, zip tag etc, they should bring in their money to class.




BBC Children in Need is a charity that supports children across the UK who face challenges
such as mental health, poverty and inequality. We will be getting involved by fundraising on
Friday 13th November. The children are welcome to come to school dressed up, they can
choose whatever theme they like and be creative in exchange for a £1 donation. Yellow and
spotty outfits or pyjamas and onesies tend to be the firm favourites! Please visit

for inspirational ideas.

We have a battery recycling box in the school office. If you would like to recycle your used
batteries please hand them into the school office. Please note this is for household batteries

only. We have arranged a collection for next half term.



https://www.bbcchildreninneed.co.uk/schools/nursery-pre-school-2020/dress-up/
https://www.bbcchildreninneed.co.uk/schools/nursery-pre-school-2020/dress-up/
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Become part

of Cumbria’s
biggest
Family

...and how you can change
children’s lives

Come along to our information drop in at
Workington Library on Wednesday 14 October
between 1pm and 2pm. Speak to our friendly
team and foster carers and start your journey.

0300 019 0

cumbriafostering.org.uk
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Headteacher Award

Cleo

Learners of the week

Great Gable- Ayla

Melbreak- Paige

Catbells- Daisy

Scafell- Ezra

Skiddaw- Georgie
Handwriters of the week
Ruby, Bodhi S, Sonny and Edie
Achievements outside of school

Blake, Noah, Sam and Sonny
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Cumbria Safeguarding
Children Partnership

g concern call:
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E-School Nurse
Video Clinics

(By app0intment onIY) 4"""'rimren\.eﬁ“\

Twice weekly online health support and advice for
parents, carers and professionals who are supporting
children and young people aged 5-19 years old.

Tuesday and Thursday

You will be able to talk to the nurse over a live video link using
Attend Anywhere. The link is private, secure, confidential and
convenient.

In consultation with you, the nurse will assess the child or young person’s
health problem and provide you with the support and advice needed.

For more information on the E-School Nurse video clinic
Please read the information leaflet or visit:

www.cumbria.gov.uk/ph5to19

You can telephone for an appointment

01228 603973 Mon-Fri 8-4pm
SCAN ME

happierhealthiercommunities
NCIC/E-SN/Poster.All/022021 | APPENDIX 02




Breakfast and After School Club Bookings are to be made in advance via our online system
School Money. Please note that you cannot book via School Money on the day, all bookings
must be made by midnight the day before. For emergency bookings at short notice you can
still ring the school office. Feel free to book in for any odd sessions that your child would like
to attend. Sessions run from 3.15pm-5.15pm. The cost is £5.50 for the session, and pick up
can be anytime up until 5.15pm from the Scafell classroom which is around the back of
school.

Activities
Lots of different activities are provided each day for the children. They are welcome to

choose from a variety of different games, crafts, construction and many other activities as
well as our set activity for the day.




School lunches need to be ordered through the School Money system. They can be ordered
in advance for the rest of the half term but they must be ordered by the day before at the
latest. If your child is bringing in a packed lunch from home, please ensure you select that
option on School Money so that the office are aware. Packed lunches must not contain fizzy
drinks or (as stated above) any items that contain or may contain nuts.
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Wednesday 4th November- Year 1 and 2 Moving Pictures Mechanisms workshop with
Rosehill Theatre (in school)

Friday 6th November 10.30am- Remembrance Service for Year 1 and 2 in church
Monday 15th November- Road Safety Week

Tuesday 17th November- Skiddaw and Catbells Great Fire of London immersive cinema
experience at Levels

Wednesday 18th November- Scafell Great Fire of London immersive cinema experience at
Levels

Thursday 19th November- Year 1 and 2 Pyjama Drama Road Safety workshop
Friday 20th November- Children In Need- non uniform (see above)

Thursday 26th November- Nursery and Reception STEM workshops led by Sellafield
Education Outreach Team

Monday 30th November- Snow White pantomime at the Carnegie Theatre
Friday 4th December 2pm- Christmas Fayre
Monday 7th December- Early Years Nativities (9.30am and 2.30pm)
Tuesday 8th December- Year 1 and 2 Nativities (9.30am and 2pm)
Tuesday 15th December- New nursery home visits
Wednesday 16th December- Christmas jumper day, Christmas dinner and Christmas party
Friday 19th December- Christmas carol service in church
Break up for the Christmas holidays

*Please note further dates will be added as they arise throughout the autumn term.




St James' C of E Infant and Nursery School
High Street

Whitehaven

CA28 7Pz

01946 691970

admin@st-james-inf.cumbria.sch.uk

Visit us on the web at www.st-james-inf.cumbria.sch.uk
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